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DEFENDING THE REICH

“Orders were given to leave Allied fighlers alone and
concentrate on the bombers. This command led to a vicious
spiral of disaster. The Luftwalffe concentrated on the bombers
and were shol down by Allied fighters. The American fighters
learned that they were sdafe against dattack and became bolder
and move effective. The Luftwdaffe bedded for bomber
Jormations which supposedly were not escorted, but you ran
into fighters anyway and in the end they were all over the
Place. The Luftwelffe developed an inferiority complex which
got worse each day, but the High Command would not relax

its order”

Werss folienines Kogsten, Kosmmoaome, fapdgescbreader 6
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‘imminent Danger West’

n March 1944, the Luftwaffe in northewest Europe was under the command of two Lofiflotten which
Iiiﬁﬁ“ﬂ‘lc‘:d ultimate responsibility for all German air power in the Reich and the occupied territories in
the West. In terms of single-engined day fighters, Luftflotte Reich, with its headquarters at Dahlem in
Berlin under the command of Generaloberst Hans-Jirgen Stumpff, marshalled those units engaged in
the defence of the Reich — the Reichsverteidigung — based throughout Germany, Denmark, a part of
Holland and Austria, while Luftfiotte 3 under Generalfeldmarschall Hugo Sperrle, based in Paris,
commanded the day fighter units based in France, Belgium and the rest of Holland.

LEFT: Generlieldmarschall Hugo Sperrde,
commander of Luftllowe 3,y isiting an
antishipping bomber unit ar Isires, Sperrle was
held respansible for the Luftwatfe's filuee 1o
repel the Allies in Normandy and on 19 August
1944, twoor dlrys after the headguarters stalf of
Luftfloare 3 withdrew from Paris, Hitler ordered
that he be replaced. Almost immediately
Aaperre issucd an order of the day announcing
his decision to surrender his post and thanked
all members of the Luftfloue for their loyal co-
operation. Ssperrle then withdrew mto covilian
life and Hved on the shores of a Bike near
Munich. He was sucoceded as communder of
Luftflotte 3 by Generalsberse Ono Desshoch,
wha in turn wis displaced when Luftiflote 3
Irecame Lufiflotten Kommando West and was
sucoceded by Generalleutnant Alexander Holke
Although Sperrhe was held responsible for
Luftfloate 3's incffeciual pedormunce in
Mormandy, the superiority of the Allied air
forces was such that no mutter what measures
the Luftflotte may have taken, it was powierless
i change the course of events

il

Subordinate to each of the two Luftfloften was a Jagdkorps responsible for controlling day fighter
tactical deployment in each Lufifiotie. The . Jagakorps, under Generalleutnant Josef Schmid, managed
those units of Lufthoffe Reich engaged in the Reichsverteidigung, though it also occasionally directed
units in parts of Holland and Belgium when necessary. The Korps was based at Leist/Driebergen in
Holland until 13 March when it relocated to Braunschweig-Querem.

The Il Jagdkorps, commanded by Generalmajor Werner Junck, a respected former First World War
fighter pilot, was based at Chantilly, north of Paris, and controlled those units defending France and the
Low Countries.

Reporting to the Jagdkorps, was & network of Jagddivisionen (Fighter Divisions) which directed
regional day-to-day fighter operations and to which the Jafii - Jagdfliegerfihrer or local
fighter commanders — reported,

Throughout March and in generally adverse weather conditions, the day fighters of
both Jagokorps fought & bitter battle of attrition as they defended Berlin and other
central German targets from the US Eighth Air Force whose heavy bombers now
relentlessly pounded the capital accompanied by increasing numbers of P-51 Mustang,
P47 Thunderbolt and P-38 Lightning escort fighters (see Jagdwaffe Volume Five,
Section One). By this stage of the air war over Europe, the Jagdwaffe was outnumbered,
outgunned and undertrained. In March, the Luftwaffe wrote off 56.4 per cent of the
single-engined fighters available to it at the beginning of the month, while losses in
fighter pilots amounted to 22 per cent of the strength available at the end of February.

LEFT ||jl||l' Deetley Rokvwer, thie Komnwundeur of 1L/ ‘u_|_'||!_',|_i._-|1_'|_| P-51s i orting bombeers 1o
Braunschweig on 29 March but his BE 109 G-6 was damaged in the ensoing combat. He nade an
emergency landing near Mertingen but wis stefed on the ground by Allied fighters and severely
worinded. He dicd the next day following the ampuotation of a leg. Rohwer had served with
distinction during the 1940 batiles against the RAF and had shot down three enemy fghters over
England on & June of that year He had been awanded the Rinerkreusz in Octaber 1941 and went
on o score @ further 29 victories on the Russian Front with 2./0G 3. His final score stoodd at 38
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Within that number were several virtually irreplaceable formation leaders and
Fxperten. 1G 3, far lost the Mommandeur of its
Il. Gruppe, 27yearold Hotm. Detlev Rohwer. when he was wounded on
29 March and died the following day.

G 2, one of the two Jsgdgeschwader operating in France under
4. Jagddivision, suffered particularly badly at this time when it lost its
recently appointed Mommeodore, Major Kurt Ubben. He had taken owver
command of the Richthofen Geschwader following the loss of Obstit. Egon
Mayer to American fighters in March — a month during which 1G 2 had lost
three Staffefhapitdne, all of them to P47s. On 27 April, Ubben, formerly
Gruppenkommandewr of 1ILAIG TT in Rumania, was also attacked by P-47s
west of Reims during his third mission of the day. Though the veteran of the
Russian Front and Morth Africa and 110wictory Experte who held the Dak
Leaves to the Ritterfrewz managed to bale out of his Fw 190 A8, his
parachute. failed to cpen. Also in Apnl, the Geschwader lost another
Staffelkapitan in combat with Allied fighters.

Mevertheless, the Lufiwaffe continued to fight back, The Eighth Air
Force |ost 349 bombers in March 1244, Generalleutnant Schmid wrote
that: the striking power of the few remaining daylight fighter units
assigned to the Reichsverteidigung remained unbroken. Whenever weather
conditions permitied the concentrated employment in close combat
formalion in a single area, noteworthy success was achieved in bringing
down engimy aircraft and in keeping our own losses lo a reasonable limil.
The success of our defensive oparations over Berlin on 6 and 8 March gave
ample evidence of the fighting morale of our fighter pilots and of theair ability
to execule effective combat despite the technical inferipnty of their
aireraf... If the Reichsverteidigung had 1,000 to 1,200 fighters available, it
would doubtless have been in a position to alter the air situation, at least by
aay, In Germany's favour within a very short period of time, assuming of
course, that there was no appreciable increase in Amernican fighters,”

example,
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ABOVE: Alter flyving operations as a Zersiiger pilot,
RolfCeunther Hermichen trnsferred o fighters in
Movemnber 1941 and joined LG 26 as an
Ckberteutrant. On Do October, alter acting as
temponiey Rommandeur of this Geoappe. Magjos
Hermichen was given commandd of LG 11, By this
time. Hemmichen bad already accomulated 41
victories amd had become very successiul against
four-engined bombers so that, on 26 March 194949
with 61 victories, he received thic hlli_.,'_ll["'\. oSS
His fmal total on 24 April 19494 was 64 victores, of
which 20 were [Kmir-cnging 4l Pwrinibaers :\.r||--4'L|I.u'|II|\.
Major Hermichen comimanded the fghter trining
L uppe ILAG TUE and was gwargled the Oak Leaves
in February 105, In this photeetiph, Hermichen s
scei (oehit wirh I"l'l.l||.‘|' Heemanit Caal who was the
Komsmadhore of Ha 11 from 11 Movember 1943 1o
2 March 1941
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I, Jagdkonps calculated that a comparison of strengths in March showed that the total number of
American fighters and bombers outnumbered the single- and twir-engined fighters of |. Jagdkorps by a
ratie of 7-5:1 whereas, in April, the same calculation had reduced to 4-5:1. Similarly, In terms of fighters
alone. U5 strength compared with that of | Jagdkorps was in the ratio of 3-6:1 in March, but had
reduced ta 2-2:1 in April.

Throughout April, the American bomber affensive ground on, targeting aircraft production plants in
central and southern Germany, white US Eighth Air Force fighter escorts as well as tactical fighters of
the US Minth Air Force began to strafe German airfields, No airspace was safe and on the 8th, two
experienced unit |eaders ware lost, Just after 13.45 hes, Obit. Josef Swernemann, Staffelkapitdn of
1./1G 11, attacked and shot down one of the 190
B-24s of the 2nd Bomb Division attacking
Braunschweig., One minute later, east of
Salzwedel, he claimed a P-51 escorl fighter. A
shart while after that however, his Fw 120 A-T was
hit during an air battle with P-51s5 near
Gardelegen, Baling out. he was reported to have
been machine-gunned by an Amencan fighter as
he hung from his parachute. Zwermemann, was
one of three pilots lost from 1./JG 11 that day, he
held the Oak Leaves to the Ritterkreuz and was
also a recipient of the Ehrenpokal. He had flown
B0 missions and had been credited with 126
aerial victories. At 15.45 hrs, Obit. Karl Willius,
Staffelkapitan of 2./705 26 and anather veteran of
the Hanalfront and the battles over England, was
shot down by P-47s of the 361st FG following a
head-on attack against the same stream of B-24s
which Zwernemann had attacked. Willius' Fw 190 A-B was seen 1o spin into the ground and explode. His
Ritterkreuz was awarded posthumously and 11 of his 48 wictones were Viermots.

From JG 3, Oblt. Otto Wessling, Staffelkapitdn of 11. Staffel, was killed on 19 April when he made
an emergency landing in his burning Bf 109 G& near Eschwege following operations against heavily
escorted US bombers in the Géttingen/Kassel area. Wessling had been awarded the Rifterkreuz in
September 1942 and posthumously received the Dak Leaves., He had accounted for 12 bombers in his
total of 83 victones, Five days later, 1./JG 3 lost its commanding officer when LL Franz Schwaiger
engaged large numbers of B-17s and their P-51 escorts north of Augsburg but was forced to make an
emergency landing. He then ciimbed out of his Bf 109 G-5 but was strafed by P-51s and killed, Schwaiger
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Py 1900 A-T/R2,
Yellow 5
WM O 300, af
010 1 aking off
Iromm Stormede on
249 March to
intercept a 15
homber formation
Com thiis e, six of
the Gruppe's pilols
wiisre Killed



RIGHT. A B 109 G
photographed just
betore taking off
Irvm Lille-Nord in
March or April
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had been awarded the Ritterkreuz on 29 October 1942 and had been accradited with E7 victories,
56 of them scored on the Russian Front and four of them Viermots,

The endless low-level Allied attacks on German airfiglds, the constant 2lerts and general
feeling of insecurity had also badly interrupted training. During April and May, 67 aircraft were shot
down during training, transfer or travel flights over Reich territory

But now a new and very serious threst emerged. Since April, Generalmajor Junck, the
commander of Il. Jagdkorps had repeatedly warned his immediate superiors at Luftfiotie 3, as well
as DKL, the Luftwarfenfihrungsstab and the General der Jagdflieger, of the nature of enemy air
activity over France and Belgium, stating that the Invasion was at hand and calling for the
allocation of appropriate forces and supplies,

Since February, Junck and his staff had been observing that the Allies were carryving aut
systematic and ever more regular day and night borrbing attacks on railway yards and bridges,
military bases, ammunition dumps, airfields and radars in northem France and areas south of the
Seine. With this in mind, the Staff of Il. Jagakorps had, between February and June 1944, initiated its
own studies of meteorological and tide conditions along the French coast in order to determine the location
and pernods at which a possible Allied invasion was most likely — or unlikely.

The Korps also made sure that its Jagdgruppen which, since the beginning of the year had been
engaged in exhausting, almost dailv defensive operations against US bomber incursions and Allied
fighter sweeps over northern France, Belgium, Holland and western Germany, received some rest ahead
of the predicted Invasion, In April, L and IL/JG 26 had taken it in turns to fly to Cazeaux in the south of
France where, astensibly, they would receive training in attacking ground targets with WGr. 21 airto-air
mortars, but in reality they went there to enjoy brief spells of rest away from the demands of the Channel
Front ahead of operations against an Allied landing. Likewise, in April, 1./JG 2 retumed from [taly to
Aix-en-Provence, where it spent a month of rest and recuperation before moving to its base at Crell, north
aof Paris, In early May. On 14 May, lIl./)G 26 relocated from Etain to Nancy for & week of light training and
the: following day, |, Gruppe headed south once again to Mont de Marsan for more rest,

The following day, the 15th, the General der Jagdfiieger, Generalieutnant Adolf Galland and
Generalleuinant Schmid were ensconced behind closed doors with an argumentative Goring at Carlnhall,
the Reichsmarschall's country residence, where they held a heated discussion on the subject of fighters
and fighter personnel. Galland reported depressing average daily operatienal loss rates for the month of
April - 38 per cent in the srea of Luftflotte Reich: 24 per cent in Luftflofte 3; 18.2 per cent in
Luftfiotte 2; 12 per cent in Lufiflotte 5 and 11 per cant in Luftiotten 4, 6 and 1. In total, 489 fighter
pilots had been lost in April, while reinforcements amounted tooonly 396, To rectify this situation, Gallana
proposed that any fighter pilot serving in a staff position should be withdrawn if considered still fit for
fiying, that 80-100 flying instructors as well as some night fighter pilots be sant to the fagdwafie, and
that two Jagdgruppen be brought back from the East and retrained for operations in the
Reichsverteidigung. Goring reluctantly agreed and promptly issued orders for /G 5 and IV./JG 54 tc
transfer. However, when Galland requested that the Fw 190-equipped ground-attack unit I1./5G 2 be
passed over to the Jagdwalfe, Goring refused, Galland argued that in this Gruppes, 11 pilots were known
to have accumulated between five and 90 victories each — better scores than many fighter pilots.
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However, the Refchsmarschall would not be swayed, so Galland suggested that the General der
Schlachtfiieger should release any pilot with five or more aerial victories to his credit. Having consulted
with General der Flieger Ganther Korten, the Luftwaffe Chief of General Staff, Goring decided that any
Schlachtfiieger transferring to the Jagdwaffe should do so voluntarily but that the Schiachtflieger were
not 1o be decisively weakened by this measure,

Gatland pressed for the withdrawal of more Jagdgruppen from Luftflotte 3 in the West to the Reich
for home defence, but again, Goring refused. Doggedly, Galland suggested that any fighter
Gruppenkommandeur remaining absent from his command for 14 days owing 1o sickness or wounds, be
replaced. Goring again refused, as such Kommandeure were too sparse to fritter away with unproductive
disciplinary measures. However, Goring did concede to another request for a continuous withdrawal of
Jagdgruppen from each Jagddivision for a period
of eight days to four weeks to rest and re-equip,
provided that the withdrawal of IL/JG & and
IV./JG 54 from the East proceeded swiftly,

Such measures highlighted how thin the so-
called 'steel umbrella’ over Germany and the West
really was and that the stretched resources led to
competition and friction between the commands,
In & report written in November 1944, Oberst
Mettig, the former Chief of Staff of Il Jagdkorps,
let his thoughts on Galland’'s proposals for
withdrawing Luftflotte 3's fighter assets to the
Reich be known: ' The fighter forces available were
utterly insufficient - up to the beginning of the
invasion, they comprised two Geschwader with a
1 total operational strength of 8080 aircraft... It
was decided to send one Gruppe at a time from each Geschwader back to the Metz-Nancy area for
training under more peacefll conditions... The suggestion that these units might more profitably be
transferred to Bohemia or Silesia for training was turned down by the LuftwaffenfUhrungsstab with the
comments that a) no airfields were available and b) that the danger would exist of both Geschwader
being incarporated into Luftgau Reiclr and therefore being lost to il. Jagdkorps.'

For his part, Josef Schmid had not been entirely lacking a sense of urgency or reality, He realised
that a significant and successful interception of the Invasion could affect the course of the war and
ordered the establishment of a dedicated “Transfer Staff” within |. Jagdkorps — responsible for the bulk
of the day fighters — whose task it would be to prepare for the transfer of flying units from the
Reichsverteidigung into any possible invasion zone.

This staff had been quietly formed on 8 December 1943 under Oberst Otto von Lachemair, whao had
been Kormmandeur of II./KG 55 at the start of the war and later Kommandeur of Augzeugithrerschule A/B
114 before being transferred to the Staff of |, Jagdkorps, It was based at the Horps Headquarters and
consisted of Lachemair, three assistants with the rank of Hauptmann, and a limited number of junior
personnel, all of whom reported directly to Schmid. According to Lachemair: 'The preparations for the
repuision of an invasion were to be made in compliance with an ever increasing number of detailed
directives issued by OKL and these were a considerabie burden on |, Jagakoms in the second half of 1943.
In wiew of the decisive importance of 8 successful repulsion of an invasion on the overall conduct of the
war and of the Increased strain imposed on the staffs and units of the Reichsverteidigung by the intensity
af the air war over the Reich, the Commander of the |. Jagdkorps decided to organise a 'Transfer Staff'”

In the summer of that year, Goring had devised a system of code words which, in the event of an
Altied invasion, would trigger defensive measures organised by |. Jagdkorps. Transmission of the code
words ‘Imminent Danger North' signalled an invasion of Morway or Denmark, while ‘Imminent Danger
West' signalled a landing in the coastal areas of Holland, Belgium or western France. ‘Imminent Danger
South” signalled an invasion in southern France.

Provisional schedules were drawn up taking into account all possible eventualities and rapid lines of
communication were established between the Transfer Staff and the staffs of the respective Jagdkorps,
Jagddivisionan and Lufigau in the areas of potential risk. Attermpts were made to train the home defence
units in bombing and strafing of ground and water-bome targets and studies were made into tidal and
metearological conditions aleng the French coast. More than 1,000 fighters were on stand-by in the Reich,
but despite these extraordinary preparations, there were still certain weaknesses in these measures, for
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while Lachemair was able to write that ‘Combat morale and bearing of the crews in the Reich defence
werg admirable...’, he also pointed out that in |. Jagdhorps the situation was such that '...an
understanding commander would not have been surprised fo find low spirits and despondency.”

Similarly, if Schmid had any intention of readily releasing any of his |. Jagdkorps units for deployment
to repel an anticipated invasion in the West, he certainly gave no indication of it. At the end of March
1944, Schmid noted that: ‘... despite the growing numerical superiority of the American forces, there
had been no change in the organisation or operation of the Reich air defence farces. There could be na
increase in the strength of our daytime fighter units since the production of fighter aircraft had fallen far
behind schedule as a result of the successful enemy attacks on our aircraft factories. For the same
reason, no new units could be activated. There seemed to be no chance of withdrawing fighters from
other fronts. The command organisation of the Reichsverteidigung had not been altered in any way, and
thus no effective concentration of fighter strength was possible.’

However, attempts were made to improve the fragmentation of the command structure. At
21.00 hrs on 31 March, a message clattered out of the teletype machines at the headguarters of |. and
IIl. fagdkorps. It was from Luftflotte Reich and read:

‘For the purpose of concentrating the Reichsverteidigung in the Reich as well as in the occupied
western territories, the Reichsmarschall has issued the following orders:

With immediate effect, 7. Jagddivision including Jafii Ostmark will be assigned to I. Jagdkorps. Thus
I. Jagdkorps, subordinate to Luftflatte Reich assumes command of all fighter operations within the Reich
and in particular, the fighter defence of southern and south-west Germany against enemy iNcursions
from the south. Close contact will be maintained with Lufiffotte 2,

The day fighter farces of Luftfiotte 3 will be concentrated and employed in the sector of I, Jagdkorps
for the defence of the occupied western territories, in particular those of the important supply and
transportation centres as well as friendly ground organisations. These forces will be committed in the
Reichsverteidigung only against such enemy forces intruding or leaving the Reich via south-west Belgium
and France. Transfers of these units over longer distances into the Reich’s termtory will be avoided in future.
The night fighter forces assigned fo Luftfiotte 3 will be assigned hitherto to Reich defence,

Particular attention is called for in the close cooperation between . and Il. Jagdkorps as well as
between Luftfiotte Reich and Luftflotte 2 by prompt communication of situation information and operational
objectives. Special directives will be issued regarding signals communications and improvements in
radar and fighter control systems as well as the possible transfer of the |. Jagdkorps command post,”

Under direct threat from the Allies in the West, Josef Schmid went to considerable lengths to arrange
conferences at which he informed the commanders of home defence fighter units of the anti-invasion
measures being taken. The creation of Lachemair's Transfer Staff had gone some way towards building
a link between the Luftwaffe's fighter commands in France and those engaged in home defence. Its
various functions included the preparation of a fast-response schedule; the sufficient additional training
of fighter units in bombing and strafing attacks on ground and waterborne targets; overseeing the
re-equipping of aircraft as required in the event of an invasion; the preparation for transfer of individual
flying units and the motonsed elements of the ground organisations.

For this purpose it was necessary to;
a) ensure availability of additional equipment, ammunition and motor vehicles.
b} reconnoitre and establish the receiving airfields in co-operation with their command staffs.
c) establish air and land transfer routes and ensure adequate supplies for the units during
their transfers and immediately upon arrival at receiving airfields.

However, Lachemair and his staff found their job difficult, as Schmid explained:

‘In itself, preparation for the transfer of fiying units from the Reich to France and for the conversion
of these units’ role and equipment to another type of employment was nothing unusual, But it was the
conditions existing during the period of preparation that were unusual.”

‘The Reich defence fighter units were almost daily engaged in fierce combat against Allled air
attacks. They sustained heavy losses and their operations absorbed commanders and their pilots to
such an extent that anything not regarded as essentially necessary for the task in hand was liable to be
classed of secondary importance. The great number of written orders, supplements and amendments
issued by OKL as a result of the constantly changing overall situation in the Reichsverteidigung not only
impaired the transfer operation, but caused much confusion in the staff and units of the heavily strained
home air defence... An officer responsible for preparation of the transfer operation was appointed in
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each Jagddivision, Jagdgeschwader, Jagdgruppe and Staffel. One officer from the Transfer Staff
remained at |. Jagdkorps headquarters to receive orders, to receive and forward reports and to receive
and answer inquines related to the ‘Imminent Danger’ policy. However, the head of the staff and two of
its officers were constantly on the move in aircraft or by car offering assistance to the units and clarifying
problems. This activity showed its results especially in respect to the speeding up of additional supplies
of ammunition and other materie! and vehicles effected in close association with the supply agencies of
Luftfiotte Reich and I. Jagdikorps headguarters.'

At the end of March 1944, Lachemair reported to Schmid advising that preparations for the issuing
of an ‘Imminent Danger’ code word had been completed and that the time required from the moment
the code word was issued by Korps headguarters to the time the Jagdgruppen would be ready for
transfer would be approximately two hours,

On 1 April 1944, Lachemair confirmed that the following measures were in place;

a) Unit commanders and their staffs had been briefed on the concept of 'Imminent Danger’

b} Optimum availability of equipment, arms, ammunition and vehicles for conversion and
transfer purposes had been organised.

) Training for defensive action over an invasion front was complete, despite the heavy strain
imposed by the demands of Reich defence.

d} Thorough briefings at the airfields in the possible invasion zones and the routes to be used
in the eventuality of a sudden transfer had been carried out.

e} Supply chains had been established in case of transfer,

f} Lines of communication had been established with command staffs in possible invasion
zones down to and including airfield commands at receiving airfields.

On 13 May 1944, following operational experiences in ltaly, the OKL Operations Staff issued a Tactical
Directive in which it predicted the need for fighter units to adapt to operational demands when confronted
with *.... an enemy superior both in numbers and quality as will surely be the case in a landing in the West.
In case of an enemy fanding, the use of bomb-carrying fighters to support ground-attack units will become
necessary. Since time 1s short, suitable training for fighter units in ground-altack missions is o be
undertaken. To maintain operational readiness, fighter units will undertake this additional training on
operational airfields.’

OKL ervisaged the need for both Fw 190s and Bf 1095 to make close-formation diving attacks in
Gruppe and Staffel strength with bombs against ships in the landing area followed where possible by
strafing attacks, again in Staffel strength. In a summary of his mission, Lachemair concluded:

‘Upon orders of the |, Jagdkorps, | inspected all fighter units in the area of the Reichsverteidigung
during the months preceding D-Day... Combat morale and bearing of the men in the Reichsverteidigung
were admirable. This did not only apply to the flight crews, but was also true of the technical ground
personnel. There were only two sources from which the fighter units could gather strength to keep up their
unigue aftitude and these were firstly, their recognition of the necessity of their fight for their bleeding
homeland and their commitment in combat, which was beyond any reproach; secondly, the confidence in
their commanders up to their commanding general who demanded tolal commitment in combat, but whao
also appreciated their accomplishments and protected their honour as soldiers, At that time there was not
much ta inspire the heart of a young soidier with enthusiasm. The fighting had become more unequal from
day to day, the numerical superiority of the atfackers was overwhelming, the homeland more and more
damaged, the successes oblained were necessanly more and more limited, confidence had
decreased steadily. and finaily, the disgraceful reproaches by the German High Command were
the worst enemy of all.”

Despite the reinforcement of Reich defence with the ammival duning May of II. /3G 5 and N /JG 54 in
accordance with Gorng's and Galland's earlier discussions, it was a black month for losses of skilled
pilots and formation leaders, On the 8th, the Eighth Air Force struck at Berin and Braunschweig with a
force of neary BOO bombers escorted by more than 700 fighters, Lt Leopold Minster, Staffelkanitan
of 5 /G 3 was scrambled along with the rest of IL/JG 3 from Sachau at 08.42 hrs. Just after
10,00 hrs, west of Braunschwedg, his unit encountered B-17s and the 24vearold Rittentreuztdger
quickly claimed one of these, followed by a B-24 a little later in a second action in the Hildesheim area.
Unfortunately, Minster's Bf 109 G& was too close to its target as it exploded under the force of his
attack and the German pilot was killed in the blast over Wollersheim. A veteran of the Mediterranean
and Russian Fronts, he had been credited with 95 victories including 15 Viermots.
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FHIS PAGE This Faw 190 A-H. seen hese with
a Lufiwaffe war correspondent in the
fusclage, was flown by Odhr Wollgang Rose
of 4.7 26, L1, Hélmut Mg, anuother palaon
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shot down by Us fighters on 27 June

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-8 'Blue 10' flown by Ofhr. Wolfgang Rose of 4./)G 26, Spring 1944

Ofhr. Rose’s “Blue 10° was finished in a standard 74/75,/76 camouflage scheme with a yellow panel under the nose and a
yellow rudder. The use of blue as a Staffel colour began in 1943 when the Geschwader was expanded to twelve Staffeln
and was used by the 4., 8. and 12, Staffeln from March 1944 to March 1945,
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On 27 May, Maior Horst Carganico, the Gruppenkommandew of 1./1G 5 was Killed in France when his
Bf 109 G-5 crashed at Chevry, near St. Dizier as he was making an emergency landing. His unit had just
engaged a formation of B-17s and his machine had taken hits from the bombers' defensive fire.
Carganico, the son of a Luftwaffe general, was a 60wictory Experte and Ritterkreuziréger who had
previously flown with JG 77 over Morway, England and Russia. But perhaps the greatest blow of all had
occurred on 11 May when the Eighth Alr Force attacked marshalling yards in northeeastern France,
Belglum and Luxembourg, Nearly 200 bombers took part, and the fighter escort flew over 1,000 sorties.
At Paderborn, the Bf 109 Gs of Stab and IL./AJG 1 took off in the afternoon, with the
Geschwaderkommodaore, Oberst Walter Oesau, a veteran of the Spanish Civil War and a 123-wictory
Experte who wore the Rittedireuz with Eichenlsube and Schwerlen, leading three aircraft of the
Stabsschwarm. They were followed by the Bf 109 G8s of I11./)G 1, led by Major Hartmann Grasser. The
Stabsschwarnt was diving towards the bambers when it was bounced by Amernican fighters and Jesau was
engaged by five enemy aircraft. His wingmen, themselves fully nccupied by the encounter, could do nothing
to hedp, Attempting to escape. Oesau progressively ost height. Ofw. Leo Schuhmacher of 11 /4G 1 recalled:
“Several times | had said to Qesau that the Fw 190 was better than the 8fF 109, but being an oid 109
pilot, ke preferred {t. On 11 May, [Heirz) Bar [Gruppenkommandeur of IL/0G 1] remained on the ground
because of techmical problems and Oesau led the formation totalling 30 aircraft. At high altitude we
spotled the enemy fighters and Qesau ordered me over the radio to take . Gruppe with me. As [ was
later told by his wingman, a young Oberfahnrich, Oesau was altacked by F&1s which forced him into a
turning dogfight. Each turn became tighter, and the Bf 108 sfowed down, more so than his adversanes,
Desau was probably shot down near the ground, | saw Oesau's body; the whole left side of him appeared
to have been hit by a burst. Thus wounded, he no doubt foed fo carry out a makeshilt landing.”

The remains of Oesau’'s Bf 109 G-6 were found several kilometres from St Vith in Belgium. His body
was found nat far away. It had been thrown clear on impact. Several years after the war, Mafor Grasser,
an Eichenlaubtrager with close on 100 victories gained in both the East and West and who had just taken
over IIL/JG 1, also commented on Oesau's loss: Al that Ume, Cesau was physically and mentally
exhausted, The German feghter pilats, like their officers, had to fight rght through the war, without
respite. | consider it & grave error on the part of our High Command. | personally took part in the combat
when Oesau was lost, Alone, chased by Lightnings and Mustangs, he had no chance of escaping. MNefther
did we. It was in this way that we lost the majonty of the best amang us.”

In a sad twist of fate, several hours after Oesau’s disappearance, a letter signed by Galland arrived
at the unit's Stab, It was an order posting Oesau to Galland’s headquarters staff, but by then it was too

ate. All that could be done was ta honour the fallen hero and, henceforth, the premier fighter unit would
be known as Jfagdgeschwader 1 "Oesau.’

Oesau's loss was irreplaceable and his leadership and experierce — and those of the other Experten
ost in the spring of 1944 — would be sorely felt by the Jagdwaffe during the following, critical weeks,

LEFT: Major Heing
Hér, the
Eommmzndeur of
LA 0, i the
oockpit of his

Pw 190 A-7

HI-..'I" ..:.'%
photographed in
the evening ol

22 April 1944 upon
his return o thee
Gruppe’s hase at
Swormede afier
destroving a
Liberutor as his
2iMith victory. As
Red 23 was Hir's
reserve machase
thie wictory
marking was
applied v his
oither Pae 194 A-T,
Red 13!




Defending the Reich @ 203
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 G-14 'White 1’ of 9./JG 26, 1944

This aircraft was camouflaged in the typical three-tone grey scheme comprising the colours 74,/75,/76 and had a yellow rudder and yellow
panel under the nose. The spinner was a plain, semi-gloss black, and the fuselage had an area forward of the windscreen which had
evidently been repainted with 75.
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ABCHVE: Peve 159405 of
bl Wildemar Radener The rudder of this machine is mazked with 21 victoey bars, the most recent representing a B-24 ol the 487th Bomb Giroup which Radener
attacked on 11 May. On that occasion e was Cying an A8 with the tactcal number "Brown 27, bt soon collided sith another B-24 and baled our with minor injusics
The A-T shown hene is therefore his replhcement airceaft. Al the eod of Januery, Radener becume Kommandewr of ILAG 26 and led this Groppse until

X2 Febovmry when he transfierred to command TLAG 5300, He weas still serving with this Coruppe when he was awarded the Rinterkreuz on 12 March, although thes was
targely in respect of his gchievements while with [1LAG 26, Radener survived the sear with 37 victories and .\th-;rqur_'nll'. |IJ!I1:'-| the Bundesiutrwsitle, only to be Killexd

G 20 in ighe inoearly May 1944, The aireraft nearest the camera is an Fw 190 A7, "Beowen 4, wehich was Ffleven by the Seaffelkapitiin

ina I'I:. ing accident in 1957

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-7 'Brown 4' flown by Obit. Waldemar Radener, Staffelkapitan of 7./1G 26, early May 1944
After March 1944, 7./)JG 26 was the only Staffel of the Geschwader to use brown as a Staffel colour and this remained in use for a
yvear. Otherwise, the external appearance of this machine is typical of the pericd with camoufiage consisting of a 74/75/76
scheme. The yellow rudder is marked with 21 victory bars in black.
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Mass against Mass 1 - Gefechtsverbande

Or‘l 2 April 1944, following a series of earlier attempts which had to be aborted on account of the
weather, the US Fifteenth Air Force in Italy sent nearly 450 B-17s and B-24s to the ball-bearing and
Daimler aircraft components plants at Steyr in Austria. The bombs were to be released through cloud
and the bombers were escorted by P-38s and P-47s.

In response, |. Jagdkorps deployed 226 fighters from units of 3. Jagddivision from the Frankfurt area
towards Wels and units of 7. Jtagddivision based in Bavaria towards Passau and Salzburg, and from
Vienna towards the Graz area. One such unit operating under the command of 7. Jagddivision was
IV./JG 27 based at Graz-Thalerhof under Hptm. Otto Mevyer. In a typical action led by Mever, the Gruppe's
Bf 109 G-8s were ordered to intercept the American formation as it approached from the direction of
Linz. They made contact with the bombers shortly after 10,30 hrs in the area between Graz and
Klagenfurt. At a height of 7,000 metres, IV./JG 27 manoeuvred for a rear attack and in a short, intense
air battle, the Bf 109s swept in from behind and below, opening fire with their MG 151,20 cannon from
200 metres. In a series of attacks lasting 15 minutes, the Gruppe claimed four Abschisse and three
Herausschusse. Hptm. Meyer claimed two of the Herausschiisse for his 13th and 14th victories, while
at 10.47 hrs, Fw. Werner Doring of 12./1G 27 flying "Yellow &', who was leading a Schwarm of Bf 109s
comprising Uffz. Otto Kihn as his wingman with the other Rotte led by Fv. Rudolf Philipp, targeted the
rearmost flight of Liberators of the last box. Déring selected one bomber and scored hits on the fuselage
and left wing. The B-24 fell away from its formation and the German pilots watched as it passed away
and below them trailing thick smoke. Later that day, Hptm. Meyer and Lt. Franz Stigler, Staffelkapitan of
12./1G 27 approved Doring's claim for a Herausschuss.

Franz Stigler recalled that attacking bombers was a draining, dangerous process: *B-24s suffered
from [a build up of] fuel fumes in the fuselage and that was their weak point. We found that they were
easier to shoot down because they burned. The B-17s took a lot more punishment. It was terrifving. |
saw them in some cases with their tail fins torn in half, elevators missing, tail gun sections literally
shot to pieces, ripped away, but they still flew. We found them a lot harder to bring down than the
Liberators, The Liberators sometimes went up in flames right in front of you.

“Attacking bombers became a very mechanical, impersonal kind of warfare; one machine against
another. That's why | always tried to count the parachutes. If you saw eight, nine or ten 'chutes come
out safely, then you knew it was OK, you felt better about it, But when you flew through a formation,
the B-17s couwldn't miss you. If they did something was wrong. | never came bachk from attacking
bombers without a hole somewhere in my aircraft.”

Also in -action against the Steyr attack on 2 April was Ill./JG 3 which put 17 Bf 109s into the air at
09.56 hrs led by Lt JOrgen Horschelmann. Assembling with aircraft of 1L/JG 5 over Passau at
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7,000 metres, the Messerschmitts set course for Steyr and soon sighted B-17s of the 5th Bombardment
Wing. As the Gruppe made its attack, American escort fighters intercepted and the unit immediately
suffered two losses when one pilot was forced to bale out and the aircraft of Uffz. Alfred Damaschko
was hit and was seen to plunge into cloud. Damaschko crashed to his death 40 kilometres south-east
of Steyr. However, breaking through the fighter defence, the remaining fighters attacked the bombers
and claimed five Abschiisse including one by Lt. Horschelmann and one by Lt. Raimund Koch, each of
whose claims represented their respective 14th victories. Nevertheless, the unit returned to Warishofen
missing three further aircraft which had crash-landed.

In summarising operations for April 1944, Generalleutnant Schmid stated that the main purpose of
the Jagdwaffe units engaged in the Reichsverteidigung was to combat bombers and not to tackle fighters
and win air superiority:

‘The daylight air warfare over the Reich with the increased American offensive action had brought
about a psychological effect on all Luftwaffe command staffs and dominated them. Nowhere, at no
command headquarters, neither at OKH, nor at OKL, nor on the staff of the General der Jagdflieger,
nor at Luftflotte Reich, nor at the headquarters of I Jfagdkorps was an adequate plan under
consideration for operations to gain air supremacy by a victorious fighter battle. The attention of all
responsible commanders was focused on only one danger — the Flying Fortress and their bomb loads.
The persistent demand for destroying American bombers by an incessant commitment of fighters
anginated with the Fluhrer.'

The principle of the 'Gefechstverband, or battle formation, a large composite formation of fighters,
was being increasingly adopted by the Germans as a means with which to tackle mass with mass. In
this regard, the Gruppen of 1G 3 often flew into action alongside the heavily armed and armoured
Fw 190 A-6s and A-Ts of Sturmstaffel 1, the specialist close-range 'bomber killer' unit formed by Major
Hans-Glnter von Kornatzki the previous autumn.

On 8 April, fog prevernted a large part of the US 1st Bombardment Division from taking off to attack
its assigned target. the airfield at Oldenburg, The 3rd Bombardment Division despatched 255 B-17s to
airfields across northwest Germany and the B-24 Liberators of the 2nd Bombardment Division headed
for aircraft production plants at Braunschweig as well as Langenhagen airfield and other targets. The
whole force was protected by 780 fighters., In response, a Gefechisverband comprising Sturmstaffal 1
and Stab, |., Il.,, and IW./JG 3 was scrambled to intercept the US raid northwest of Braunschweig,
Launching a massed frontal attack over Fallersleben, a massive air battle commenced, the sky swirling
with P-51s, P-38s, Bf 109s and Fw 190s as the bombers lumbered on with their bomb run.

The Sturmstaffel attacked a box of Liberators and within a matter of minutes had shot down four of
them with Lffz. Kurt Rihrich claiming his fifth victory with Lt Siegfried Malier and LI Richard Franz
claiming their third victories. Uffz. Heinz Steffen was credited with a Herausschus, also as his third
victory. As L. Franz remembered:

“After this mission, | had the opportunity to meet a crew member of the bomber | had shot gown. |
landed at Magdeburg airfield and met him there in the operations room. He was a lieutenant, his name
was Andy and he was the only member of the crew who had survived the attack. We had a good talk and
he presented me with his flying jacket — half leather and half silk with 24 previous missions written in
ink on the sitk part of the facket. including the date and target. He told me that this was
their iast mission and that, had they returned, they would have been posted back fo the
States. But he also felt lucky to be alive. | had that jacket until the end of the war, whern
| was shot down for the last time on 25 April 1945 by a Russian fighter over Berlin.”

The next day.over 400 USAAF Viermots escorted by 719 fighters attacked aircraft
factories and airfields in north east Germany. A Gefechtsverband under the command
of the Ritterkreuzirdger Major Friedrich-Harl Miller and comprising Sturmstaffel 1 and
IV./)G 3 was assembled over the Baltic coast near Rigen and the air battle began
shortly before midday. IV./JG 3 accounted for seven Viermots, with Oblf. Otto Wessling
scoring his 7Tth wictory (although he would be killed In action ten days later) and
Lt. Hans Iffland knocked down two for his sixth and seventh victories. Sturmstaffel 1
also claimed a bomber.

On the 11th, the Americans launched an all-out assault against centres of aircraft
production In eastern Germany, A record-breaking force of 917 B-17s and
B-24s was assembled to strike at the Focke-Wulf plants at Poznan and Sorau, the
Junkers plants at Bernburg and Halberstadt, the Pommernsche Motorenbau works at
Stettin and Cottbus and various assembly plants at Oschersleben. This enormous
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armada was protected by more than 800 fighters drawn from 13 fighter groups of the Eighth Air Force
and four from the Ninth Air Force's Third Division, though with bomber resources stretched over such a
wide range of deep penetration targets, even this escort was barely adequate and weather conditions
had improved only marginally over those prevailing on the 9th.

In response, the |. Jagdkorps sent up a total of 432 single- and twin-engined fighters drawn from 1.,
2, and 3. Jagddivision. Sturmstaffel 1 and IV./)G 3 received the Alarmstart order and took off from
Salpwedel at 10.05 hrs and formed up into a Gefechtsverband with elements of various units drawn from
1. and 3. Jagddivision. The Americans were sighted some 40 minutes later between Braunschweig and
Halberstadt, Sturmstaffel 1 separated from IV./JG 3, with the latter unit directing its attack against a
combat box of B-17s, whilst the Sturmstaffel closed in on a formation of some 50 B-24 Liberators from
the 2nd Bombardment Division in the Hildesheim area. For the Americans it was to be carnage, whilst
the Sturmstaffel enjoyed its most successful action in its short-lived history. Five B-24s were either shot
down or cut away from their formation in 60 seconds. IV./)G 3 claimed a staggering 23 B-17s shot down
or severely damaged, including three by the redoubtable Otto Wessling who raised his score to 80
victories, JG 1 also gave a good account of itself, despite failing to form up with I./JG 27, and claimed
16 Viermots downed, while |, and 1Il./JG 11 claimed 19,

In its Narrative of Operations, the Eighth Air Force reported on the combined attack: '... the leading
group on Oschersieben was not attacked until it reached the IP near Hildesheim where about 50
Fw 190s and Me 108s were seen. A number of enemy aircraft passed through the formation in ones and
twos from 10 o'cleck making unpressed attacks. The last combat wing on Oschersleben encountered
about 25 Fw 180s and Me 109s which attacked aggressively just after the target. Enemy aircrafl would
come in three or four abreast or in a V formation from ahead or high and level.’

The Eighth Air Force also concluded that the Lufiwaffe had mounted '... one of its most severe and
well co-ordinated defences marked by shilful handling of a considerable number of twin-engined day
fighters in the Stettin area and single-engine fighters in the Hannover-Oschersleben area.'

Following this action, a few Sturmidger, together with elements of IV./IG 3, joined up and flew in
formation back to Salzwedel. Once landed, they quickly refuelled and rearmed for a second mission
directed against the returning bombers. They took off at 12,40 hrs. Heading to the north-west, they took
only 15 minutes to seek their prey. Thirty minutes later, having assembled into attack position, they closed
in on a formation of B-17s, most probably from the 3rd Bombardment Division retuming from bombing
Rostock and Stettin, Sturmstaffel 1 shot down one B-17, whilst pilots of IV./JG 3 shot down another nine.

The Eighth Air Force recorded what happened to the 3rd Bombardment Division: ‘immediately after
the bombing assault, 30 to 35 Fw 190s and Me 109s began aggressive and vicious frontal attacks with
enamy aircraft coming in abreast and flying through formations. At least 15 aircraft were lost in the
combination of these attacks.

The Eighth Air Force reported 12 B-24s and 33 B-17s lost, including 11 that landed in neutral
Sweden due to battle damage: |. Jagdkorps reported the loss of 36 aircraft with 13 German pilots
reported killed, 17 wounded and a further 24 missing.

On 13 April 1944, aircraft manufacturing facilities and associated industries were again the targets
far the Eighth Air Force as the American offensive switched to southern Germany. This time it was to be
the turn of the ballbearing factories at Schweinfurt, the Messerschmitt production plant at Augsburg,
the Dornier plant at Oberpfaffenhofen and Lechfeld airfield. Five hundred and sidy six of the 626
bombers despatched were effective over their assigned targets escorted by nearly 900 fighters,
Sturmstarfel 1 and V. /JG 3 took-off following an Alarmstart at 12.45 hrs, forming up into a Geschwader
based Gefechtsverband with the Stab, |, and I1./JG 3, Towards 14.00 hrs, enemy condensation trails
were sighted east of Giessen at 6,500 metres, but the formation was flying with an immensely strong
escort of P-51 Mustangs. At 14.00 hrs over Aschaffenburg, the German formation launched a frontal
attack against the third wave of bombers. Ignoring the Mustangs and powering through a formation of
some 150 B-17s, the Fw 190s of Sturmstaffel 1 shot down five Viermots in a matter of seconds.

The Eighth Air Force recorded: “Of the three Bombardment Divisions,[the] 1st met the heaviest air
opposition... Around 14.00. another series of attacks was launched 10 minutes before Schweinfurt
and continued for about half an hour, The lead Combat Wing, which sustained the heaviest losses was
first attacked at about 13.50 near Klingenberg. Eight B-17s of the high group were shot down in about
three minutes...'

The onslaught against the German aircraft industry continued with the Eighth Air Force mounting
attacks on a range of targets around Berlin including Oranienburg, Perleberg, Brandenburg and
Rathenow on 18 April.
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The tactical partnership of Sturmstarffel 1 and IV./JG 3 was ordered into the air at 13.30 hrs, but
had weather prevented assembly with other units and it was only these two units, together with Bf 1093
of the Wilde Sau unit IL. /)G 302 from Ludwigslust, which carred out a close-formation attack on some
350 B-17s escorted by 100 fighters. Sixty kilometres west of Berlin, Sturmstaffel 1 attacked first, with
Gefr. Wolfgang Kosse claiming one of the Fortresses as his 215t victory and Uffz. Kurt Réhrich another,
as his eighth, from 6./JG 302, Ofw. Eberhard Kroker claimed a Herausschuss over a
B-17, his second victory in two days. though the Gruppe would unfortunately suffer the loss of the
Staffetkapitan of its 4. Staffel, Ot Willi Klein. when he was shot down cver Alberode near Eschwege.

Closely following the Sturmstaffel, IV./JG 3 again showed its mettle by claiming no fewer than 19
B-17s destroyed, though the actual American losses for the entire mission were 19 B-17s including one
aircraft which was interned in Sweden, Only one pilot was lost from IV./JG 3. This not insignificant
accomplishment was deemed sufficient to gain Major Friedrich-Karl Miller a mention in the official
Wetrmacht bulletin of the day.

Following the events of 29 April 1944, wnen Berlin was again the target, a German press reportar
wrote: “When, at noon on Saturday, the sirens wailed over Berlin and, a little later, single groups of US
gangster aircraft appeared over the capital to drop their terror bombs aimlessly an a wide spread
residential area of the city, the operation rooms of the German air defences had been working at a high
pitch for a long time..."

The Eighth Air Force committed 368 B-17s and 210 B-24s for this attack on the German capital,
while another 38 B-17s were 1o attack various targets of oppartunity in the Berlin and Magdeburg areas.
Escort was to be provided by 814 USAAF fighters.

To meet the Americans, |. Jagdkorps was ready to deploy 275 single- and twirrengined fighters.
According to the Korp's war diary: ‘From OF. 25 hours, the German intercept service was able to locate
the assembly of 11 combat wings. Commencing at 09.15 hrs. 600 bombers, 400 single-engineg and 200
twin-engine fighters took off from the Great Yarmouth area to fly an offensive mission in an easterly
direction towards Berlin. They crossed the Zuider Zee, towards Hannover and Soltaw and struck at Berlin
fiying by way of Stenoal ana Pritawalk.’

At 10.10 hrs, Sturmstaffel 1 and V. /)G 3 took off together from Salzwedel led by L Hans Weik,
Staffelkapitan of 10./JG 3. Once assembled with other Gruppen from the Reichsverteidigung over
Magdeburg, at 10,45 hrs, the Gefechtsverband headed towards Braunschwelg. Shortly before
11.00 hrs, the German formation sighted the American bombers and Weik turned his aircraft 1580
degrees to launch a frontal attack,
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Simultaneously, and in conformity
with its tactical doctrine, the Sturmstaffel
formed up for a rearward attack on
another part of the formation. trusting in
its armour-plated cockpits to afford the
pilots protection whilst closing in to
killing range.

By the time the Gefechstverband had
finished its work, nine B-17s had gone
down under the guns of V)G 3
including two claims from Walk and one
each from Uffz. Walter Loos and Uffz
Willi Unger, both of 11./JG 3. All three of
these pilots would be awarded the
Ritterkreuz later in the war. For its part, the Sturmstaffel had accounted for a further 13 Fortresses.

The Eighth Air Force reparted: “The 44 Combat Wing experienced difficulty with PFF equipment and lost
visual contact with other bombers and fighter escort. Reaching the Magdeburg area, the Wing was attacked
by packs estimated as totalling 100 enemy aircraft which attacked in waves from nose to tail. Attacks were
pressed home vigorously and closely and lasted for about 20 minutes. The Wing lost a total of 18 B-17s.'

Altogether, the Berlin raid cost the Americans 38 B-17s and 25 B-24s with a total of 18 crewmen
killed and 606 missing. The war diary of |. Jagakorps recorded: 'In spite of good visibility and high numernical
strength, the large-scale attack on Berlin was, for the American air force, no success of greal importance
in respect to the overall war effort. Industry in Berfin sustained only slight damage. Damage to buildings
and the losses of personnel were heawy. The strafing attacks on airfields showed no results.. .

The German press was guick to exploit what had been perceived as a failure for the Eighth Air Force
and a victory for the Luftwaffe: ‘One of the biggest air battles ever fought!' proclaimed a Luftwaffe
reporter. ‘U5 fighters inferior to Messerschmitts and Focke-Wulfs... The fierce onslaught by German
fighters increased in violence when the enemy bombers reached the Berlin area. .. Any order among the
bomber formations was visibly shaken from the moment the big air battle over the Elbe began...'

Meanwhile, on 15 April Generalleutnant Galland had visited Salzwedel to brief officers of the
Geschwaderstab JG 3 and Stab IV./JG 3. Accompanying him was Hptm. Wilhelm Moritz, whom the
General der Jagdfieger introduced as the new Gruppenkemmandeur of V. Gruppe, replacing
Hptm. Heinz Lang whe had stepped briefly into the role following Major Friedrich-Karl Miller's
appointment as Geschwaderkommodare., Moritz was an experienced fighter pilot who had joined JG 3
from 11./JG 51 in Qctober 1943,

Curing the meeting, Galland spoke of his plans for the tactical reorganisation of IV./JG 3. During the
‘Big Week' raids of early 1944, pilots such as Hans Weik, Willi Unger and Hans Iffland had achieved
impressive personal victories against the Viermots. Indeed, as a result of the whole Gruppe's
encouragingly consistent successes against the bombers, Galland intended to convert the unit into a
fully-fledged Sturmgruppe which would opperate in accordance with the tactical doctrine of the original
Sturmstaffel but in Gruppe strength. Galland also intended that every Geschwader operating in the
agefence of the Reich would eventually include its own Sturmgruppe. Reaction to this proposal on the
part of IV./JG 3's pilots however, appears to have been mixed and led to considerable debate. Though
Galland's reasoning was appreciated, many officers felt that it was unnecessary to sign ocaths and
documents of obligation in the same way as the Sturmstaffel, let alone volunteer for tactics which would
involve ramming or court-martial, when those already employed were achieving results.

Moritz recalled: “When | took over the leadership of the Sturmstaffel at Salzwedel, the two ranking
officers of the unit, von Mornatzki and Bacsila, were not fit for action; one was ill, the other wounded. |
have to admit that my relationship with these two officers was not the best because | had the impression
that they allowed their Staffel to go into action without their leadership. This was not acceptable practice
for responsible officers. In their absence, Lt. Gerth led the Staffel on operations, For my part, | never
accepted the fighting tactic favoured by von HKornatzki and never bound a pilot to ram a bomber. My
IV. /4G 3 scored many victories attacking bombers with traditional tactics and their successes rested on
the sense of duly and the tactics of my men, namely attacking in closed formation and opening fire at
close quarters.”

Perhaps the most immediate change for the Gruppe however, was Galland's plan to replace its
Ef 109 G-8s with the more heavily armed and armoured Fw 190 A-8, an aircraft considered better suited
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to the role of close-range Sturmjdger. The Fw 190 A-B/R2 — many of which would equip the Sturmgruppen
~featured two 20 mm MG 151 cannon installed in the wingroots and two 30 mm MK 108 cannon in the
wings. The cowlmounted MG 131 machine guns fitted to the standard A-8 were removed to reduce
weight and the gun troughs were covered with armoured plate, Additionally, a panel of & mm armoured
glass was mounted on each side of the cockpit canopy and a sheet of & mm armour plate, extending
from the lower edge of the cockpit canopy to the wing root, was mounted externally on each side of the
fuselage to protect the pilot from lateral fire. Another armoured panel on the underside of the aircraft
protected the pilot's seat to a point sufficiently forward to protect his feet and legs.

Fw. Willi Unger of 11.Sturm)/JG 3 summarised the Fw 190 A8 thus: “Advantages: wide
undercarriage, large twin-row radial engine which protected the pilot from fire from the front, electric
starter motor and electiic trim system. Disadvantages: there was a danger of turning over when braking
hard on soft or sandy ground. In combat against enemy fighters, more awkward because of the heaw
armour plating. Strong at low altitudes, inferior to the Me 109 at higher altitudes. In my opinion, the
Fw 130 — in this version — was the best aircraft used in formation against the Viermots."

On 29 April, the day the Eighth Air Force bombed Berlin, an order was received from OKL officially
redesignating IV./JG 3, under the command of Hptrm. Moritz, te W[Stwm)/JG 3 in line with Galland’s
intentions. Sturmstaffel 1 was dissolved and its pilots and ground crews formed the nucleus of
11.(Sturm)/JG 3 under the command of Lt. Werner Gerth.

On & May, the targets were again Berlin and Braunschweig. Mearly 750 B-17s and B-24s escorted
by more than 729 fighters reached Germany, with the B-24s of the 2nd Bombardment Division leading
the formation in a straight line to Berlin, passing over the Zuider Zee and onwards, north of Hannover.
East of Uelzen, the 2nd Bombardment Division, together with the 45th Combat Wing from the 3rd
Bombardment Division which had become separated from the Berlin force,
turmed south to bomb Braunschweig.

At 0OB.42 hrs, W.(Sturm) /)G 3 together with Stab/JG 3 were airborne to
intercept. At 10.00 hrs, despite worsening weather, contact was made with the
B-24s. Fw. Oskar Bosch remembers events clearly:

“I particulary remember the 8 May mission, the details of which are
engraved in my memory and which went wrong from the beginning. We were
flying at 3,000 metres beside a box of B-24s at & slightly lower altitude when
our own Flak mistock us for 8 target! A shell exploded near my aircraft and
riddled it with shrapnel. Almost immediately. a trail of oil appeared on my
windscreen and canopy. An oif pipe had been hit. | called on the radio to my
comrades that | had to leave the flight. This | did without losing a minute;
getting closer and closer to the B-24s. As | flew down through the bomber
formation, | found that | had to fire at the fast B-24 which burst into fragments.
I continued to fire as | flew through the formation but [ had no time to observe
the results because, in a brief matter of time, | had passed through some 60-
plus bombers.

“I was in a relatively secure pasition — in between the bombers where |
could not be fired at without the gunnars risking hitting one of their own bombers. Out of ammunition
and overexcited, [ decided to ram onel | moved into an obligue attack on a B-24. | could feel the
buffeting from the slipstream. My aircraft was thrown off-balance and | missed my intended victim by
anly a few metres. Then the sky became clear in front of me. Looking around, | could see no bombers,
anly somme kind of hell of fire, My plane vibrated as shots hit home and | am sure that the lateral armour
plating saved my life. Pushing my stick forward, regardless of the terrific negative G forces, | was now
in a straight dive, (at 1,000 kmsh), engutfed in bullets and hits., Without wasting time, | undid my harness
and jettisoned the canopy; a freezing wind snatched me from my seat. | felt terrified during my free-fall
af 5,000 metres as | waited to pass through the clouds before opening my parachute. | landed at Goslar
in the Harz. | was lucky to have been only lightly wounded in the head by some shrapnel and slightly
burned on the face from my fall in the freezing air, because my parachute had been plerced many times
by bullets!”

USAAF Intelligence later reported: ‘The B-24s attacking Brunswick were strongly atlacked in the
target area... Some mass gttacks were made, but the mafority of passes were made by groups of four
to eight, head-on, level, and slightly high out of the sun...The farmation was subjected to fierce fighter
oppasition in the Nienburg area when nearing Brunswick without escort. About 75 enemy aircraft, mostly
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Fw 190s, attacked in a square block formation, massing and assaulting from the nose. These pilots
were expenienced and viclously aggressive, pressing so closely that in one instance a bomber was
destroyed by collision with an enemy fighter...'

Oskar Bdsch was credited with a B-24 Herausschuss following this operation while
V.A{Sturm)/IG 3's total claims amounted to 19 Abschisse and Herausschisse, compared with the loss
of 11 B-24s plus a further seven subsequently written off.

Since March 1844, General Carl Spaatz, commander of USSTAF, had been closely monitoring
Germany's oil storage and production capacity. The bombing pelicy directive issued by Sir Arthur Tedder
on 17 April 1944 to Sir Arthur Harris and Spaatz stipulated that: ... the overall mission of the strategical
Air Forces remains the progressive destruction and dislocation of the German military, industrial and
economic system, and the destruction of vital elements of lines of communications. In the execution of
this overall mission the immediate objective is first the destruction of German combat strength, by the
successful prosecution of the combined bomber offensive.”

Despite the omission of oil as a specific target. two days after the directive, Eisenhower provided
Spaatz with wverbal authority to proceed with a “limited offensive™ against German oil targets.
Encouraged, Spaatz ordered the Eighth Air Force's commander, General Doolittle, to begin attacking as
many oil targets in central Germany as possible. However, the weather gave the Germans a badly
needed respite and it was not until 12 May that the first massed bomber formations, drawn from 15
combat wings with an escort provided by the USAAF and the RAF, headed out on a carefully-plotted
course to bomb the synthetic production plants at Zwickau, Merseburg-Leuna, Brix and Litzkendorf.
Once again, however, the skilful German fighter controllers had been watching developments and in a
refreshingly successful operation sent up to intercept them a total force of 470 single- and twin-engined
fighters from JG 1, JG 3, JG 5, JG 11, JG 26, JG 27, JG 53 and ZG 26. These harassed the bombers
from Frankfurt to the targets in well co-ordinated attacks and the Americans reported confranting the
largest numbers of Zerstdrer for several weeks. Some even reported rammings and the sheer
aggression of the attacks forced at least one combat wing to become completely disorganised and lose
contact with half its bombers. By the end of the day, the strike force had lost 46 bombers. For the
Luftwaffe however, the cost had again been high, with losses in the |. fagdkorps sector amounting to 34
aircraft destroyed with a further 31 written off due to damage in excess of 60 per cent.

On the 28th, a record 1,341 heavies were dispatched against six oil and rail targets in Germany,
but nearly 500 were forced to abort due to the weather. Against the balance of this force, |. Jagdhorps
deployed 333 single- and twin-engined fighters, of which 266 engaged in combat. The bombers caused
heavy damage to a tank depot at Magdeburg, a sugar refinery at Dessau and three hydrogenation plants.

Among the units sent to intercept the bombers aiming for Magdeburg was Hptm. Ernst Dillberg's
M. G 27 whose Bf 109 G-6s took off from Gotzendorf/Leltha at 12.47 hrs. Over the Wittenberg area
of central Germany however, the Gruppe sighted a small formation of B-17s on its way to bomb the
Junkers works at Dessau and engaged the Wiermots at some 7,000 metres over the small town of Zerbst
to the east of Magdeburg. Flying as a Hettenfiihrer with 8./1G 27 was Uffz. Hans-Joachim Burkel who
selected a B-17 and made his approach from behind, below and to the right of the bomber and opened
fire with his MG 151/20 cannon at 350 metres range. Closing to 200 metres, he saw hits in both
starboard engines and the Fortress started to burn and trail dense smoke. Burkel then saw crew
members bale out, but was not able to see the bomber go down as a pair of P-51 escort fighters
appeared and unsuccessfully attempted to attack him. Burkel was able to escape and land safely at
Barnburg, following which he was awarded a Herausschuss — his second - along with four other pilots
from the Gruppe. /)G 27 also claimed eight B-17s shot down for the loss of Glnther Weth of
7./1G 27. Three other aircraft were also lost but the pilots survived,

The |. Jagdkorps recorded a total 39 aircraft destroyed, five missing and 34 badly damaged. The
Americans lost 26 B-17s and six B-24s as well as 14 escort fighters.

Major Anton Hackl, Gruppenkommandeur of IL./JG 11, an Eichenlaubetrdger with more than 150
victories to his credit, was one of the Luftwaffe’s principal tacticians and a leading “bomber killer”. On
20 May 1944, he sent a paper o Galland in which he offered his suggestions on what was required 1o
deal with the Viermois:

'The aim of all fighter formations in operation against bombers when the target of the bomber
stream is known, should be:

a) To attack as late as possible, causing bombers to jettison even though a late approach excludes
the possibility of a second operation, or -
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bl To attack as early as possible, thus allowing Gruppe afler Gruppe o attack at minute intervals.
Alved fighter relief would then be forced to deal with the main body of attacking elements, ane after the
otiver, necessitating a splitting of forces and wouwid not be in & pasition to hamper individual Gruppen
making repeated frontal attacks, evernt where there was Allied high-altitude fighter cover. Secondly, on the
second sortie, auxiliary tanks showid be retained as far as possible in arder to challenge Allied
formations as deep a5 possible inside the Reich, FIEH[E'." protection /s less bold and weaker here, and
reiler dpes not always arrive as scheduled. T.l'.l."ﬂ'.l!r". It Is ceriainly possible 1o break up Alled formations
through these tactics: rear aftacks are then possible so that even bad gunners would have to get a
victory or be suspected of cowardice. Experience of frontal attacks shows that only older [experienced]
pilars get victores and for the most part, they get Wl Younger pilols do not approach correctly. nar go
in near enough. Fourthly, my Gruppe propeses therefore 1) to bring over continually from the Russian
Front voung mpilots with few victories so that the East would become a kind of baltie school for the West
and 2} every pifel, even whern fus anmunition has been expended, must attack in formation as long as
the Hommandeur does, in order to spiit up defence and prevent our own pilols refusing combat.”

The same day that Hackl drafted his paper, Galland summoned Major Walter Dahl, the commander
af 11./1G 3, to a meeting at Wiesbaden-Erbenbeim. Galland advised Dahl that he had been monitoring
the operations of his Gruppe - ong of the most successtul units serving in the Reichsverteidigung — for
the past few months and congratulated him on his considerable achievements. Since the first daylight
raid on Berlin in March 1944, there had been pressure on the command of the Jagdwaffe to improve
the control and co-ordination of the fragmented Gruppen based in the Reich in order to launch quick,
concentrated responses to the American bomber threat. The General der Jagdfiieger had put forweard
proposals for the formation of a special Gefechtsverband in Geschwaderstab strength known as the
Jagdgeschwader zur besonderen Verwendung (JGzbY). This would oversee a number of Jagdgruppen
based in southern Germany under 7. fagddivision and which would operate as a cohesive force with the
prime role of attacking bombers from both the US Eighth and Fifteentn Air Forces. it was hoped lessons
wiould be learned and experience gained. On 23 April 1944, Maior Gerhard Michalski, the Hommandeur of
I./3G 53 and a veteran Jagdifleger of the Mediterranean Front who wore the Ritterkreuz, was appointed
to setl up the Stab JGzbY at Kassel. On 1 May however, just days after his appointment, Michalski was
waunded in action and was temporarily assigned as a unit leader instructor. Galland subsequently ashked
Diahl if he would lead the JEzhY

Dahl agreed enthusiastically and after further discussions with Major Gerd Miller Timbusch,
Galiand's Chiaf-of-5taff, flew back to his unit the same day to put things into immediate effect, firstly
cverseeing the transfer of the Gruppe from Bad-Wonshofen to Anshach. The next day, 21 May, Dahl
etill at Warisholen - officially handed over command of II1,/1G 3 to Hptm. Karl-Heinz Langer, formerly the
Staffelkapitan of 7./JG 3. He then left for
Ansbach where he had established the
headquarters of the new Jagageschwader zbV,
In the meantime Muller-Trnmbusch had
assigned five Jagdgruppen to Danhl: WLAG 3
under Langer at Ansbach; [./JG & under Major
Horst Carganico at Herzognaurach (planned as
high-altitude escort fighters with the
Bf 104 G-6A5); 1L /)G 27T under Hptm. Ludwig
Franzisket at Unterschlauersbach; I1./1G 53
under Hotm, Juliuvs Meimburg at Frankfurt-
Eschbarn; and 1L /)G 54 under Hptm. Werner
Schroar at Lunebarg.

On 24 May, the JGzbHV flew its first major
cperation against the enemy in which a
successful engagemert was made against
some of the 517 B-17s which set out to bomb
Berlim under cover of nearly 400 escort
fighters. The |, Jagdkorps threw 255 single
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I./A3G 27, Il./1G 53 and |1l /)G 54, engaged in & massive, violent fighter-versus-fighter air battle in which
only a few aircraft succeeded in breaking through to the bombers. The Fw 190s of IIl./JG 54 accounted
for ten B-17s (including three Herausschisse). Thirtythree B-17s were lost and a further 256 damaged.
An ebullient Dahl sent a glowing report of events to Galland.

Three days later, on 27 May, the US 3rd Bombardment Division despatched 102 B-17s to bomb
aircraft industry targets and a marshalling yard at Strasbourg in France and a further 98 Fortresses to
strike a railway yard in Karlsruhe. The /GzbV ordered 1./JG 5 airborne at 11.00 hrs to intercept the
bombers heading for Strasbourg, and the Gruppe clashed with enemy fighters over the Alcase, losing
seven pilots including - as has been related earlier — Major Carganico, the Gruppenkommandeur.

At 11.30 hrs NIl./JG 3 took off with 21 Bf 1089s and headed for Karlsruhe. Ofw. Georg Strabele
claimed a B-17 destroyed and Hptm. Langer, a Herausschuss. Operating together, Il./JG 27 and
II./JG 53 engaged B-17s in the vicinity of Mancy at 12.15 hrs. The former Gruppe managed to destroy
two Mustangs and a B-17, while I1./JG 53's Ofw. Herbert Rollwage claimed one of the unit's score of
three B-17s, plus a P-51., However II./JG 27 |ost three pilots and six Bf 109s to enemy action, including
Fw., Rudolf Philipp of 6. Staffel, one of the unit's most accomplished pilots, and 1I./JG 53 reported the
loss of ane pilot killed and another wounded.

The fact was that throughout May, |, Jagdkorps still found it increasingly difficult to concentrate
its forces against large-scale American raids as its units were scattered across the Reich, had to fly
great distances to reach the bombers and required long periods to assemble into Gefechivervbande.
Consequently, German fighters were often late in intercepting the Viermots or were forced to land
early as a result of fuel shortage. Fw. Willi Unger of 11./JG 3 recalled: “The operational bases of our
fighter units in the Reichsverteidigung were spread all over Germany. Attempts to maintain strength
at critical times and in critical areas were made by the rapid redeployment of fighters to northern or
southern Germany. Several Gruppen from various airfields would combine in the air and were then led
from the ground to attack the approaching bombers. This did not always work. The bombers often
cheated by flying towards one town before changing course to bamb a completely different target. As
the endurance of our fighters flying with an auxiliary drop tank was a maximum 2.5 hours, we were
often forced to break off. There is no guestion of German fighters having the advantage, only
disadvantages, since the numbers of American escort fighters were far superior to us and they also
operated at higher altitude. ”

On 29 May, in response to a raid by the US Fifteenth Air Force against the Messerschmitt works at
Wiener-Neustadt, a lack of radio communication within a Gefechtsverband comprising IV.{Sturmn?)/JG 3
and elements from JG 300 which had just started large-scale daylight fighter operations, led to confusion
and the break up of the formation. Amidst the confusion, the aircraft flown by Major Friedrich-Karl Mller,
the Kommodore of JG 3 collided with another machine and was forced to crash-land at Salzwedel. Miiller
was Kkilled in the crash and having flown some 600 missions, his death added to the growing list of
valued formation leaders who had been killed defending the German homeland.

Schmid summarised the month of May 1944 thus: “American fighters, the strength of which had
increased considerably, were in a position to demonstrate their air superiority in various respects.
Especially impressive was the perfect and accurate cover they provided for the bombers as they made
their incursions and also as they returned to their bases. The fighter escort, flying up to an hour ahead
of the bombers, made the commitment of German air defence against the bombers extremely difficult
and sometimes even impossibie. Whenever German fighter units did succeed in attacking an American
bomber stream, American fighters arrived on the scene in a surprisinngly short time. "

I Jagakorps calculated that the ratio of total American air superiority (bombers and fighters) to
German strength was 7.7 to 1, while in fighters alone, the ratio was 3.8 to 1 in favour of the Americans,

Meanwhile, the OKL had been encouraged by the performance of the Sturmstaffel and with
V. Sturm)/JG 3. It was decided to increase the strength of the Sturmgruppe in late May by assigning to
it 2./)G 51, an Pw 190-equipped Staffel which had returned from the Eastern Front under the command
of the very experienced Ob/t. Horst Haase. Haase's Staffel would eventually be fully integrated into
IV Sturm)/)G 3 as 16. Staffe! in August. Furthermore, OKL ordered the establishment of two new
Sturmgruppen, I.(Sturm)/JG 4 and 11.{Sturm),/JG 300,

In mid-May 1944, Obstft. von Kornatzki was ordered to set up IL{Sturm}/JG 4 at Salzwedel and
Welzow. As the new Gruppe's zir and ground personnel had previously served with 1./ZG 1, which had
been equipped with Ju 88s and employed against Allied convays in the Atlantic, Komatzki decided that
to assist him he would gather together a solid core of pilots from Sturmstaffel 1 who understood what
was required of them and possessed the necessary combat experience, Consequently, a number pilots
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from Sturmstaffel 1 — including Fw. Gerhard Marburg, wiho became Komazki's wingman - joined the
Gruppe, and the former Ju 88 pilots were hastily converted to the Fw 190 at Hohensalza.

The first of the Gruppe's own Fw 190 A-8/R2s, however, did not 2rrive until late July, snd for most
of the summer ts personnel underwent further conversion and technical and tactical training.
Mevertheless, by the end of July, the composition of the new Sturmgruppe was as follows:

Stab, IL{Sturm)/JG 4 Ohstit. Hans-Ganter van Komatzki (newly promoted)

50 Sturm /G 4 Hptm. Wilhelm Fulda (replaced soon after by Eptm. Erich Jugel)
6.0 Sturm) /)G 4 Hptm. Manfred Kopcke

7.4 Sturm) /16 4 Obit. Cthmar Zehart

However, the Gruppe had to wait until late July to receive its first mw 120 A-8/R2s and for most of
the summer its personnel underwent conversion, technical and tactical training.

LEFF ANDVOPPOSMTE TOF AN O CENTRE: In May 1944, during a shost
sty at Barth, a Schwarm of Fw 190s from 12006 3 took part in trials
during which a singhe, rearwardHfiring 21 om morter tubse was e
beneath the aircraft's centre section. The ddea was that the pilo
worsiled fires the maoetar after e had mode 5 1':rm;: [l :q;;li"'hl, H
hamber formeation and had passed throogh e bombser box The
installateon was kncen as the 'Kechsgenit', or ‘Crab Deviee!, bu it
presved mechamically uneeliable and generally unsatistactory. The
additicmtl armour edded b the Fae 15580 had already affected its
perormance and Ui Willi Unger, one of the pilots who took part in
thee trials amd who is shown here with his Yellow: 17 staved thar the
weiht of the seeapon caused o further deteriorition in the airerlt’s
speed and manocuyrability, Ciher reports mention the weon's
Inberent inaccuracy ill'lll the « -:u':mqllrl'll |1-.|-, L 04 ] |11||:" :||Ii|q_l.|:||_;
Ceerman arrerfl, The steake on the moetar tube was paart ol o device
which petiined the moetar shell within the tube

Focke-Wulf Fw 120 A-8/R2 ‘Yellow 17" flown by Uffz. Willi Unger of 12./JG 3, Barth, May 1944

This profile shows Uffz. Unger's "Yellow 17' fitted with extra cockpit armour and equipped with a WGr.21 ‘Krebsgerat' below the fuselage.
The aircraft is finished in a standard 74,/75,/76 scheme and has a white band around the rear fuselage upon which is superimposed the
black wavy bar of IV. Gruppe. Note the MG 151,20 and MK 108 armament in the wings and that the fuselage MG 131 machine guns have
been removed and the blast troughs faired over
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BELOAE A line-up of Fae T90s from DViSturm TG 5, 2 of which are armed with

i single, rearwiand-firing Wire 21 mortar tube
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Geschwader Identification Bands

ne of the difficulties encountered by German pilots operating
O:l}::til].\il L5 bomber formations was that they became scattered
after each amack and wvaluable time was wasted in reforming on
formation leaders for a repeat attack. Therefore, in order 1o make the
gircraft flown by the Staffelkapitin or Gruppenkommuandeur more
easilv recognisable from 2 distance, the rudders or whole vertical rail

g1

P

e 2

JG 11

JG 54

JG 3

JG 26

G I7

surfaces on their machines were painted white, This arrangement
seems 1o have worked well enough until larger numbers of fighters
from several units were employed simultaneously, and 1o meet ths
eventuality, in the spring of 1943, ]G 1 began painting black and white
stripes on the engine cowlings of its Fw 190s and in the summer, parts
of JG 1 began painting the engine cowlings of their aireraft with a black
and white chequered pattern,

At the same time, as the reguirement arose for additional unitg to
distinguish their aircraft from those of others, some home defence units
began painting coloured bands around the rear fuselages of their
machines. One of the first units o adope the coloured fuselage band
was JG 11 which, in mid-1942, used a narrow white band. The aircraft
of JG 1 flew with a red fusclage band in addition to their striped or
cheguercd cowlings, and in the autumn, the dedicated anti-bomber unic
Sturmstaffel | began using a wide black/white/black band nacrowly
edged each side in white. At about the same time, JG 11 seems o have
changed its bands to vellow, possibly becawse their thin white Damnd was
too easily confused at any distance with the white in the bands used by
Sturmsiaffel 1. The use of this svsiem was obwiously effective becanse,
also i the autamn of 1943, 161 dispensed with the cowling markings
in Caverur of i wide red band aroand the rear fuselage. By early 1944, the

G 27




aicraft of those parts of JG 2
green fuselage bands while some Gruppen of JG 3 had white bands,
Unfortunately. no original German decumentation concerning the
unit identification  bands seems o carlicst
reference 1o them s found in an Allied intercept of a signal transmitted
vn hehalf of Reichmarschall Goring and dated 24 December 1944, The
AMlcd translation of this suwes tha, Japdgeschwader will be marked
with 90 em coloured band round fuselage for better differentiation
Each Geschwader to have different colours or combinzation of colours”

engapged in hiome defence had bright

exist, and the official

Today, these bands are usumlly, bt erroneously, referred to as
Reichsverteidigung, or Defence of the Reich bands, but it is interesting
toreflect that Reichsverteidigung was not a word mentioned in either
this or-a later order which, moreover, clearly state that their purpose
wits unit identification

Also interesting s the fact that the bands had been in use for some
considerable time: before the December order: Bqually curious is that 2
further two months woubd elapse before the issue of any confirmation
concerning the precise colowrs, or combination of colours, to be wsed by
each fagdgeschwader Again, the only reference to this erder, BB Nr2/25
L hdos dated 20 February 1945, is an Allicd tmnskition which stites:

Hy order of the Reichsmarschall and for purposes of improving aerial
recognition, fagdgeschwader aircmft are 0 be marked by fuselage-
ercircling coloured stripes as indicated in the appended enclosure.
Anention of troops down o pliceon level is o be drawn o these markings
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which should simplify the recognition and distinetion of our own arcraft.”

The translation then goes on to detail the colours and  colour
combinations to be used by cach unit, although the tone of the colours
actually used sometimes di
variation concerns the reference to the use of a bright blue, as specified
for 1G 54 and JG 300, whereas the tone actadly used wis sometines a
dark blue. It should also be noted thar some units, especially those
operating in the East, had no need of these bands, and while |G 51, for
example, may, therefore, not have used the bands at all, other unics Bater
omitted to apply them to new or replacement aircraft. In this respect,
while JG 4 is known 1o have employved its prescribed
white/black/white bands at the end of 190 DO
delivered in 1945 often did not. It s therefore true w say tha,
paradoxically. by the wme the Lufrwarfe issoed the official order
confirming which colours were (o be emploved, they were already

fiered from what was specilied. The greatest

1944, mew  Fw

Ealling into disuse.

Mo afficial documentation, German or Allied, has been discovercd
detailing the checked bands known to have been used by the
Kampigeschwader (73, the former bomber units operating in the fighrer
role. Some of these units were equipped with the Me 262 but the only
two Geschwader w apply checked bands were KGO O and KGO} 54.
The colour combimations used by these units bave now become known
as a result of post-war research and have therefore been inchuded in the
following colour ilustrations.

IG5

JG 51

JG 301

G &

JG 52

KG{l) &

JG 53

KG(J) 54
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Invasion

ith the economic and military infrastructure of the Reich directly threatened by the burgeoning
W.-‘l.llled air offensive, accusations began to mount that the German fighter force was inadequate
and incapable. Describing the condition of the fagdwatfe a few days before the Invasion, Schmid wrote:
‘Heavy losses as well as the great physical and psychological strain imposed on German fighter pilots
reduced the combat value of our wnits i Apnl and May 1944, The young repiacements showed
deficiencies In fiying and radic usage. They lacked combat experience, particularly in respect to high
aititude operations. Time and opportunities for fraining in the operational units was facking to an
increasing extent. The shortage of qualified
formation leaders increased. The excessive
strain caused by almost uninterrupted
commitment resulted n combat fatigue.
Experienced fighter pilots reached the limit
of their efficiency. They were wom out by the
many missions they had flown and needed a
rest. ANl these factors resulted in a number
af failed missions.

‘For the first time, branches of the
Wehrmacht, Luftwaffe, Government and
Party unjustifiably reproached the fighter
units of the home air defence for cowardice.,
In view of these accusations, it should be
noted that the infenor German day fighter
forces fought bravely and were subjected -
aspecially in May — to the heawest strain,
which admittedly reduced the substance of
thewr personne! and materie!, yet did not
serfously obstruct the overall structure of
these forces. The limited American
offensive activities against the Reich's

territory in the first week of June offered the day fighter forces of the home air  ABOVE Generallentnan: Josef Schmid

defence a brief respite for regeneration. Thus, it was possible that the day fighter  sccond [rom right) the commander of

£ \ = [ Jagdkarps from midSeptember 1943
Geschwader were reasonably intact and ready for defensive operations against the the end aof Movember 1944

Invasian n France -.|:|-|.'u*-'-|l'|_..' the measires 1o he
implemented in the event of an Allied
landing. On the far left is Oberst Walier
Oesau, a Sschwertentradger and
Eommodiore of JG 1 who wis shaot
dovwrn and kslled on 11 Mav 15944
Unfortunarely, the identity of the two
afficers standing with Ocsaw is not
known although both are wearing the
Ritterkrens

LEFT The Geschwaderkommodore of
0 26, Ovbstlt, Josef Priller, at
Cavancourt, the hase of 117G 26, soon
after the Adlied landings had taken
place. Cvhsale. Prilber and bis wingnian,
Oipfr. Helne Wodarcy k. Mew the oy
true Gorman fghters o make an
appeiarance over the Allied beachhead
on the moming of D-Day when they
muade a single strafing pass over British
trocps an “Swond' beach shortly afver
OR.IK) Bies, The very first Lufowafte
caylight sortics Cown in the invasion
arca by day combat unit, however, ane
attributable 1o some Faw 1990 fghier-
bormbers of 3 5KO 140 fronm Rosieres
whech claimed four Lancasier bombers
over The Cotentin peninsula berween
05 00 and 05,04 hrs
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On & June, the Allies
France, pouring 155,000 men and their
vehicles and equipment
Normandy beaches on this day alone. The
Allied  air was
sufficient capability to fly more
14,500 sorties within the first 24 hours,
Only two Luftwarfe fighter sorties were
flown that morning  when the
Geschwaderhommaodore of JG 26, Obstit,
Josef Priller and his wingman swooped in
at 15 metres over the British landing area
at ‘Sword’ beach, their Fw 190s raking
disembarking troops and armour with
cannon and machine gun fire.

landed in
onto  the

cover immense, with

than

In the early hours, the OK]
teleprinters clattered out the string of warnings and situation reports from the respective Jagdkorps
headquarters, but the vital instruction to proceed with the transfer of the home defence units to the
invasion zone never materialised, OKL dithered in indecision. The threat of bad weather over the
central German mountain range risked jeopardising the whole transfer and late that morning, despite
misgivings voiced by Galland, |. Jagdkorps acted unilaterally and ordered the transfer to proceed. By
early afternoon the first units began to move, though the bad weather prevented many from
transferring until evening, and by the morning of the 7th, 400 fighters had arrived in France. June Gth
had seen |l. Jagdkorps operate a total of only 121 aircraft, When contacted, Goring was bewildered
at OKL's lack of reaction.

Within days however, just under 1,000 fighters drawn from JG 1, G 3, 1G 11, JG 27, JG 77 and
JG 301 had arrived from Germany. These aircraft moved into a 100 km-long belt of airfields
constructed by Luftflotte 3 running parallel to the Channel coast - but then the debacle began.
Oberst von Lachemair recorded; ' The transfer operation was, as everything was at that time, only a
drop in the bucket, merely the action of a poor man. This drop was unable to bring about any change
in the overall situation.’

The Chief-of-Staff of |l. lagdkorps reported: ‘Our own day fighter forces were at first employed
exclusively on low-level attacks on landing craft and landing points and as fighter cover for the fighter-
bomber formations of Fliegerkorps I which were attacking the same objectives. Often the enemy’s
superior fighter defence intercepted our own farmations before they could reach the Invasion Front and
after the latter had run out of ammunition and fuel they were forced to return without having carried
out their actual mission.’

Operating from barely prepared emergency strips — most of them without sufficient buildings,
ammunition or fuel facilities and completely lacking dispersal points, blast shelters, teleprinter and
radio installations. the German fighters struggled throughout June and July to make even a dent in the
overwhalming Allied strength. As early as mid-June, Luftflotte 3 had lost 75 per cent of the strength it
possessed immediately prior to the landings and units were plagued with technical problems and
accidents, The Allied air forces constantly strafed and bombed the airfields and a new pilot, lacking in
training and flying time, was lucky to survive more than three sorties, Major Hans-Ekkehard Bob
commanded II./JG 3 operating out of Dreux; he recalled: “We were often attacked taking off, causing
one aircraft taking off to be blocked by another. Our position was extremely unpleasant. We reckoned
in operating strength we were outnumbered ten to one, In fact, operations were really more an exercise
in selfpreservation,”

self-preservation must have been uppermost in the minds of the men of 11./JG 1 in the days
immediately following the Invasion when the unit was based at Le Mans and under the temporary
command of Obit. Ridiger Kirchmayr. On the night of 9/10 June, 109 RAF Lancasters and Halifaxes
led by Pathfinder Mosguitoes bombed the airfield. Many of the Gruppe’s Fw 190s and vehicles were
destroved or damaged and the unit was subseguently grounded while the 300 bomb craters which
scarred the airfield’s surface were filled in and numerous unexpicded bombs rendered safe. Finally,
after days of frustrating inactivity, the unit moved to Essay, which was also bombed three days later,
fOI"CII"‘JE. anather transfer to Semalle, a rough landing strip some six kilometres north-east of Alencon,
By late July, although 11./JG 1 was able to report a relatively full complement of pilots, most of these

LRCVE: Ground
personnel pushing
Oihsth, Priller's
'Black 15 under
cover in June 1944
Priller led the

Creschraader from
11 Januoary 1943
until 27 January
1945 when, alrecly
having been
promoted G Theerst
on 1 Jamery, he left
1o take up the
prvsithon of
Inspector of Dy
Fighters (West), In a
combal career
lasting five years on
the Western Front
Priller flew his [l
aperalioml sortic
during Operation
Bodenplatie on

1 January, With a
finul gally of 1ivl
victories, he wiks
decorated with the
Sawomnds and survived
the war. Post-war, he
took over the
Lamily's brewery
busiress and ied of
a hean attack in
14961
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were new arrivals from the training schools and
none of the Gruppe's component Staffein
possessed an experenced Staffelkapitan. Instead,
they relied on temporary, field-appointed
Staffelfifrer, two of whom were expenenced MNCOs.

Ofw, Herbert Kaiser, an experienced NCO,
was ong of the pilots rushed to NMormandy in June
1944, Despite being considered a combat
veteran by his fellow pilots, Kaiser remembered
the air fighting on the Invasion Front as being
some of the toughest; he recalled the Luftwaffe
being *... ground into the earth” and that:

“At the end of June 1944, | was with 7./JG 1
an an airfield just outside Paris and experienced
an excellent example of the aimost complete
Alied air superiority. We were detalled o
intercept a formation of incoming Alllied bombers
in the Normandy area. We had to take off in the
smaliest of flights [usually two to four aircraft)
due fo the Allied fighters which almost always walted above our airfields for our fighters to emerge from
cloud cover. We would be farced o sneak towards the target area by hedge-hopping over the terrain to
take advantage of as much natural camouflzge as possible. Flying just a few metres above the ground
kept us off the radar screens, but sometimes put us inte the side of a hill. We would only climb to
altitide ance we reached the point of attack.

“My fiight of Tour aircraft sighted a formation of escarting Spitfires and we positioned ourselves o
engage them. But right st that moment, we were jumped by another formation of Allled fighters and in the
process [ lost ail three of my fellow pilots. Escape for me seemed impassible and it was only because
of my expedence as a flier that | was able to get myself into some nearby cloud and save my skin.

"At this time the odds were against vs and you cowld count on the fingers of ane hand the days
vou expected to live. Frankly, | am amazed Luftwarffe fighter pilots had any nerve left at all, let alone
the ability to attempt to fight under such conagitions.”

On 9 August, Kaiser's Staffel was assigned to intercept & formation of some 300 Allied aircraft,
Preparing to attack a group of RAF Lancasters. he was bounced from the sun by Spitfires near Paris
and his Bf 109 G received severe damage. Badly wounded, Kaiser jettisoned the canopy of his burning
fighter and baled out, but his right leg became entangied in his parachute lines. He landed behind
German lines with multiple fractures to his right thigh and was hospitalised in Germany until February 1945,

After spending several days with units in the West Galland wrote:

‘My impressions were shattening. In addition 1o the appalling conditions, there was a farreaching
decline in morale. This feeling of irrevocable inferiority, the heawy losses, the hopelassness of the
fighting, which had never before been so clearly demonsirated to us, the reproaches from above, the
disrepute into which the Luftwaffe had fallen among the other arms of the forces from no fault of the
individual, together with all the other burdens that the war at this stage had brought to every German,
were the most severe lest ever expernenced by the Luftwaffe.'

The 4. and 5. Jagadivisionen had concentrated the four Jagdgeschwader under
their command in the Parns-Lille area, but it soon became evident that even Lille was
over exposed 1o danger. German fighters were forced to take off as soon as plots
of enemy aircraft were received, If they were not to run the risk of being pinned to
the ground by prowiing enemy fighters and, even with drop tanks, this often resulted
in German fighters being short of fuel by the time they were expected to engage US
bombers, Conseguently, Il. lagaworps suggested the withdrawal of these fighters into
the Reims-Romilly-Creil area — but as a result of poor preparation and the risk of

it o

LEFT: Afver seeing action with I1/G over Poland, the Channel, the Balkans, Russia, Morth
Afreca and ll:l!:._ for which he was awarded the Ritterkrenz in March 1943 aller 53 victories

that ook off to intercept a daylight mid by Lancasier bombers, during which sortic be was shog
dosen by escort fighters, Kaiser baled our of his BF 109 GO "White 127 bt was seriously injured
when he struck the fin and did not return o operations until February 1945 He then joined
IV 44 and survived the war with b8 victories,

FhijOdw Herbert Kaiser poamed JG 1 i March 1944, On 9 August, his aireradl weas one of a formation

ABOVE: This

Far 1940 A-H

Wack 5. in
Mormandy is
believed to be the
atreraft flown by
bl Max-Ulrich
Farster aof 200G 1
who was posted
missing after being
shiol down by LIS
fighters on

28 Juby 1944
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overcrowding on these more easterly
airfields, which were already being
used by Luftwaffe bomber and night
fighter units - this did not take place.
The ocperations of a Jagdgruppe
over the Invasion Front in June 1944
is typified by the experiences of Hptm.
Karl-Heinz Langer’'s III./JG 3. On
& lune, this Gruppe transferred its 45
Bf 109= together with an advance
detachment of ground crew and
eguipment In eight Ju 52s from
Ansbach to St. André-de-I'Eure, a
reasonably-equipped airfield with
concrete runways, south of Evreux.
The rest of the Gruppe's personnel
and equipment followed by road.
Operating under the command
of Generalleutnant Bulowius’
. Fliegerkorps, the unit went straight

into action the following day, when 28 of  ABOVE: German prisoners of war and armour and artillery of the British Second Army in
its Messerschmitts asttacked shipping Mormmandy in early August 19494 Alled seeategy in Noemandy called Tor British and Canaidian

; armies o deaw the attention of the best of the German armoured forees, including the elite
and |anding craft at the mouth of the Fanzer Lehr and Walten-55 divisions, onto their fromt while the Americans, on the right fank,
Orne. Later in the day, the Gruppe sent broke out o the west in a0 roundabout route towards Paris. This eventually proved sucocsstul,
up 18 Bf 109s to escort fightEI’- bt German resistance throwgloun te Normandy campaign wis tenacious and the original
1 Allied objectives were only achieved after many weceks of heavy fighting. Possibly the most
bombers attacking enemy armour. Six comtentious rhase of the I."..H'I'Il'!lil.if.{l'l hegan shortly after this photograph was taken with the
pilots were shot down or lost 10 bawtle for Falise and the atempt to close the Falise pocket. Notw the short lengths of rack
shipborne Flak and 75 per cent of the welded to the front of the mnks as increased protection against armour-piercing shit

aircraft which saw operations were

reported damaged to some degree. Over the next three days, /)G 3 bombed shipping targets with
250 kg bombs, engaged P-47s and P-51s and acted as escort for fighterbombers and bombers over the
Orne. On the 9th, the RAF bombed St. André and the Gruppe was forced to transfer to Marcilly, a poorly-
equipped airfield five kilometres to the south. This incorwvenience was countered to some extent the
following day when the unit claimed three Mustangs shot down.

Following a day when the unit flew three fighterbomber missions against landing craft, another
transfer ensued on the 13th when the Gruppe moved to Francheville from where it operated under
5. Jagddivision. Over the next two weeks, working with Il./JG 2 and elements of 1G 11, II./JG 53,
1G 1, JG 26, JG 27 and lll./)G 54, the unit flew several freie Jagd patrols plus fighter-bamber, ground-
attack and tactical reconnaissance missions and engaged heavy bombers. Between 14-21 June,
Aptm, Karl-Heinz Langer claimed a P-51 and a P-47; Fw. Paul Wielebinski. two P-51s;
Ofw, Georg Strobele, a P-51; Fw. Norbert Geyer, a P-38 and Uffz. Georg Kiipp, a P-38. However, the unit
suffered the loss of two pilots, including Hptm. Ulrich Bentsch and another pilot posted missing.
Seven aircraft were damaged and two pilots were forced to bale out, including Ofw. Strdbele who was
heavily wounded.

The following week, the Gruppe claimed another three Mustangs shot down, as well as a B-17. &
B-24 and a Spitfire. The Heer also sent in a request that the unit conduct further ground-attack sorties
during which four more pilots were lost and another five were posted missing. After being captured
when his Bf 109 G-6 was shot down by enemy antiaircraft fire near Bretteville-sur-Odon on 11 July
1944, Lt Dieter Zink, the Staffelfifrer of 9./JG 3, told a fellow prisoner that:

"Allied numerical superiority is quite colossal... You could say that their superiority in numbers fs
in the ratlo of 20 to one, and then their materiel is better, and also their personnel. All our pilots are
inexperienced, while theirs are all fairly experienced. Better aircraft, too — but there’s nathing we can
do about that. We had to stand on our airfield looking up at the sky, watching them fly over. We had
six aircraft on the ground ready for operations and they used to circle about up there with between 80
and 100 aircraft. To take off is suicidal.”

Perhaps the most drastic transfer was the movement of approximately 50 of IV./JG 3's
Fw 180 A-B Sturmbdcke to the invasion zone, thus - briefly - depriving the defence of the Reich of its



226 @ Defending the Reich

HELOW: An unusial
view of Fa 190 A8
‘Wack 100, the
adrcraft flown by

Hptm. Robert Weiss,

Kommuandeur of
L/ 54, at
Villacoublay in Jume
1944, Just wisible on
the rear fusebipe is
the wide Blue Band
allocated o 16 54
when fiving in the
Defence of the
Ketch, upon which
i5 @ superimposcd
1, Gruppe bar In
September 1944,
LG 34 becamce
the first operational
Luftwvalfe unit to
receive the new

Fur 190 19,

first, dedicated Sturm unit. The Sturmidger arrived at Dreux from Salzwedel on the afternoon of 8 June
with the first ground equipment and crews arriving in six Ju 52s shortly thereafter, but attempts at
operations were continually disrupted by air raids and the threat of Allied fighters. It has been argued
that the transfer of such heavily-armed and armoured fighters for work over Normandy was
inappropriate but, equally, the Fw 190 A&-8/R2s of 10. and 11./JG 3 perhaps offered greater protection
o their pilots while deployed as Jabos and operating against shipping, landing craft and on battlefield
support north of Caen, than did the Bf 109s and Fw 190s of other units (12, /)G 3 was to act as escort
to the other Sturmstaffeln). No casualties or aircraft losses were suffered by the unit while it was in
Mormandy, but on 10 June, Dreux was bombed by B-24 Liberatars, and with the unit having achieved
only marginal results it was decided to send it back to the Reich. By 15 June it was based at
Eisenstadt, an airfield 45 km south-east of Vienna.,

In committing virtually its entire defence force into the wasting cauidron of Normandy, the Luftwaffe
made it easier for the Allies to resume their refentless strategic bombing campaign against the
shrinking Reich and,. in particular, against oil targets. During June, in the course of 17 major raids.,
20,000 tons of bombs rained down on key oil installations in Germany, Hungary, Rumania and Bulgaria.
Aviation fuel output had fallen from 214,000 tons in March to 120,000 tons in May and to 74,000
tons in June, At the beginning of June, Luftwaffe fuel stocks stood at 540,000 tons but by 1 July, this
was down to 218,400 tons.

On the 17th, Stumpff ordered the units under his command at Luftiotte Reich to actively conserve
fuel: ' The fuel! situation and the present rate of consumption at the front necessitate the imposition of
immediate measures to save fuel. Only by making utmost reductions, above all in general air activity
and also in operations, will it be possible to overcome the present situafion. Unnecessary use of fuel
is equivalent to sabolaging the war effort.’

The Operations Staff at Luftfiotte Reich also evaluated the operations in June in a report to OKL.
It made sombre reading: 'As & result of the Invasion, the main effart of fighter commitment was, to a
considerable extent, shifted to the area of Luftflotte 3. The relief of Reich territory from enemy air
attack which had been espected as a result of the Invasion, was realised to only a very small extent.
On the contrary, the enemy directed the main effort of his offensive action against those war
production plants most important at the time, against fighter production and, above all, against oil
supply. Further effective support on all defensive fronts, especially the West, can be insured only if
there is an undisturbed production of aircrafl and the required fuel. Only then can an acceplable
balance of power in the air be maintained.'

The report continued: ‘It is therefore of decisive importance for the outcome of the war, that
primarily petrol supply does not suffer any further interruption. The systematic and confinued attacks
against oif production constitute, at present, the most acute danger.’

Meanwhile, as a result of the transfer of fighter units to France, the defence of the Reich was now
left seriously depleted. Immediately after the Invasion, only a scratch force was left to intercept US
daylight raids. This comprised the single-engined
Wilde Sau night fighter Gruppen, four twin-enging
Zerstorer Gruppen, three Erganzungsjagderuppen
in Silesia and East Prussia, some fighter school
units, a Bf 10%-equipped Hungarian fighter unit
and Erprobungskommando 16, the test unit
equipped with a small number of rocket-powered
Me 163s.

Strangled by the rapid advance of the Soviet
Army in the East and the Allies in the West and
to the South, the Reich found itself starved of
fuel, threatened on every fromt and facing
round-the-clock bembardment,

On 20 June 1944, Oberst Ulrich Diesing, a
former Zerstdrer pilot attached to the staff of the
Chef der Technischen Luftristung at the RLM,
addressed a gathering of Gaulefter and local
officials as the representative of the
Generalluftzeugmeister, Generalfeldmarschall
Erhard Milch:



Defending the Reich @ 227

‘In regard to day fighters. owr defences have aiready shown an improvement. But aoperations are
still shouting for more and more aircraft, and with justification — for we have to combat nat only enemy
fighters but also hordes of fourengined bombers, which constitute a formidable adversary, particularly
during the day.

‘We must therefore far exceed our present production. The opporfunity /s there... Al our fighters
are capable of being used offensively and of carrving bombs, That was done because in addition to the
grave threat of the fourengined bomber to our homeland, the danger of imaasion was abvious, We are
all aware that the fate of the war rests with the invasion, The Invasion has now been with us for
fourteen days. Now the enemy has a foothold on the Continent, But there is no cause for alarm. We
nust master the situation, and from what we hear it can be mastered, provided that we rapidly buila
up a front-line air force on a par with the enemy.

‘Yesterday, | spoke with General Galland, who had come back from the front. Galland stated quite
clearly that as far as performance goes, our fighters are adequate and indeed in most cases superior
at the altitudes at which the Invasion fighting is taking place, but that unfortunately. they were by no
means sufficlent in numbers. The moralz of our fightar pilots, however, was high, as high as in the days

of the great offensives on the Western and Eastern Fronts. A considerable number of enemy aircraf!
have been shot down. To name but one example, in the initial stages, Oberstleutnant [Josef] Priller
[Kommodore, IG 28], had five successive kills,.. The problem now is to provide the necessary
numbers. If we can keep up a supply of these aircraft to the front during the next few months, | beliove
that we shali be able to force a decision in the air war. | believe that a decision must come this
summer... Qur aircrews have the spirit to fly these fighters and they have the faith that they can turn
he hide of battle against our enemies in the West, however Gitter the struggle.’
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LROVE AND RIGHT A similar scene to that on the previous page with ground
persanne] working on an Fw 1900A-8, W INe G340

LEFT Ground crew renmwosring the covers
troem an already bombed-up BE 109 G-o
fighter-bomber of the Gruppenstab of
.M 3 ot Evrenx shortly after the Allied
lindings in Mormandy The spinner has o
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THIEN PACGE: The decision 1o
depliw the heavily armed and
armioured fghiters of VG A
attack @round and seerborne
Largets n Mormandy with

S 250 bomibes seems o have
been justified by the fact that
the armonr affercd snch
protecton that no pdks
caswmalties or pirerdl losses wene
incurred . In this sequence of
phoographs, ‘Hlack 8 an

Faw 1900 AH/R2 (lawn by LT,
Willi Maximowite of 110G 3
seen returming to Dreux afier a
sortie over the invasion beaches,

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-8/R2 'Black 8' flown by Uffz. Willi Maximowitz of 11./1G 3, June 1944

Although camouflaged in a perfectly standard scheme of 74,/75,/78, the finish on this machine was considerably enhanced by the
fecorative black cowling and the stylised eagle’s wings on the fuselage sides. Superimposed on the engine cowling was the winged ‘U’ of
JG 3, the ‘Udet’ Geschwader, and the IV. Gruppe bar appeared on this Geschwader's white rear fuselage band. Although incongruous, the
veflow spiral on the spinner and the red outline to the fuselage are believed to be correct.
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LEFTAND BELOW, An Pee 190 A-H which was leh

behind in France by retreating German forces in 1944

The aireraft had the tacecal number Yellow 1° and was
inished in the standand 74,7570 day fighter scheme of
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BELOW: An
Fav 15 A-R, ii=
propeler wash

raising thae dust,

taxiimg from its
despersal.

Mass against Mass 2 - Sturmgruppen

hile the bulk of the German daylight fighter force in the West was fighting its battles over France,
wrmre was still the need to provide an adeguate and effective air defance over the Reich. In
accordance with the Allies’ strategic plan, the scale of damage inflicted as a result of their bombing
oifensive was beginning to take a serious effect on German production capability. In reporting to the
Jagerstab on 30 June 1944, Generalstabs.-ing, Roluf Lucht described what he had seen during a
recent tour of sircraft production plants in the Leipzig and Magdeburg areas: “From above,
Oschersleben looked devastated. Al the sticks of bornbs missed the targel, but incendiaries fell right
on the works. There were major fires. They will probably be abie to carry on production except for small
parts, where it /s too early to tell. They have lost ten to twehe aircrafl. Four Mustangs were shot down
and destroyed when they hit the ground. The factory gun detachment did its best to defend; the works
representative was firing too. They brought down one of the raiders but that was all... At Bernburg -
little damage. Two aircraft hit, one hangar wrecked. There was nothing in it — just a small fighter
frangar. A second assembly shop received four direct hits, but it will be fully working sgain today. For
the present they are working under the open shy.,.”

Seven days later, the aircraft and synthetic ol plants were targeted again by the Eighth Air Force
when it sent 939 B-17s and B-24s escorted by more than 650 fighters to attack a range of targets
n central Germany, but this time the defenders were ready and they were to inflict a devastating blow
an the Americans. As the B-24 Liberators of the 492nd BG appreached Oschersleben from the west,
a Gefechisverband led by the recently appeinted Kommodore of 1G 300, Major Walther Dahl, and
comprising the 44 Fw 190 A-8s of Hptm. Wilhelm Moritz' IV.(Sturm)/JG 3 from lllesheim, escorted by
Bf 109 G-10s frem |, Il., and II./JG 300, evaded the fighter escort and closed in on the Bomb
Group's Low Squadron, It had been planned initially to make & frontal attack against
the bambers, but this was changed to a rear attack, made at 09.40 hrs, 5,600
metres over Oschersleben, Despite the massed defensive fire from the bombers,
the Pw 190s spread across the sky line abreast, in a formidable broad fromt and
closed to 100 metres before opening fire. It took the Sturmbdcke about a minute to
shoot down 11 Liberators — an entire squadron, and when the B-24s of the 2nd Air
Division returned home, 28 of their number had been lost, most of them to the
Sturmgruppe which had lost nine of its own aircraft in the attack. Altogether, the
Cighth Air Force lost 37 heavy bombers with another 390 damaged during the day's
raid, Wilhelm Moritz claimed a Herausschuss for his 40th victory, while L. Hans
Weilk, Staffelkapitan of 10.(Sturm)/JG 3, who would receive the Ritterkreuz on
20 July, claimed a B-24 for his 35th. Other notable claims were lodged by pilots who
had become leading masters in the art of destroying bombers; Fw. Hans Schafer of
10.{ Sturm)/JG 3 who shot down two Liberators in five minutes for his 16th and 1 7th
victories, Fwv. Willi Unger of 12.(Stwrm)/0G 3, his 10th and 11ith, and Lf. Wermner
Gerth of 11.(Sturm)/IG 3, his 13th and 14th, In one of their earliest missions as
day fighters, the pilots of JG 300 also claimed nearly 30 aircraft shot down or shot
out of formation.

BELOW:

Seen heme as a
Lewtnant. Hans
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Such decisive SsUccess was
gitributable to the determined mass
against mass tactics emploved by the
Sturmgruppen during the summer and
autumn of 1944, Typically, if, in the
opinion of senior German fighter
controllers, prevailing clear weather
indicated the possibility of an incoming
daylight raid as well as large-scale
defensive operations, the regional
Jagadivision would telephone either
the GefechtsverbandfGhrer or the
Kommodore of a Jagdgeschwader
which aperated a Sturmgruppe. Once
German radar and listening services
had detectec enemy formations or
radia traffic, the entire Sturmgruppe
would be brought to 15 minutes
readiness and the formation leader would then relay this information to his Gruppenkommandeure.

1EOVE: Major

:'.'.:,Iq,l,il;i.]:,l-lill,.- They in turn would then hold a pre-briefing with their pilots, The Geschwader HQ — which would usually

G SO0, excamining have been In operation since dawn — would assign a “Y-aircraft for fighter control purposes, as well as

-_-_\-I;IIT;ILIIII issue call signs and advise the chain of cammand.

w 1) A-B Onee confirmation of an incoming raid had been received from the Division — usually at the point

Il:i-u' 13 when enemy bombers were either assembling or crossing the English coast — the Geschwader would
o Lo s

g0 omo three minutes readiness. As more information arrived, the pilote would be moved forward to
s T3 vietony in Sitzbereitschaft, or cockpit readiness, and appraised of further developments via loudspeaker at the
uly 1944 disperzal point.
AL the order to scramble, all three Gruppen would then take of{ and, within six to ten minutes,
assemble over their own airfeids at 900-1,800 metres before flying to the Gefechtsverband assembily
paint where, under strict rado discipline and control, the Gefechisverbandfihrer formed up the whole
battle formation. The formation assembly usually took place at 3,000 metres and had to be complete
within about 20 minutes. The formation would then climb to 8 combat altitude of 7,500 - 8,000 metres,
In the case of IV.(Sturm),/JG 3, fellowing assembly, the Gruppe's Pw 190s flew in two stacked down  gerow:

Sturmbeidl or Yee formations each comprising eight to ten aircraft from the Stab and three Staffeln Magor Walther Dahl
kKammodore of

insterwabde alter

(depending on serviceability), the second farmation flying 140-180 metres behind and about 45 metres 16500 feenioey
below the lead formation. Meanwhile, the Bf 109 Begleitgruppen (escorts) would split to either side of e ussion with
the Sturmgruppe, stacked up from frort to rear. Another, smaller escort — usually formed from the  Hptm Wilhelm
aircraft of 2./1G 51, later 16./1JG 3 — would fly high cover at about 900 metres above the rearmost :II\I””: 5
aircraft of the second Vee of the Sturmgruppe. The Bf 109s would fly in a sufficiently loose formation l{_:,‘l‘::;llm_t.;{lr ;:r
to avoid siipstream and allow aircraft to weave without the nisk of collision, {right) and Hpam
Within sight of the epemy bomber formation and some 90-150 metres above and Hvinz '“"Jf of Sab
900-1, 520 metres behind it, the aircraft of the Sturmgruppe would release their external tanks, then I.:;L(::nl::::_,::m ;;:h.
reform from the Vee formation into an Angriffsformation (attack fermation) or Breithail, This was carried  July 1944
out by spreading out into a slightly sweptback, line
dbreast formation of usually more than 20 fighters level
with or slightly abova the enemy, with the commander of
the Gruppe and his deputy flyving at the apex. As Walther
Dahl explained to his Allied captors in September 1945:
“Upon sighting the enemy bomber formation, the
formation leader gives the signal to attack by rocking
his wings, or by radio. The wings of the ¥ics now pull up
until the aircrafl are in line abreast, with the formation
leader throttling back a it so the others can catch up.
The approach is made fram behind and the fighters
attack n a line, the formation leader dividing up the
target according to the formation of bombers, for
example; Bomber formation on a broad front with little
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depth {from top to bottom). The CO will attack the centre, and the forces to right and left will go to right
and left respectively.”"

In cases where the interval between the bomber formation selected for attack and the
succeeding bomber group within the stream was reasonably large, the Sturmbdcke, or ‘Battering
Rams’, found little difficulty in manoeuvring into a favourable attacking position, but when bomber
groups flew more closely together, it was necessary to make a very tight formation turn which
demanded total concentration.

Once the Focke-Wulfs were in position, and upon clearance being received from the Jagddivision,
the formation leader gave the order to attack over his FuG 16ZY radio, together with instructions for
re-assembly afterwards. Each pilot selected one bomber as his target, closed in to about 360 metres
and, aiming at the tail gunner, opened fire with his two 20 mm MG 151 wingroot cannon. As the
Angriffskeil closed to 180 metres, each pilot opened fire with his 30 mm MK 108 cannon, now aiming
at either of the inboard engines. Should the selected bomber have been damaged or set on fire by a
fellow pilot, a Sturnyjdger would move through the formation and pick anather target. Having made their
attack, some pilots broke away 45 metres from the bomber and sideslipped in the direction of the
reassembly area on the basis that this was the gquickest and safest means to get clear of defensive
fire and debris. Others either broke away after passing their target bombers or passed further through
the formation before slipping out. Dahl maintained that exit from a Pulk should be made “... to the side
and down and reassemble al the same altitude with the bombers about 3,000 yards to the side and
1,000 yards below. The basic principle to be observed in reassembling is that the assembly is to be
made on the same side from which the entry into the bomber stream was made. The advantage thus
gained is that the escort Gruppen are on the right side after the attack to protect the reassembily of
the Sturmgruppe without having to change sides. If little or no further opposition /s encountered, a
second attack can be carned out by the Sturmgruppe.”

Variations to the basic tactics did occur; for example the pre-attack flight formation of
ILiSturm) /1G4 usually consisted of three stacked down Vees, unlike IV.(Sturm) /G 2's two-formation
method. Furthermore, pilots of |L.(Sturm)/)G 4 are reputed to have favoured diving below the level of
the bomber formation prior to making an attack, nosing up immediately before opening fire.

On 18 luly, more than 500 B-17s and B-24s of the US Fifteenth Air Force operating from Italian
hases attempted to strike at the aircraft production facility at Manzell. At the same time, an attack was
made against Memmingen airfield in southern Germany, to which IV.(Sturm)/JG 2 had recently moved,
though it was the presence of 70 Bf 110 and Me 410 Zerstdrer trainers there which had caught the
attention of USAAF reconnaissance. A force of around 45 Fw 190s of IV.(Sturm)/JG 3 was scrambled to
intercept the raid. Assembling over Holzkirchen, the Gruppe headed south towards the Viermots which
were reported to be approaching from Innsbruck and Garmisch. For the second time in less than two
weeks, the Gruppe hacked down an impressive number of bombers - this time B-17s from the 5th Bomb
Wing heavily escorted by P-51s and P-38s. Adverse weather prevented the greater part of the
Memmingen force from hitting the target, forcing two Groups and their escort to turn back and another
to bomb an alternative target. However, the Fortresses of the 483rd BG became separated, failed to
receive the recall message and pressed on alone without their P-38 escort. As the 483rd doggedly
neared the Starnberger See at around 10.50 hrs, the Sturmgruppe struck and 14 of the Group's
Fortresses went down. In total, the pilots of IV.{Sturm)/)G 3, operating with 2./1G 51, claimed 34
B-175 shot down and 13 Herausschisse, Two P-51s were also claimed.

Lt. Oskar Romm, a Ritterkreuztridger who had recently replaced Lt. Hans Rachner as Staffelkapitdn
of 12.(Sturm)/JG 3, claimed two B-17s and a P-51 as his 78th-B0th victories, while Oblt Horst Haase,
flying with 2./JG 51 accounted for his 49th victory. The Gruppenkommandeur, Wilhelm Maoritz, claimed
his 41st, and for his unit’s accomplishments on 18 luly he was awarded the Ritterkreuz. Several former
Sturmstaffel 1 pilots proved their mettle: Uffz. Oskar Bosch of 11.(Sturm) /G 3, Fw, Willi Maximowitz
of 11.(85turm)/JG 3, Lt. Werner Gerth of 11_(Sturm)/JG 3, Fw. Kurt Rohrich of 12.(Sturm)/JG 3 and
Fw. Gerhard Vivroux of 11.(Sturm)/JG 3 claiming a total of seven victories.

One negative aspect of the 18 July operation was that, having broken away from the main JG 3
attack formation to shoot down a B-17 as his 36th victory, the Staffelkapitan of 10, Sturm)/JG 3, Oblt.
Hans Weik, was hit by the bomber's defensive fire which damaged his Fw 190 A-8/R2 and badly
wounded him in the shoulder and arm. The loss of Weik's contribution to the Sturmgruppe s operations
was a difficult one to bear as he was regarded as a fearless pilot and an inspiration to others in the
Gruppe. He had joined 1./JG 3 in February 1943 and scored ten victories before being transferred as
an instructor to Jagdgruppe Ost. Returning to [l and then IV./JG 3 in the autumn of 1943, he
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subseguantly shot down 21 fourengined bombers in 85 operational missions. Weik mostly flew the
Bf 109 and had survived being shot down on several occasions in early 1944,

Despite heawy losses, IV.(Sturm)/JG 3 continued to battle against the bombers for the rest of July
and at the end of the month moved to Schongau, near the Austrian border, to operate against the
U5 Fifteenth Air Force flying out of ltaly. On 3 August, Fifteenth AF sent its B-17 and B-24s to bomb
aircraft and steel factories at Friedrichshafen and chemical plants and the marshalling yards at
mmenstadt, but by this time the entire Gruppe had only 16 aircraft and could put up only four
Schwarme. The Schwarm from 12.(Sturm)/JG 3 was led by Fw. Willl Unger with Uffz. Hermann Christ,
Liffz, Hans-loachim Scholz and Uffz. Heinz Zimkeit. When the Gruppe took off to intercept the bombers
which had raided Friedrichshafen, the raders were returning to Italy, and as Unger later recalled:

"The attack took place at 11.30 hrs at an altitude of 6500 metres over the Lechtaler Aips. We
shot down six Liberators, but during our attack the Amencan escorls rushed &t us from behind, As a
result we lost eight Fw 190s to escort fighters and defensive fire from the bombers, Six German pilots
et their deaths, two were able to bale out and landed high up in the Alps. OFf my flight — four aircraft
- only one machine made it back home. Two corrades were kitled [Uffz. Scholz and Uffz. Zimbeit].
I myself was hit in the engine by fire from a tail gun. My windscreen went biack with oil and | couldn't
see a thing. | was saved by my parachiute and fanded with a thump some 2,000 mefres up in the
mountains. Fragments of my machine still lie scattered today at another spot up in the mountains. OF
the six dead fighter pilats, two are still recorded as missing. Sixty-seven people were killed by bombs
in Fredrichshafen, among them 22 Flak gun helpers aged 17. | took part in greater air battles over
Germany, but far me, this was the most dramatic.”

During the attack, Unger shot down one Liberator as his 15th victory. Christ and Scholz also each
shot down a bomber and in total, IV.(Sturm) /)G 3 accounted for 19 B-24s either shot down or classified
as Herausschusse, but suffered the loss of five pilots and one wounded. Unger walked 16 kilometres
to the nearest village where he found a car and arrived back at Schongau at midnight.

In May 1944, a third Sturmgruppe had begun forming up when the 4, and 5. Staffeln of the single-
seal Wilde Sau night fighter Gruppe, I1./1G 300 under the former reconnaissance pllot Major Kurd
Peters, commenced conversion to the cay fighter role together with 1. and [11L./)JG 300, commanded
respectively by the former bomber pilots Ritterkreuztrdger, Hptm. Gerhard Stamp and Major Iro 1k :
Based successively at Dortmund, Merzhausen, Frankfurt/Main and Unterschlauersbach, Il./1G 300
took delivery of new Fleseler-bullt Fw 190 A-8/R2s, while |, and |ll. Grupgen retained their Bf 109s for
the escort role. In late June 1944, Major Walther Dahl relinguished command of his Jagageschwader
zbV and was appointed Kommodore of JG 300,

Within 1. /JG 300, Dahl was able to draw on a number of battle-hardened pilots such as Lt Klaus
Bretschneider, one of the most successful and fearless Wide Sau night fighters who had tbeen credited
with 14 victories in only 20 night missions during the first four months of 1944. Bretschneider was
made Staffelkapitan of 5./JG 300 on 19 July. In addition, with IV.{Sturm)/JG 3's departure to France

1. The 6./0G 300 was cetached from JG 300 to rémain on night fighter operations as &, /NG 11.
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in June, a number of officers from Obft. Horst Haase's 2./JG 51, which had been seconded to the
original Sturmgruppe, were now temporarily detached to 11./JG 300 to assist with training on the new
Fw 190 Sturmbocke, while Lt. Oskar Romm of 11.(Sturm)/JG 3 went ta |./JG 300 for similar purposes,

The new Sturmgruppe was officially designated |1 Sturm)/JG 300 in July 1944 and by 4 August,
Major Peters reported to Dahl that the conversion and training of the unit for its new role was complete,
Ten days later, on the 15th, .| Sturm) /)G 300 received its baptism of fire.

It was a perfect summer day with a cloudless blue sky and almost limitless visibility. The Eighth
Air Force used the conditions to despatch a force of nearly 900 B-17s and B-24s to bomb a range of
airfield targets across Germany, including 219 B-17s of the 1st Bomb Division which were targeting
airfields around Wiesbaden, Frankfurt and Koln. Of the 426 fighters sent to escort the strike force,
112 were assigned to the 1st Bomb Division.

The German listening services first reported the build-up of enemy bombers around O7.45 hrs and
relayed the information to the various Jagddivisionen. At Bad Wirishofen, Walther Dahl placed his 100
or so available fighters on readiness and drew up plans for a Gefechtsverband comprising the
Geschwaderstabsschwarm and |./JG 300 at Bad Wdrishofen, I1L.(Sturm)/JG 300 at Holzkirchen and
IV.( Sturm) /)G 3 at Schongau.

Within two hours, Dahl was airborne in his Fw 190 A-8 'Blue 13 accompanied by the 30
Bf 109 G10s and G-14s of Major Stamp's Hohenbegleitgruppe. The formation headed south to
Augsburg where it made a text-book rendezvous with the Pw 190s of the two Sturmgruppen just after
10.00 hrs. Under radio silence at 7,000 metres and with Dahl at the head of a great wedge-shaped
battle formation, the German fighters turned towards Frankfurt, some 260 km away, in accordance with
directions received from the 7. Jagddivision. Thirty minutes later, the Division ordered a change in
course to Trier on the Mosel, 150 km further west, and passed control of the formation to Obstit. Fritz
Tribenbach, the Jafii Mittelrhein at Darmstadt,

After one hour's flying time and in slowly deteriorating weather, the Gefechtsverband finally sighted
three Pulks of 60-80 Flying Fortresses of the 1st Bomb Division just west of the Mosel river and Dahl
reported the ohservation to the Jafi, who gave clearance to attack,

Just before 11.45 hrs, Dahl manoeuvred his Angriffskeil for a classic attack from the rear, with
Maritz's IV.[Sturm) /G 3 assigned to the Pulk flying to his left and Lt. Bretschneider's |1 Sturm) /JG 300
the one on the right (Major Peters had broken a leg baling out of his aircraft a few days earlier). Dahl
and the Stabsschwarm would tackle the centre Pufk.

Dahl lined up on a Fortress flying to the left of his selected group and opened fire at 300 metres.
As he closed in. still firing, he saw hits and pieces flying off the bomber's fuselage and wings. A few
seconds later, the B-17 veered to the left, with flames and smoke from the left wing trailing over the
fuselage. Three crewmen baled out. As Dahl passed through the formation, the bomber lost its wing
then nosed downwards.,

The 303rd Bomb Group had 39 B-17s flying to bomb Wiesbaden airfield that day as part of the
41st Combat Wing, 1st Bomb Division. The Group was returning from having bombed the airfield, but
its fighter escort had left the bombers and was not in sight when some 25 Fw 190s from Dahl's
Gefechtsverband attacked the Low Group comprising aircraft from the 358th and 427th Bomb
Sguadrons. Nine out of 13 aircraft were shot down. 2/Lt. R.W. Davis was piloting B-17 Flying Bison of
the 427th BS in the Mo. 4 position of the high element. He recalled (in third person narrative) the
Sturmgruppen’s devastating attack:

“Immediately after being warned by tall gunner Sgt. W.F. Foley, Lt. Davis began violent evasive
action. Two Fw 190s engaged them, making one pass before disappearing. Flying Bison sustained
numerous hits, causing Lt. Davis to lose altitude from 22,000 to 17,500 ft and become separated from
the rest of the formation. Fighting to get the aircraft back on an even keel, Lt. Davis began to take stock
of his aircraft and crew. The engineer, Sgt. R.D. Hughes, had been instantly killed by a 20 mm cannon
shell while Myng in the waist gunrer position. Radio operator Sgt. E.R. Gorman was wounded in his
right ankle and tail gunner Sgt. Foley in the leg and foot. The navigator, Lt. G.L. Lange and the
bombardier, F/0. FEW. Bryan, were sent back to administer first aid. Aircraft damage was very severe,
The amplifiers and turbos were shot out, rugder controls were useless, the fuselage looked like a
sieve, and the No. 4 engine was not functioning properly. The No. 4 propeller then ran away and was
feathered. Fortunately cockpit instruments were all restarted but the engine began spurting oil and
dropping pressure. It was again feathered for the remainder of the mission. To maintain the 17,500 ft
altitude, airspeed was dropped to 140 mph. The wounded were made as comfortable as possible.
Friendly fighters were attracted by firing flares and provided escort for the return journey... but the
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aircraft was damaged to such an extent that no attempt was made st repairs.”

Mearwhile, Dahl crdered his formation to reform and make a second attack. Selecting a second
Yiermot, Danl once again closed in from 200 metres to 80 metres, finng with machine guns and cannon.
The port inboard engine started to burn and the Fortress began to drop away from formation, Danl
hurriedly counted five parachutes, just as the Amencan P-51 fighter escort arrived, at which point, with
fuel now low, the Sturmfager disengaged and tumed for freshiy-hombed Wiesbaden-Erbenheim and
Mainz-Finthen, the nearest
airfields cleared for their arrival,
lzaving Stamp’s Bf 1095 to take
on the Mustangs.,

When Dahl landed at
Wiesbaden, his Focke-Wulf was
rated as 35 per cent damaged as
a result of defensive fire from the
bombers, but 16 heaw bombers
had been lost by the Eighth Air
Force. Among the scorers from
V. Sturm)/1G 3 were Oblt, Haorst
Haase from 16, Starfel (formearly
2./1G 51) who claimed one B-17
as his 51st victory; Lt Werner
Gerth of 14.(Stwrm)/JG 3, a B-1T7
as his 23rd victory; and Lffz
Klaus Neumann and Fs Kurt Gren, both of 16.(Sturm) /)G 3, who each claimed a B-17 as his 19th
victary, One pilot was shot down and wounded as he baled out and another pilot, Uffz, Hermann Christ
of 15.(8tuwrm)/IG 3, was Killed in action.

Just under one month later on 11 September, Obstit, von Kornatzki's 1L{Sturm) /)G 4 flew one of
its most successful operations against the bombers since its formation in the summer, That day the
Eighth Air Force launched 1,016 heavy bombers from all three of its Bomb Divisions, escorted by 411
fighters, against eight synthetic oil plants as well as marshalling yards and an ordnance depot in
central Germany. The |. Jagdkorps challenged this massive armada by fielding fighters from . and
IV Sturm) /MG 3 Stab. 1., WL{Sturm) and NG 300; IL{Stwrm) and II./)G 4; Jagdgruppe 10,
Stab/ G 11, IL/JG 27 IL/)G 8331, and 11L./1G 76 and the point defence Me 163s of |./JG 400.

At 10,30 hrs, IL{Sturm) /3G 4, with 11./)G 4 providing its escort, received the Startbefehl and more
than 60 Pw 120s and Bf 1095 took off from Welzow and Alteno to form part of a Gefechrsverband
which would fall under the tactical control of Major Glnther Specht and the Geschwaderstab of 1G 11,
Under accurate guidance from the ground, the two Gruppen of JG 4 were vectored towards Chemnitz
and at 12.10 hrs the unit had its first sighting of the bombers, though by this time aircraft from
IV Sturm) AIG 3, 1L/)G 76 and 11L{Stwrm) and NIL /)G 300 were already engaging the 1st Bomb Division
and its escort. JG 4 would take on elements of the 3rd Bomb Division south-west of Chamnitz with
Staby/ )G 11 and I./1G 4 deploying against the Spitfire and Mustang escart. Major Spaecht shot down
cne of the P-51 escorts for his 31st victory, while Ill./1G 4's Bf 109s accounted for twe P-51s and two
Spitfires shot down

ol

ABOVE: LT Oskar
Bosch with liis

Fa 190 AB/R2
Black 14' at
schiimgan in Aupust
i after
transferring 1o
F.Osturm s 5. Hy
the end of the year
Basch had been
credited with nine
victories and by the
end of the war he
was credited with
L O these, eight
were fouremgimned
hambers and three
wire obiaingd over
the Eistern Fromt
in March and

April 1945



238 @ Defending the Reich

ABOVEThis aireralt, an Fw 190 A8 2 W Ne 081 382, has been fitted with additional cockpet and canopy armour and was flown by Hpom
Wilhelm Morite, the Kommandewr of VA6 3, who is seated on the cockpit sill Morite led IVSJG 3 from April 1944, recedved the Ritterkrews in
Tuly and was pramoted @ Major in October, but by November he was oo longer in command, The reasons for this reomiin obscure, While
soume sources stite tha be had been dismissed hecause be refused an order from Goring to take off in bad weather, an alternavive and more
likely possibility is that he was suffering from complele exBaustion as a cesolt of the particabardy ardoows nature of his Sturmgroappse's atiacks,
most of which he insisted on keading himsell In any event, he later became Kommuanmdeor of TVERG 1 and st the end of the war had 44

victories and was kommandeur of 1606 4 Perbaps somew at surprisingly, his WNe 081382 also survived the war and is

heen ot Neahiberg ays Lite as 19460,

ABROVE When Major Hack] lef

L6 11 im the summer of 1944, he
became Konnmodare of JG 76, a unit
formed in June 1944 by converting the
former Zeestéirergeschwader 76 1o the
fighter role. The unit only consisted of
the 1o and L Gruppen and inthe
autumn of 1944, L Gruppe was
redesigmaied TV QG 300 and I1LAG 7o
became NG 53, Shown here as
Rommaodore of )G 76 with his

Fww 1940 A-8 W ke 170935 in the
hackground, Major Hackl is weanng
the Swords which he was amwarded in
July 1944 after 150 victories, He
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victaries, 32 of which were four
engined bombers

recorcted as having

Minutes later, at about 12.10 hrs and while the Allied fighter escert was
occupied, IL{Sturm)/JG 4 went to work on the bombers. Their attack, carried out at
an altitude of 8,000-9,000 metres, was so effective that 15 pilots, including Hotrm.
Manfred Kopcke, Staffelkapitan of 6.0 Sturm}/JG 4 and Hptm. Erich Jugel, Kapitan of
5.(Sturm)/ MG 4, each later claimed a B-17 shot down or as a Herrauschuss. But the
attack had not been with out cost; 5. 5taffel lost three pilots, 6. 5taffel suffered five
pilots lost and 7.(Sturm)/JG 4 lost three, all some 20 km south of Chemnitz.

Soon afterwards, at 12.19 hrs, the Pw 190s of 8.{Sturm)/JG 4, which had
formed a high rear escort element for the Sturmgruppe in case the Begleftdger of
. /1G4 were unable to offer sufficient protection, alsc waded in from the rear of
the Pulk at around 8,000 metres. However, due to intervention by American fighters,
their formation was not as tight as it should have been, Mevertheless, eight claims
were made by eight pilots including the Staffelkapitan, Hptm. Gerhard Schroeder.
One pilot, Lt, Alfred Rausch, rammed a B-17 with his Fw 190 A8/R2 ‘Blue 16" over
Reitzenhain,/Womotau and was killed in the process. Apart from Fw Josef Tlssner
wha was wounded, Rausch represented 8. Sturm)/JG 4's only casualty,

By the end of the action, IL{Sturm) /)G 4 had claimed 16 Fortresses shot down
with ancther seven classified asHerrausschisse, while 1. /JG 4 ciaimed nine B-17s
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destroyed with three Herrausschisse, plus the four escort fighters, However, these victories came at a
heavy price with Il Gruppe reporting 12 pilots lost, together with nine from Il Gruppe. The cost in aircraft
was high too; JG 4 estimated that as a result of this operation, between a third and a half of ite machines
needed repair. Twenty-three Fw 190s were classified as 80-100 per cent damaged, with 27 Bf 109s
reported at the same level.

For the USAAF, the cost was equaily high with 40 heavy bombers and 17 fighters lost during the raid.
But the next day, 12 Septemboer, JG 4 was to receive a further blow when ObsHt. von Komatzki, the
popular tactician and father of the Sturm concept was killed after an engagemeant with Amencan
bombers. During the late morning, be shot down a B-17 at 8,000 metres some 30 km west of
Magdeburg during another US attack on the oil plants, but his aircraft was damaged by the bombers'
defensive fire. Pursued by an American escort fighter, von Komatzki attempted to make an emergency
landing, but his Fw 190 A8 crashed intc some power lines at Zilly near Halberstadt,
Major Gerhard Schroeder, Siaffeikapitan of 8.Sturm)/JG 4 and a former bomber pilot, assumed
command of I1.{Sturm] /JG 4 following Kormatzki's death.
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Fw 190 A-B/R2 ‘Black 13’ flown by Lt. Werner Gerth of 11.(5turm)/JG 3 in July 1944

The first Fw 190s delivered to IV.(Sturm)/JG 3 were finished in a standard 74/75/76 factory scheme, but on several aircraft this was
subsequently darkened, as shown on this machine where a field-mixed green has been applied over the original camouflage, leaving an area
of the original colours around the fuselage Balkenkreuz. The stylised eagle's wing was outlined In yellow on this aircraft and it is thought
that the cowling was marked with the badge of JG 3 as shown. Note the slightly oversized Hakenkreuz on the fin.
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WHCVE Aireralt of TLAG 308 s Holtzkirchen at the end of August 1944, In the foreground s an Pae 190 ARR2 of 700G 300,% Nr 681 306, which was later shot down
o 11 September, Note the externad armoor plate added oo the sides of the windscreen and the sides of the cockpit The fuselage armament has been deleted o offse

the incrensed weight of the armour and improve manceuvrshilicy

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-8/R2 ‘White 5' of 7./JG 300, Holzkirchen, late August 1944
This aircraft was finished in a 74/75/7€ scheme and the tactical number and Gruppe bar lacked any contrasting
outline. The spinner was black with a white spiral and all national markings, with the exception of the upper wing

crosses, which were in the white outline style, were black outlined in white.
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Dark Skies — Autumn/Winter 1944

Wlw_af' Hans-Ginter von Kormatzki was killed, his name joined a growing list of experienced fighte
pilots and formation leaders who had been lost i on to Allied fighters since the summer. One

was Hptm. Hubert Huppertz, 37-victory Kommand of HLAIG 2 and holder of the

who had shot down at least three Allied fighters on D-Day, but who

Ritterkreuz with Eichemnat

succumbed to the fighter menace himseif when he was shot down by P-47s over Caen or
On 17 lune, : t the day before, Lt Anton
Rudolf Piffer, an Austrian of 1./)G 1, was shot down and Killed when his Fw 120 was bounced Dy

8 June

i shooting down two Spitfires over the Invasion Fro

P-47s near Argentan. With a total of 2€ victories which included 19 Viermors, he was awarded the

Ritterkreuz posthumously. On 25 August, Hptm. Egon Albrecht of LG TE, a former Zer

e Q0T

born in Brazil, was attacked by US fighters north-west of Creil as he r

ursed his damaged Bf 109 G-10

1ome from a patrel. He baled out but was killed in the process, OF his 25 victarnies, five were Viermots,

The same ¢ a fellow former Jerstdrer pilot, L. Rudi Dassow, Staffelfibrer of the recently formed

8./)G 6, was shot down in his Fw 190 by a P-38 Lightning near La Fére. He had a tatal of 22 victories,

of which 12 were Viermots, and was also awarded the Ritterkreuz posthumausly

There were two names which stood out however. On 22 June 1944, Hpdm. Josef Wurmhbeller,

Huppertz” successor as the ~of .A)G 2 and one of the most accomplished pilots on the

‘Western Frant, was killed when he collided with his wingman during combat with Canadian Spitfires

ear Alencon. He had been awarded the Eichenlaube and his 102 victories included at least 20 four

angined bombers and at least 56 Spitfires. He was honoured with the Schwerten posthumously.

Then, on 3 September, Hoom. Emil Lang. Grugpenkommandeur of |1 /16 26 was taking off with a

nalfunctioning Fw 190 A8 and, afler leaving Brussels-Melsbroek in a steep climb with his
“ht by a P47, The pilot of the P-47, Lt. Darrell Cramer of the 338th F5,

g very rapidly and the 19(

undercarrage down he was ca

56th FG, recalled: *) was closi was still i 8 vertical turn. | throttied bach

to pick up my lead bur was

still going o0 fast, so | couwld only get to about an 80 percent lead. [ fired

a short burst from this position from 200 vards, The range was very close and | could distinctly see

the crosses on his wings and the egg blue finish on the ai | fired until | was afraid | 'd collide with

him, so | eased off. As | pulled up for anather pass, | saw him upside down, Then he hit and skidded
along the ground and burst inte flames.”

Lang is credited with 173 victories of which 144 were gver the Eastern Front and 29 in the West

tincluding ning Spitfires

ning P-51s, six P-47s and four P-38s), 28 of which were claimed over the

rnvasion Front, the highest number of Allied fighters lodged by a German pilot. He had been awarded

the Eichenlaube to his Rifferkreuz in April 1944,
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After Normandy, one by one, the battered fighter Geschwader were pulled back irto the Reich for
badly needed rest and refitting; ll./JG 1, Stab, |, Il. and WI./)G 2, Stab, 1. and IIL.A0G 3, 1. /)G 6, |. and
/)G 11, Stab, |., Il and L /1G 26, W1, /1G 27, Stab and |1./)G 53, Stab and /G 76 and 1./)G 302,

However, as the General der Jagdfiieger, Adolf Galland recorded after the war: ‘it is characteristic
of an air force that to a relatively small group at the front belongs a huge machinery at the rear. It is
difficult enough to maintain aggressive strength when advancing, but in a retreat, the weight and bulk
of these supporting services have a praportionately negative effect the quicker and more disorganised
the retreat becomes.” |t therefore took 1. /JG 1 ten days to reach its base at Husum, JG 2 was virtually
destroyed, Il /)G 3 left its airfield in France with Allied armour only five kilometres away and elements
of | and 1. /)G 26 were attacked as they tried to depart for their designated bases in the Reich. By the
time JG 1 and JG 11 pulled out of France, they had lost some 100 of their pilots in the fighting there.

COccasionally however, the German Propaganda Ministry could turn 1o the Jagdfiieger Experten wha
had survived thus far; in July, Major Josefl Priller, Hommodore of JG 26 had been awarded the
Schwerten for his 100th victory on the 18th and Hptm. Anton Hackl — soon to take command of the
new JG 76 - received the award for his 162nd on the 13th. In August, Major Kurt Bdhligen, Kemmodore
of JG 2 received the Schwerten for reaching 104 victories

But by the autumn of 1944, intermittent individual accomplishmants, no matter how meritorious,
did little to salvage the Luftwaffe’s deteriorating prestige In the eyes of the German leadership. In
August 1944, unable to contain his anger any further at the Jagdwaffe's perceived abject failure as a
fighting force and its evident inability to effectively defend the Homeland against the bombers, Adolf
Hitler dragged in its reluctant Commander-in-Chief for a confrontation. For Goring, it was a humiliating
experience. n the presence of Generals Jodl and Guderian, Hitler chided: " The Lufiwaffe's doing
nothing! It's no longer worthy to be an independent service - and that’s your fault!” The two Amy
generals diplematically left the room as tears trickled down the Reichsmarschall's cheeks.,

Despite such a worsening predicament, the Operations Staff of the OKL still saw the Jagdwaffe's
prime mission in September 1944 as one of air defence and ensuring “... domination of the air over
friendly lerritory and the destruction of enemy aircraft by day and night,” In reality however, before
domination could be achieved, a more immediate goal was equality, and even on that count the
Jagdwalte was substantially outgunned by Allied air strength.

Fram October through to the end of November, Luftwaffenkormmande West, the new command
established on 22 September to co-ordinate flying operations on the Western Front, reported the
following strength figures for day fighters:

Actual Strength Effective Strength
2.10.44 343 214
18.10.44 353 191
1.11.44 345 223
28.11.44 494 249

September did see record deliveries of more than 3,000 new or repaired single
engine fighters, largely the results of the Jagersiab’s efforts. By October new,
improved fighter types were reaching the units. 1L /G 27, under Hptm. Dy, Peter Werfft
at Koln-Wahn, took delivery of the first 75 enhanced and aerodynamically refined
Messerschmitt Bf 109 H-4s, whilst 1Il./JG 54 under Ritterkreuzirdger Hptm, Robert
Weiss at Oldenburg received the first of the long-nosed Focke-Wulf Fw 190 D-%s in late
September, a machine which, powered by the Jumo 213 A engine, would later prove to
be an outstandingly manoeuvrable and fast fighter when pitted against Allied types.
Despite some initial scepticism on the part of IIL /G 54°s pilats, within eight days of
taking delivery of the D-9, Weiss scored the first victory on the type and his persanal

LEFT Alter a successful carcer with 1G 54 on the Eastern Fromt where be accumulaed 1449 victories, Bichenkubtriger
Emil Lang wes appoinied Staffelkapitin of 9006 54 in April 1944, Subscquently his Suiffel was trnsferred o the West and
assigned to Defenoe of the Reich duties, during which Lang increased his tlly oo 159 victories, One 29 June he then
became Kommandeur of 114G 26 and was credited with another 14 victories, his last being three Spitfires shot down on
20 Aungust, On 29 August the Greppe imesterred from Mons-en-Chause to Melsbrock bur, as a result of British advances in
Belginm, was ordered to retreat to Germany. The move bogan on 3 Seprember but mechanical trouble with Lang's aircraft
debived the mke-off of his Stab machines. When '!'I['!. Y |,'|'|I|.|i||!:| tovek ol Lang's Fw 150 A-H, "Green 17, was =1l giving
trowmbde and he had difficulty retracting his undercarriage. What happencd next is still uncertidn, bt ag some point the
Focke-Wulls were artacked by Allied aircrafi, probably P-<47s of the US S5th Fighrer Group, and Ling was shot dosen, his
airerall diving inverted into the ground.
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120th when he shot down an RAF reconnaissance Spitfire south-west of Bremen.

The immeadiate problem facing the fagdwalfe was a lack of sufficiently trained pilots able to defend
the skies over the Reich or the Western Front. However, the Western Front had so deteriorated by this
stage that neither Generalfeldmarschall Model, the Oberbefehishaber West, or his replacement, von
Rundstedt, were able to stem the rapid pace of the Allied advance. Virtually unopposed, the troops and
armour of the British Second Army broke out of France and swept on inte Belgium taking Brussels and
the key seaport of Antwerp, its vital harbour instaliations still intact, in early September. By late
October, Montgomery's troops had reached the sauthern banks of the Scheldt where the task was to
flush the estuary of resistance and tc open Antwerp to Allied shipping. Worse still, in mid-September
and further to the east, the first Amencan troops had crossed the Sauer north of Trier and penetrated
the frontier of the Reich itself. Two weeks later, elements of the American First Army breached what
was thought to be the impenetrable Siegiied Line north of Aachen, The front was collapsing; the Allles
were fighting within the borders of the Reich.

But from what seemed disaster, Generalleutnant Galland was attempting 1o recover and ultimateky
mount a reprisal:  ‘L.our ighter wnits arnved at the Rhine in a chaolic condition. The Gruppen,
Geschwadern and even Staffein had got into a complefe mix-up and except for a few, had shrunk to a
fifth of thair normal strength. It took a long hime for the decimated ground crews to find their units.
They had sustained greal matenal Insses. The existing ground organisations an both sides of the Rhine
were in no position to cope with all these new unils. Each Luftgau now had additional airstrips under
its care. To reestablish order within the Jagdwaffe, we introduced a complete regrouping. Ay main
desire was to create a new reserve...'

Other Gruppen, equally exhausted and only slightly less scathed, returned to the Reich from the
Balkans and the East. Elements of JG 302 retumed from Rumania and IV, /JG 54 and IIl./JG 11 came
in from the East.

Galland: *Oddly enough, my proposal to give priority to the replerishing and formation of reserves
instead of sending forces to the front was accepted without demur by the Supreme Command. As on
my two previous attempts in this direction, [ maintained that this was the only possible way to deliver
the necessary Grosse Schiag - ‘Great Blow’ - in the defence of the Reich. This phrase was taken up
in the highest guarlers.

With his Grosse Schiag policy sanctioned by both Hitler and Géring and the short luxury of a halt
in the extended Allied advance, Galland began working to create a reserve of such strength that the
Jagdwalfe would be in a position o send up at least 2,000 fighters. These would be employed against
a single, major raid when, it was envisioned, the bambers could be harried from Swaden ta Switzerland
and an impact made on the escort fighters. Galland was prepared to sacrifice 400 aircraft and 150
pllots if 400-500 Viermots could be brought down in one massive operation. He began by stripping the
southern front and Austria of fighters. Such moves meant, for example, that the four Gruppen of JG 27
previously scattered across France, Germany and Austria could row be reconsolidated within the
Reich, The nominal strengtn of each home defence Gruppe was ircreased as was the amount of
specialist training given to pilots serving in the Reichsverteidigung. Practice manosuvres Were run
through again and again taking into account ail possible variations the approach flight the bombers
might take and using the lessons gained by |. Jagdkorps in the past seven manths.
Sufficient fuel was scraped together and stockpiled to cover 2,500 sorties and the
command infrastructure was revised.

Meanwhile, the challenging regeneration of the Jfagdwaffe did not entirely
distract it from its ability to wage defensive warfare. During September and
October, the Sturmgruppen were active again. On the morning of 27 September,
in what was one of the mast formidable missions of its kind. three waves of
Sturmgruppen numbering some 120 aircraft, escorted by the Bf 109s of
1./JG 300, attacked the B-24s of the 2nd Bamb Division whilst on a mission to
Kassel. The first wave comprised IV Sturm) /G 3 led by Hotm, Moritz, the second
consisted of IL{Sturm]/1G 4 led by Obit. Othmar Zehart and the third wave was
I{Sturm)/JG 300 led by LI Bretschneider, Il. (Sturm)/JG 4 shot down 26
Liberators of the 445th BG in three minutes - the largest loss suffered by any
single USAAF group in one mission in the entire war. German pilot losses from this
action amounted to 18 (inciuding Othmar Zehart who is listed as MI&), with a
further eight wounded, Thirty-two aircraft were rated as having been 60 per cent
damaged or more.
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The next day, 28 September, the Eighth Air Force bombed an ofl target at
Magdeburg, but in bad weather only 23 of the 417 bombers found the main target
and the rest bombed the city. Of the Fortresses that made it to the target, 27 were
from the 303rd BG. They had completed their bomb run and had turned for home
when their combat box was attacked from the rezsr at 12.50 hrs by the Fw 1905 of
Wi Sturm)/JG 3 which, together with L (Sturm)/JG 4 and I1{Sturm) /)G 300, formed
a Gefechtsverband. The attack was concentrated on the 303rd's Low Squadron and
in less than a minute ten bombers were shot down. According to the unit’s records:
‘Attacks were chiefly from five to seven o'clock, fram low to level,.. The tactics
utifized by the enemy pifots demonsirated that they were determined, efficient, and
axperienced.’

Lt Cskar Romm of 15.{Sturm)/JG 3 claimed two B-17s for his 84th and B5th
victories while Fw Willl Maximowitz, also of 15. Staffel, scored his 13th victory.
Fw. Klaus Neumann of 16.1 Sturm) /G 3 shot down his 29th victim and for Obit. Horst
Haase, also of 16. Staffel, it was another successful mission. B-17 ‘Miss
Umbragio'of the 359th BS piloted by LL. Willam F. Miller suffered hits to two engines
and burning fuel streamed out of the ruptured tanks. The tail gunner was killed and
his body was still in the wreckage when the aircraft crashed southeeast of
Wolfenbittel. The radio operator was blown out aof the aircraft, but the rest of the
crew managed to bale out. ‘Miss Umbragio” was Horst Haase's 56th victim.

In total, the USAAF lost 34 heawy bombers in the raid with WiStwrm) /G 3
accounting for ten of them. An eleventh bomber also failed to make it home. By the
end of a month of intensive operations, IV.(Sturm)/JG 3 was able only to field some 30 aircraft.

On 15 October, General Doolittle told the RAF that he considered: * ... the German day fighter force
was becoming a more and more serious threat.” There had been noticeable increases in the rumbers
of enemy fighters deployed, as well as improvements in tactics and armament.

These were limited successes howewver, and were not enough to satisfy Hitler. By the end of
October, he was again |osing patience with what seemed yet more inertia on the part of the Jagdwaffe,
only this time it was dressed up as 'strategic regeneration’. He had had enough. Still the fighter pilots
made excuses; he wanted bombers brought down, On 18 September, a day when the Jagawaffe —
unlike USAAF fighters — had flown few sorties due to bad weather, the Flthrer told Generalieutnant
Wemer Kreipe, the Luftwaffe Chief-of-Staff, that he thought the Lufwarfe was incompetent, cowardly,
and was letting him down. What mattered was that the bombers were still getting through, inflicting
continual damage to his oil supplies and in this respect he had observed a dangerous new cycle
beginning to emerge; despite record aircraft availability, fuel supply was low, which meant that the
preduction plants and refineries were not being protected and, despite Galland's efforts, many pilots
had been insufficiently trained due to the lack of fuel!

Garing was prompted to gather a number of his key home defence commanders at the
headquarters of Lufifiotte Reich at Berfin-Wannsee on 26 October to address the problem. Adolf

BELOW: Li. Detlef
Jung of 14./0G 54
with his Fw 1540
Hack 5. While
fving anather
alrceaft in the
Lrri e drea o
21 Seplember
PEk4, Jung was
artacked by a
Sputfire wnd shaot
down. He babed
ot bt was

prosted missing
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Gallarwd recalled of this meeting: "All formation leaders down to and including Gruppenkommandere
were present and a Staffelkagitdn from each Gruppe. Apart from that, this glorious speech was also
recorded and sent oul to the units, It lasted for about three hours. He just kept chewing the same oid
stuff over and over again; the operations against Englang and how the fighter escort had not worked
propery and then came reproach after reproach — Africa, Sicily, escort missions to Malta, what had the
Jagdwaffe achieved in the East? efc... In the end there was doubt cast upon the fighting spirit of the
fighters... There were a few who contradicted and they had a very bad time of it... Afterwards, it was so
had that he couwld no longer bear to look at my face without getting worked up.’

Then Goring announced; ! wanf 500 B-17s trought down next time or 'l have you transferred to the
intantry! The Allles know how o put up & good show at fighter pratection — use them as an example!”

At dawn on 2 November 1944, there were nearty 30 operational day fighter Gruppen at readiness
ir Germany with a further 16 refitting or training, totalling 695 aircraft. That day, these units were once
again to be tested to their limits, The targets wee the refineries at Gelsenkirchen ard Castrop-Rauxel
and the Leuna hydrogenation plant south-east of Merseburg. Furthermore, Allied commanders ‘were
taking no chances on a repeat of the savage punishment their bomber crews had taken over the
preceding weeks and had arranged a fighter screen af approximatety 600 P-51s.

Despite 9/10ths cloud cover and extremely poar visibility, the Jagdwaffe mounted an all-out effort
and 500 German fighters were scrambled. Around midday. a Gefechtsverband formed arcund Hptm.
Maritz's IV.(Sturm) /)G 3 and hit the B-17s of the 91st BG in a head-on formation, clawing 12 of the
bombers oul of the sky. Ritterkreustrager Lt. Werner Gerth was one of 11 pilots from [V.(Sturm)/JG 3
killed that day. He had rammed a bomber over Bitierfeld and baled out, but his parachute failed to
open. Gerth had 25 four-engined kills to his credit and was a veteran of Sturmstaffel 1.

Major Gerhard Michalski led the Pw 190s of IL{Stwm)/IG 4 up from Welzow and met the
Americans over Kothen, Whilst the Bf 109s of 1G 4's escort Gruppen took care of the Mustangs, the
heavily armaured Sturmbdcke went for the Fortresses of the 457th BG, sending down nine of them.

The battle raged all afternoon, spreading across Saxony and Thuringia, yet, paradoxically, at the
HQ of Luftflotte Reich, Generaloberst Hans-Jurgen Stumpll was penning a new order to his regional
airfield command:

‘The fuel situation makes further restnction of fiving operations essential. | therefare Issue the
following orders:

1. A sortie is justifiable only i weather reports and the
available tactical information promise success, Those
responsitie for operations must bear this in mind when
issuing operational onders

2. Traiming flights within units are prohibited until further
notice unless specific quotas are (ssued for the
purpose. My approval is required for exceptions to
this rule.

3. No flights may be undertaken escept for operational
transfer, test and transport purposes,’

Meanwhile, Oberst Gustav Rodel's JG 27, its four
Gruppen of Bf 109s operating together for the first time since
being brought back into the Reich, tried in vain to get to the
bombers bul clashed with Mustangs around Lelpzig. It was to
be the blackest day in the Geschwader's history. Fighter after
fighter plunged towards the earth and after the battle, JG 27
had suffered no fower than 38 pilots killed or wounded. Radel
remembered; | flew and survived more than 1,000 missions,
RIGHT Lt Klaus Bretschneider, the Suaffelkapitin of 5,00 3040, second
froom the left, with his Fw 190 A-H/RE Red 1 in the background
Bretschnciler begin fis carcer s a Wildle Sau night fighter pilot, in
whdch role he achieved 14 fousengined night victories before
transferring to a daylight Sturmgruppe. He then succeeded in
destroving several more fourengined bombers and on 7 Octaber shot
dowwn ome B 17, forced another froan its delensive combat box and
rammed o third. He was decoraved with the German Cross in Gaold
and received the Knight's Cross on 18 November 1994
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but attaching fourengined bombers flying in formation still remains a nightmare in my memory. Each
aftack had & different pattern... There were too many odds and unknown factors during an approach,
such as weather, the counter-action of the fighter escort and the difficulty in manoewwing in a large
formation. The sole aim of the flight leader was to get his formation into a position which allowed &
virtual collision course attack. Thereafter, (t was every pilot for himself — he could hardly even keeg an
eve out for his wingman

Figures still differ as to the exact casualties that both sides incurred during the battle, but sources
place the Eighth Air Force losses at between 40 and 50 bombers, almost four per cent of the total
ferce, and 16 out of 873 fighters, Galland had lost 120 aircraft and 70 of his pllots with another 28
wounded. The battle had been so severe that Doolittle thought it perfectly reasonable to assume the
Germans capable of bringing down up to 100 bombers on any future, deep penetration raid. Writing to
Spaatz after the mission, Doolittle warned that as a result of improved, heavier calibre armament, the
enemy fighters might soon be in a position 1o open fire on the bomber boxes bevond the range of their
defensive weapons and complained about a shortage of available fighters.

As Galland told an American interrogator in May 1945: “If the weather from the middle of
November and during December had heen decenl, you might have hean attacked by 2 800 ta 3.000
fighters, With those numbers, our Fighter Arm would have been in a better position to cope...”

The Grosse Schiag however, had become |ittle more than a pipe dream.
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VROVE: Am Fwe 190 A8 of 11006 300 Bnding ot Lobndtz
tomards the end of 1944 Clearly visible around the rear
Tusclage is the Geschwader's red, LIy W hich is the

black owtline of the 11 Gruppe horgzongal bar

RIGHT A line-up of Fo 10 A-Ss of 0,00 3000 ae
Heslekicchen, near Mumicly, in \1-|\[|'|'||I'|l" LEE
clearly showing the inboand MO 15172
and the outer ME 108s

L) CAnnon

LEFT This Fay 190 AHR2 was o
by Lo, Hesimmeunm oof I/ JG 300 and

b the tacrical rumber 'Black 4



Defending the Reich ® 249

LEFT Faw 154 A-Hs
piessibily af BJJG 300
it Lishmits in
Diecembser 1944,

LAOVE:This Pw 190 D=9 belonged o 700 26 and was used at
Acinschlen in November or December 19494 1o trin pilots of

LAG 26 comverting to the type fnoum thelr presdous Fae 1940 A-Bs. An
el feature of this machine, which has a beown homeonital

L Gruppe bar behind the oselage Balkenkrewz, is the fuselge

aaullage which is e masttled than normally secn

MGHT: Gefr Werner Merz of 11,06 54 in his Fa 190 D29 Yellow 4
it Adenburg o the aotumin of 1944, Below the cockpit is the pilod's
persol emblem comprising the wond "Bums' in white. meaning a
crash or crash-linding, ancd a green lncky foue-leal clover thinky

edzed in vellow. Note the eady tvpe canopy and head armour,
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LEFT AND RIGHT: Oberst Henschel, the focal
Fagmc i Tie fithrer, or lafii. decor:
Meimberg, the Kommandeur of 11,7040 53 with the
Ritterkrens a1 Malmshcim on 24 Owctolser 1944
Meimberg was appointed Kommandcur of the Grappe
on 24 Apral 1244 and remained in commeand il the
end of the war At the tme of the siwaed, be had 45

g Hpom, Julnes

victories and fimished the war with 53

BELOW AND BOTTOM: Twor views of LU Hans-Werner
Renzow, in peaked Geld cap. the staffellapitin of
LOAG 77, inspecting a B 109 K-4 @ Molruppee
Movembser 19494, Although this airceaft, Wi 1
WINE 330230, belonged 1o 9./G 77 when shown here,
during Crperation Bodenplatte it was fosen by U0z
Heinrich Munninger, another pilot of 1), Staffcl. Uz
Munnimges carried oot an attck b, doring the retarn
Might o Tiis Base ar Dortmond, he weas shot dosen by

anti-ainc fire and Killed swhen his aircrafi crashed in
Tames north-cast of Antwerp
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LBEAE AND ABOVE BIGHT: Another aircraft of
SG TT at Newruppen was this BE 108 K<
White 2. As wiith cabier aipcraft of 11 e TT,
the teschwader's Here As' badge was carricd
an bisth siches of the engine cowligg but the
mil's green andd white fusclage bands have yet
s he applied.

RIGHT A BE 109 B of 971G 77 pictuned at
Newruppen in November 1949 when the

L Gruppe was converting o the K-, This
prticular machine is thought to have been

WML 3302064, and alehoagh shown here as "Whine
Iwith Hprm. Menzel in the cockpdt preparing lor
A Sumiligrisateon fhgghe, it is believed lner oo have
won renumbered "White 13 With this lagier
srticil mumther, it 45 thowghn thar this aircsdl was
shot dowm 1|1i|‘||'|__|.1 |'i|.l.|ru||-|;|'|||' w hile Bsing [honam
by L1 Herbert Abendroth The nsichine is shown
wre Before unil idencification hands were added
but it almost certainly had che Gesclhmsder's
freen and white bands aroumd the rear foselge
when shiot dosvn

Messerschmitt Bf 109 K-4 "White 1' of 9./1G 77, Neuruppen, November 1944

Aithough the main airframe of this machine was finished in 75 and B3 with 76 undersurfaces, the tail unit was camouflaged in 83
and 81. Note the location of the Werknummer, 330204, and that the main, outer undercarriage doors have been removed. The
tallwheel was probably locked down and the tailwheel doors permanently closed. By the end of 1944, unit badges had become
something of a rarity, /G 77 being one of the few units to maintain this custom.
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ABOVE:
Crenerlmajor
Dietrich Pelte
became
commander of

1L Japdkorps in
Octaber 1944 ancd

almaost immediately

devised the costly
Bodenplate
operation.

‘Wacht am Rhein’ and ‘Bodenplatte’

he last great German offensive in the West was a plan so audacious that no senior Allied

commander expected it. Codenamed 'Wacht am Bhein’, and under the overall command of C-in-C
West, Generalfeldmarschall Gerd von Rundstedt, the offensive was devised by Hitler and invalved a
thrust through the forests and hills of the Ardennes to retake Antwerp. If successful, this would drive
an armoured wedge between the Allies and trap the US First and Ninth Armies around Aachen, thus
also eliminating the threat posed to the Ruhr

In mid-November, Goring had issued orders to Il. Jagdkorps that its main tasks in the offensive
were "...to attack enemy fighterbombers at airfields near the front line” and even more importantly,
“...to fly fighter cover for the Army to give it freedom of movement”. At his HQ in Flammersfeld,
Generalmajor Dietrich Peltz, a highly-regarded former Stuka pilot and bomber commander who had
recently been appointed commander of Il. Jagdkorps, became increasingly concerned as reports
reached him of Jagdflieger breaking off engagements with enemy fighters and jettisoning drop tanks
without good reason in order to race back to the relative safety of Reich airspace.

As S5S-Oberstgruppenfuhirer Josef 'Sepp’ Dietrich's 6,Panzer Armee drove west on 16 December
1944, encircling Bastogne and trapping several thousand American troops, initially the Allied air forces
remained largely grounded by bad weather and operations by the Jagdwaffe during
the offensive increasingly took on a ground-support role; typical for example was that
flown by elements of Hptm. Walter Krupinski's I1l./JG 26 which mounted sweeps over
advancing German armeour on the opening day of the offensive, but which failed to
make contact with Allied aircraft. Amid snow showers on the 17th however, Fw 190s
of 1./JG 26 from Firstenau under Obit. Alfred Heckmann clashed with eight P-38
Lightnings of the US 474th FG attacking German ground targets over the Eifel and shot
down four of them. Elsewhere, the Fw 190s of Hptm. Siegfried Lemke's IIl./JG 2
based at Ettingshausen, used 21 cm mortars in the Monschau area to attack Allied
ground positions. Escort cover as far as the front line was provided by the Bf 109s of
Hptm. Georg Schrider’s 1L /)G 2 which flew in line abreast some 300 metres behind
and above the Fw 190s, weaving continually, On reaching the front, the Bf 109s then
broke off and conducted a normal fighter sweep. JG 27's balance sheet for the day
recorded the loss of six Bf 109s from IV, Gruppe and eight from |l. Gruppe, These
Gruppen had shot down 11 enemy fighters that day.

In the afterncon of 19 December, Bf 108s of II./1G 11 under Lt. Georg Flireder were detailed to
fly a frefe Jagd in the Bastogne area where, in appalling weather conditions, they encountered a large
formation of P-47s and shot eight down for the loss of two pilots. For Flireder the operation gave him
his 27th victory.

The first half of December had seen 136 pilots lost in home defence operations, but in the week
23-31 December, German fighter losses on the Western Front were 316 pilots killed or missing. Over
Christmas in the area of Lufiwaffenkommando West, the units assigned to the Ardennes offensive
reported in excess of 260 casualties. It was a level of attrition which could not be sustained. Losses
included Ritterkreuztriger Ofw. Heinrich Bartels of IV./JG 27 whose Bf 109 G-10 was shot down near
Bonn by a P-47 after he had scored his 99th victory,

Finally, on 23 December, the fog lifted. Allied air superiority was quickly re-established and the rail
system, upon which the German commanders were so dependent for their supplies, was subjected to
attack by RAF and US Eighth Air Force bombers. Hardly a train got through from the railway yards in
Germany without being attacked and Dietrich’s tanks were slowly starved of fuel. Simultaneously, P-38
and P47 fighterbombers of the US NMinth Air Force began a systematic ground-attack campaign in
support of the recovenng Allied ground forces.,

Hampered by Allied air power, weather, terrain, starved of fuel and meeting firm opposition, the
German assault, having penetrated 112 kilometres at its deepest point but still far short of Antwerp,
faltered and stopped. By 30 December, the last German attempt to close the Bastogne corridor failed
and, with the initiative now lost, Manteuffel's 5. Panzer Armee abandoned any hope of further
offensive action,

Meanwhile, Generalmajor Peltz, supported by an increasingly despondent Goring, had decided that
the best way in which to offer support to the armoured thrust in the Ardennes was to neutralise Allied
tactical air power where it was at its most vulnerable — on the ground. By using the element of surprise,
Peitz had logically concluded that as an alternative to the costly dogfights against numerically superior
and skilled enemy fighter pilots over the front, such an attack would incur minimum casualties and



Defending the Reich @ 253

ARCVE: A Rote of consume less fuel. Originally intended to coincide with the launch of the ground offensive, the weather

;“ﬁ:‘::':‘::h':’”" frustrated the plan and the operation - known as 'Bodenpiatte’ - was deferred, despite the
commencement of 'Wacht am Rhein'. However, on 14 December, Peltz briefed the assembled regional
Jagdiliegerithrer and stunned fighter KXormmodore at Altenkirchen with his plans. Under complete radio
silence and at first light on a day when meteoroiogical conditions were favourable, virtually the entire
strength of the Luftwaffz's single-engine daylight fighter force on the Western Front would be deployed
in a low-level, hit-and-run style operation mounted against eleven key Allied fighter airfields in Belgium,
Holland and north-eastern France. The component Geschwader of 3. Jagddivision - JG 1, JG 3, 1G B,
15 26 plus elements of JG 54 and JG 77 — would attack bases of the British 2nd Tactical Air Force in
the north st Antwerp, Brussels, 5t.Denis-Westrem, Maldegem, Ursel, Eindhoven and Volkel. Units of
the Jafii Mittelrhein (JG 2, 5G 4, JG 4 and JG 11) were to strike American airfields at St. Trond,
Le Culot and Asch, while to the south, JG 53, under contral of 5. Jagddivision would attack Metz,
Ju B8 Lotsen (Pathfinders) drawn from Il and 11./NJG 4, HL/MNIG 5, 1L /NIG 6, 1L /NG 100, and |. and
/MG 101, would guide the attacking fighters and fighterbombers to their targets,

The code word ‘Warus' would indicate that the operation was to take place within 24 hours,
‘Teutanicus' signalled authority to brief pilots and for aircraft to be armed and made ready, and
‘Hermann' would give the exact date and time of the attack.

At the first suitable break in the weather — dawn on 1 January 1945 - following the *Teutonicus' and
‘Hermann' signals, German fighters from 33 Gruppen left their forward bases and roared in tight formation
towards the Allied lines. Although complete surprise was achieved and moderate success gained at
Eindhoven where two Canadian Typhoon squadrons were virtually destroyed). and at Brussels and
St.Denis-Westrem, the attacks on Antwerp, Le Culot and Volkel were nothing short of catastrophic,
1G 1 lest 25 pilots and 29 of its 70 attacking aircraft were damaged for the destruction of 60-plus
aircraft. Over the Malmedy-Aachen battle zone,
the combined force of M5 2 and SG 4 lost 43
machines to anti-aircraft fire. Thus JG 2 lost
half its aircraft and the Pw 130 FBs of 5G 4
failed to carry out an effective attack at St Trond.

The experiences of Major Karl-Heinz
Langer's |IL/)G 3 are representative of the
operation. Despite eaming a good reputation
while on home defence operations in late
1943 and early 1944, the Gruppe had been
50 badly mauled in Normandy that it had to be

RIGHT: Hptm. Robert Welss toentre), the Kommandeur of [LG 54 Aler
ading his Gruppe thrawghout the costly air battbes on the Invasion Front and
e Defence of the Reich, Wedss ook off from Varrelbusch for the East time on
A9 PDecember 15944 Weiss' onders were to infercept Allicd Hghterbombsers of
the 2 Tactical Air Force in the Manster-Bhein aoea but the interoe ption ook
place in bad weather and the Gernun pilots soon found themselves
oumumbered, As Weeiss and his Schwanm tried o disengage, they wore

atacked by Spitfires of 331 Sqo. In the battle which then ook place, Weiss
shot. down one, possibly twn of the Spifires but he and two of his pilots were
themselves shot down over Lengersch, Weiss' machine crashing into a forest.
This photograph wis @ken o Villacouhlay in the spmmer of 19464
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ARCHE This Fae 19 D-5, W Ne 210194, was flosn during Operation Bodenplane, by Fw Werner Hobenberg of JG 2. Although bricled 1o attack St Tromd, pilors
attacked the airfelds at Asch and Hl!'l!':l'-'l-.'ﬂ in error, Fa. Hohenberg making two steafing attacks on parked aleceaft, During the second attack, his aircraft sas hic and
dmmaged by antkaircrafi fire and Hohenberg set course for his home airfield ot Mershausen. Almost immediately, however. his aircraft was hit again by concenitrated
anti-aireraft fire, Afoer 2 thivd hit, in the engine, Hohenberg was obliged o make an emergency bindimg near the village of Dol south-cist of Aachen, where he was
taken prisonce by US soldiers. Although i member of 400 2 Pw, Hohenberg Mew with the Sabschwarm during the 1 Lowary attack, His siresifl cirricd the fuselige
markings of a Major beim Stab and a eradely painted number 917 on the moddes

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 D-9 of Stab/JG 2 flown on 1 January 1945 by Fw. Werner Hohenberg

This aireraft was camouflaged in an 83/75/76 scheme with the demarcation line en the fuselage behind the cockpit being more
uneven than that on the nose due to the method of application. The spinner was plain 70 and the fuselage markings were those
of a Major beim Stab. The number '41' was painted on the rudder in white and JG 2's yellow/white/yellow unit identification
bands were carried around the rear fuselage.



TRES PAGE: Although bearing a close resemblance to the airceaft of StahdG 2 in
which Fw. Werner Hohenberg was shot down on | Jameiry 1945, the Faw 190 -5
slewn here al Bheon Main s an entirel

it the Stih ok
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he apen haich
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helivw the e

turing the Closing months of the war fell far
wired standards as laid down by the RLEM, Mot particularty the ersion
it the camouf] oy thie fusclige amd s black of the fuselage Balkenkreusz

o pared with the paints used for the Stab markings, Hakenkreoz, unit identity

nandls andd thar on the

gine cowling. The spiril on the spinner consisted of o

stant width white line which complered only a single meen and the black Suiby
rhings were thinly edged in white. The identification bands around the rear
fuselage are believed to have been blackfwhite/Mack, indicating thar the unit wo
which this aircraft belonged was [G 4
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withdrawn to Esperstedt to rest and refit. The Gruppe then transferred to
Bad Lippspringe with 45 Bf 109s. but in return for shooting down 13 US
aircraft over the Ardennes, a further 25 of its Bf 109s had been destroved
13 damaged, and 15 pilots had been kiled and six wounded,

Then, on 31 December, in the company of the Kommodore Major Bar
Mafor Langer briefed his pilots and advised them of the forthcoming
Saondereinsatz planned for the next moming against Eindhoven airfield.
The pilots were confined to their quarters at 20.00 hrs and were forbidden
ta drink alcohol to welcome in the New Year. After a good night's sleep, the
pilots ‘were awoken very early the next morning and given a final briefing
by Mafer Langer., during which the target, course and attack plan was
putlined. Pilots were given specially prepared maps and instructed to
make repeated low-level attacks in Schwarme.

The Gruppe’s Bf 109s took off from Lippspringe at 08.25 hrs and
were joined by the Pw 190 ASs of the Geschwader Stabsschwarm, The
Gruppe then assembled with the rest of JG 3 over Lippstadt and set
coaurse for Eindhoven. At 029,15 hrs, disaster struck when one of lll. /)G 3's
aircraft flown by Lt Hans-Ulnch Jung, Hapitan of 7./0G 3 collided with a
power lineg and his aircraft exploded or the ground, Shock gripped the
formation. Soon. however, the Gruppe reached the target and. in
formation, went in to strafe the airfield which was home to a number of
Typhoon, Spitfire and Mustang squadrons as well as some Bostons, As
cannon fire striking fuel and
ammunition dumps, fires broke out all over the airfield and personnel ran for cover, Yet amidst it all
some Typhoons attempted to take off and L. Oskar Zimmermann, Kapitdn of 2./1G 3 shot down one
pwer the airfield as his 30th victory.

the Messerschmitts swept in, their

Ancther Staffafkapitédn was lost when Obit, Eberhard Fischler Graf von Treuberg, commander of
12./1G 3 and a former member of JG 52 on the Eastern Front with some 20 victories to his credit, was
shot down either on the approach to Eindhoven or during the early stages of the attack,

At the end of the mission, around ten Bf 109s of Il./)G 3 returned to Lippspringe. The unit War
Diary recorded: *Forming part of & Geschwader strength formation, our Gruppe started with 15 aircraft
and was ordered 'to clear’ Eindhoven airfield. it would be the last big victory of the Luftwaffe in which
Jagdgeschwader 3. destroying 116 aircraft on Eindhoven, had & major parl.

AROVE: Lt Oskar
Zami

S0 A, awarded

LRE

the Knight's Cross
an 29 Oxcticher
I, claimed a
Tempest over
Eindhwmwen as his
ith victory on

I Jamuary 1945, His
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a Typhoon
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n many cases however, the German formations failed even to find their allocated targets, as with
Qbstlt. Johann Kogler's JG 6 over Volkel. whilst elsewhere they fell as victims of their own Flak or
became lost or collided, such as happened to Major Gerhard Michaiski’'s JG 4 over Le Culot. In this
case, of the 75 aircraft, only around 12, or 15 per cent of the strike force, actually attacked whereas
the Geschwader suffered 8 47 per cent loss rate during the operation. This is comparable to JG 53,
which lost 30 Bf 1095 out of 80 attacking, or 48 per cent! Recent research indicates that altogether
nearly 300 Allied aircraft were destroved as a result of the raid, of which some 145 were single-engined
fighters; another 180 Allied aircraft were damaged and 185 personnel killed or wounded.

Sodenplatte was, without doubt, an unexpected and painful blow for the Allies — particularly with
regard to the attack mounted against Eindhoven by Major Heinz Bér's IG 3, the attack by Il. and
l./JG 26 on Brussels-Evere and the strike on Melsbrosk by 16 27 and IV./JG 54, but the long-term
effect on Allied tactical operations would be negligible. For the increasingly beleaguered Jagdwarfe
howevear, the cost was much higher. In total, 143 pilots were killed or reported missing including three
Geschwaderkommuodare, five Gruppenkommandeure and 14 Starfelkapitine, with a further 21 pilots
wounded and 70 taken prisoner.

LEFT VG 55 ar Srutgart-Echterdinger was
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e
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258 @ Defending the Reich

Variation of the 1G 4
emblem

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-B/R2 'White 11° flown by Gefr. Walter Wagner of 5./)G 4, 1 January 1945

This profile represents the appearance of Gefr. Wagner's before and shortly after it fell into American hands on the morning of

1 January 1945, At that time the badge of JG 4 appeared on the port side of the engine cowling and there was a yellow panel under
the nose. The basic camouflage was predominantly a 74/75,/76 scheme but with areas around the engine in a badly chipped dark
green similar to 83, and with dabs of red primer particularly evident on the external cockpit armour and on the undercarriage doors,
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Trouble at the Top

At his headguarters at BerlinHottengrund, apparently appalled by the irreplaceable losses inflicted
on the Jagdwalfe as a result of Bodenplatte and aware of the growing plots to oust him from his
position as General der Jagdfiieger, Generallewtnant Adolf Galland, prepared himself for the worst. As
he recalled: “it was quite clear to me that only a radical gisbanding of our fighter units would ensure
the surwival of what remained, but this was not an option for discussion. My infivence on the
Jagdwafte's further affairs was nil... Before December was out, | approached the Chief of the General
Staff (Koller} and asked him to support my request for my return o opesational service at the frond.'
This request was ignored, Howewver, betwean Christmas 1944 and the new yvear of 1945, during
the course of a onesided, two-and-a-half-hour telephone call, Garing carefully spelt out to Galland the
reasons why he would have to go. "Goring tred to blame me without really having a clear opinion
himself,* Galland recorded in his diary. ‘Amangst other things, he reprosched me for the fallowing:

a. A negative influence on fighter tactics

b. A lack of suppart and failure to enfarce orders

¢, For having created my own empire in the fagdwarfe
d. Wrong starf policy

e, Afemoval of people | did not like

f. My responsibility for the bad state of the Jagdwaffe

‘I was not permitted to say a word in my defence. At the end, Goring
expressed his gratitude, saying that after my leave, he would appoint me
to an important position within the leadership. | said that this was not
acceptable since under no circumstances would | want o be in a leading
position now that the Jagdwaffe's collapse was imminent. | again
requested to be emploved operationally on the Me 262, not as a unit
leader, but simply as a pllot. A decision was to be made during my leave.’

Galland subsequently left for his enforced perod of
‘..embittered, depressed and withouwt any definite plan for the future.’

The unrest which had baen simmerning for months within a select group
of senior fightar commanders was attributable largely to the increasing levels
of abuse being heaped upon the pilots of the Jagggeschwader by thedr
Commanderin-Chief who now regularly threw them into bad-weather
operations.

On 30 November 1944, Ganng visited the Stab of IG 300 at Jiterbog
and almast immediately emberked upon an angry confrontation with the
Kommodore, Gberstievtnant Walther Dahl, demanding to know why his unit
was not airborne. Dahl replied that adverse weather conditions had
prevented the safe take-off and assembly of his formation. Géring

leave
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exploded: “You cowards! Now | know wihy your
Geschwader holds the record for parachute fumps
— you jump so as not to fight! Why have you not
obeyed my orders? | shall order my Fak to have
you shot from the skies... You and vour rotten
fighter pilots are going 1o feel my hand, Before the
sun sets tonght, | shall have you shot!™
However, it was perhaps the humiliating way in
which the Galland affair had been handled that
provoked outrage, particularly among a group of
Germany’s finest senior fighter commanders,
Headed by Oberst Glnther Litzow, other officers,
including QObersten Gustay
Steinhoff, Ginther von
Trautloft, were persuaded to rebel against Géring

Rodel, Johannes

Maltzahn and Hannes

whom, they felt, was being influenced by another
clique of ambitious and self-serving personalities
These included Generalmajor Dietrich Peltz, the
architect of Bodenplatte, Gberst Hajo Herrmann and (berst Gordon Gollob, themselves all battle
experienced and highly-decorated officers. Throughout January 1945, by means of semicovert meetings
with a number of Luftwaffe generals and even 55 leaders, the Litzow group attempted to force a
confrontation with Goring during which they would put forward their grievances and demand Galland's
reinstatemnent. This proved unsuccessful and on 23 January, Gonng officially stated:

‘Generalleutnant Galland has been dismissed from his post following several years service as
General der Jagdiiieger, in order that he may once again be deployed in command once his health has

been restored. | wish to express my sincere thanks to Generalleutnant Galland for his services

performed on Dehall of myself, for the German Jagdwaffe and for the Fatherland, With untiring zeal in
both operations and administration, Galland has fulfiled the aims of the JagdwarTe,

‘In place of Generalleutnant Galland, | have appointed Oberst Gallob to safeguard the duties of the
General der Jagdflieger. | expect that the Jagdwaffe will support Oberst Goliob... It should be
remembered that it is neither the organisation nor the man that is impartant, but only the goal that is

common to us all - the regaining of air supremacy over German ferritory,
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ABOVE Two Fov 190 D9 of 2./0G 26
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The Ta 152

On 2 November 1944, & special test unit designated Erprobungskemmando 152 was established
at Rechlin for developing to aperational readiness what many perceived ta be the ultimate piston
engine fighter, Kurt Tank's Ta 152. The unit was led by the 35victory Ritterkreustrdger and former
Kommandeur of [II./JG 2 and |./)G 11, Hpim. Brunc Stolle and was equipped with a small number of
Ta 152 H-O pre-production aircraft al| fitted with GM-1 power boost, Dunng early tests, the pilots of the
Kommando found the aircraft possessed a superb performance, especially at altitude, making it more
manoeuvrable than the P-51 Mustang and P-47 Thunderbolt, During one flight, Stolle reached an
altitude of 12,000 metres and was only prevented from climbing higher by lack of oxygen.

A plan was then issued on 9 lanuary 1945 to expand the Kommando to comprise a Gruppe Stab,
Stabskompanie and five Starfeln. However, this was almost immediately abandoned and operational
testing was placed in the hands of IIl./)G 301. Tweive Ta 1525 remained with Erprobungskommando
152, which was redesignated Stabsstaffiel/JG 301 on 23 January 1945, Despite this. it remained at
Rechlin and was never attached to JG 301. On 9 February 1945 the unit reported a strength of eight
Ta 1525, but it is doubtful whether it saw combat.

./JG 301 had been reformed on 30 September 1944 &t Alperstadt from | /G 302 under the
command of Hptm. Wilhelm Fulda. Formed in October 1943, 1G 301 had been one of the original Wilde
Sau night fighter units before adapting to allweather day fighter duties. After operating In Austria,
Rumania, Bulgaria and Hungary where its main operations centred on the defence of the oilfields and
where it suffered heavy losses, the Gruppe returned to the Reich for refitting in August 1944 and re-
emerged with an establishment of four Siaffeln equipped, at that time, with the
Fw 190 A-E. By January 1945, it had maoved to Alteno near Berlin and exchanged its previous
equipment for the Fw 190 D9, The unit was placed under the temporary command of Hptm. Karl-Heinz
Cietsche pending the arrival of Major Guth. One of the unit's pllots at this time was Fw. Rudi Driebe of
10./1G 301 who remembered: *in January 1945 we received about 24 to 26 Ta 152s. Quite a number
of these were lost during conversion training due to crash landings amd other causes. The remaining
Ta 1525 were then taken over by the Stabsstaffel of the Geschwader. To my knowledge, only one
operation was flown by the Ta 152 at that time. It was during an air rald on Berin, The Geschwader
suffered heavy losses on that day and only the Ta 152s returned safely. If the Ta 152 had seen action
a year eavlier, things would have looked bad for the P-51."

In combat it was found that the Ta 152 was inferior to the P-51 ir the initial turn but could then
tighten its turn and position itself behind the Mustang to bring its guns to bear. The Ta 152 was more
sensitive on the controls than the Fw 190 D9, but possessed & much improved performance.
especially at altitude. Another advantage that it had over the Fw 190 that it was much easier to take
off and land. One problem that did manifest itself with the H-D series was that, after retraction, the
starboard undercarriage oleo would drop about one third and pilots had to resort to a short dving
maroeuvre 1o lock it in place. This problem was cured on the production Ta 152 H-1.

Fiv. Willi Reschke of 111, and Stab/JG 301 flew the Ta 152 H-1 on 13 March 1945 on a ferry flight
fram 11./JG 301's base at Sachau to Stendal, where the Geschwaderstab was based with the Fw 190
D-9s of Il. Gruppe. A defighted Reschke also happened to be awarded the Dewtsches Kreuz in Gold
from the Kommodore, Obstlt. Fritz Aufhammer the same day, which
caincided with a visit by Generalleutnant Dietrich Peltz who was at
Stendal to inspect the new fighter. Reschke recalled: © From 27
January 1945, | only flew the Ta 152 as escort pratection for aur
standard Reichsverteidigung units and | have to say that the later
development of the Ta 152 was much superior to all propeiller
aircraft of the Second World War, but we only had so very few
machines in operation., The Ta 152 enjoved very high climbing
ability, very high speed (750 km/h) and a very small lurning radius
thamks to its larger wing."

.15 301 suffered its first loss on 1 February 1945 when
Uffz. Hermann Doer of 12 /06 301 was killed on a training flight
near Alteno. Eight days later, Hptrm. Herbert Eggers lost his life
while returning to Tarnewitz in his Ta 152 H-O following a weapons
test a1 Rechlin,

Az the pilots gained experience with the Ta 152, so they
became more and more impressed with its capabilities.
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Lt. Hagedaorn of 9, /)G 301 reported: * We reached the remarkable altitude of 13,200 metres. Qur ground
spead, which we later worked out with a Focke-Wulf test pifof, was somewhere befwesn B210) and
&30 kmysh. 'd never had such a fast aeropfane under me n my fife. When you shoved the throttie fully
forward, the take-off was incredible. The airfield at Altermo, where | flew it, was 500 metres long. The
alrcraft took off, and | mean really took off, in 200 to 400 metres! | had never previously seen such a
thing. and also above anything | had experienced in any other aircraft was its incredible manoeuvrabiiity.
It was known that even a Fw 190 would buffel very easily on the verge of stailing in a dogfight if you
pulled too hard, But we noticed in the Ta 152 that you could practically twist it around its tail, The thing
really went round. Others experienced aileron shatching but | managed this seemingly impossible turming
radius without any problem at all in the ailerons.”

Although 1G 201 suffered one or two losses during the last two months of the war, its Ta 152s
claimed a number of wictories over both American and Russian fighters. To quote Lt Hagedorn again:
“We often said among ourseives, "Why didn't we get the Ta 152 earnier? Among the “oid hares' in our
ouffit it was always said, 'When we have the thing, we won't be wary of the Spitfire any more."”

At the end of Aprl 1945 the Stabsstaffel and [1l./1G 301 transferred to Leck in Schleswig-Holstein
where at least two of their Ta 1525 were captured by the British Army. These were W.Nr, 150168,
‘Green 2 which was test flown in Britain and W.Nr, 150003, "Green 4" which went to the United States
and which possibly was originally marked Yellow 4° of 11./)G 301,

LEFT: In February 1945, 3 member of

JG 201 teok a number of photographs ol
the new Ta 152 Hs of 7, Staffel, of which
only this ome survives. Unforiunately,
follorwam an order Issuced by the
Supreme Headguariers Allied
Fxpeditionary Forces on 1 Jume 1945,
whiich prohibited the wearing of any
kind ol insigoia, medal or decoration
marked with the swastika, many ex-
servicemen wihn il served with the
Crerman armed forces were so fearful of
prossilale Alliec retribation that they
disfigrured or destroved anything which
they possessed showing a swastika, Some
misunderstood e Allicd instroction 1o
include phowographs, and this the
photographer who ook this picore
destroned the rest of his maternial leaving
anly this virtually unigque image of

Ta 1525 im service with the Luftwafie.
Mote in particular the narrow 11, Gruppe
biar o the rear fuselage of Yellow 1. The
Focke-Wulf Ta 152 H ‘Yellow 1’ of 7./JG 301, Alteno, February 1945 eyl s s e dsl
The camouflage finish on Ta 152s was virtually identical to that applied to the later Fw 190 D-9s and s
consisted of 82 and 83 on the uppersurfaces with 76 below. National markings were the full

austerity type overall and on this particular aircraft, the tactical number was angled slightly forward.

Note also that the horizontal bar of Il. Gruppe was positioned unusually high on the fuselage and that

the spinner was plain black.
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Desperate Times, Desperate Measures - The Final Battles

B:.' February 1945, the rumble of artillery in the East was clearly audible at Relchsmarschall Goring's
country residence on the Schorfheide, for by now the Soviet winter offensive had formed a critical
gap between the two German armies assigned to defend East Prussia. Increasingly desperate, Hitler
could only bank on foyalty and tenacity. He therefore gave the task of defending East Prussia to
Himmiler and his specially-created Army Group Vistula. But afreacy, German troops had evacuated
Tannenburg. With nothing to stop It, the Soviet Army had swept across the Oder and successfully
established a bridgehead on the western bank. s advanced units were now only 80 km from Berlin,

Bombs continued to fall on the Reich; since the New Year, the Eighth Air Force, working in co-
operation with RAF Bomber Command, which was now also bombing regularly by day, had again been
systematically hitting the oil refineries. In attempling to intercept the American raids against Industrial
and fuel targets in northerrn and central Germany on the 14th, the Jagdwaffe lost 107 pilots killed or
missing with another 32 wounded, the heaviest casualties being borne over the Elbe and the Havel by
JG 300 and JG 301, Tank and aircraft factories, benzol plants and the railway network — marshalling
vards, repair shops, junctions. bridges — and also road traffic bottlenecks were subjected to ceaseless
aftacks by the LS tactical air forces. On 22 and 23 Jlanuary alone, Allied aircraft destroyed 8,000
vehicles as von Rundstedt's battered anmies retreated from the frdennes,

For the Jagdwaffe, losses amongst the four Jagdgeschwader left for Reich defence following a
massive transfer of units to the East, were rising to nearly 30 per cent of sarties flown, while victaries
gained amounted to less than 0.2 per cent of Allied strength. The existing resources were simply not
enough, as is illustrated in a situation report issued by the OKL Operations Staff for 3 February 1945
following an attack by 937 USAAF bombers on the Tempelhof marshalling yards:

‘During today’s heavy air raid on Berlin, the Reichsmarschall asked the Chief of the Operations
Staff why no German fighters were sent up. Owing to the difficuities on the Oder, OKL had ordered that
ail fighter formations, including those of Luftflotte Reich, be employed on the Eastern Front. These
formations ware engaged on bombing operations. When the ensmy attack on Berin commenced,
4G 301 had a'ready carried out one operation an the Oder Front and JG 300 was bombed-up and ready
for & sartie, The Chief of the Cperations Staff suggested to the Reichsmarschall that after the enemy
bridgehead across the Oder had been eliminated, the fighter formations previpusly engaged in the
Reichsverteidigung as well as further fighter Geschwader used to reinforce Luftfiotte 6, be re-assigned
to the defence of the Reichsverteidigung. The Reichsmarschail agreed with this proposal, The Chief of
Cperations Staff will discuss this matter by telephone with the Fithrer's Luftwaffe adjutant.'

Such were the odds against the Luftwaffe by this stage that during a raid by more than 1,200
Eighth Air Force heavy bombers on a range of oil and rail targets in central Germany on 9 February, the
Germans were able to deplay only 67 single-engined fighters. Reviewing this response, the Chief of the
Luftwaffe Operations Staff lamented ®...that the employment of such a small number of atrcraft is
purposeless and must be regarded as a mistake."

RIGHT: Amercan
B-24 hombers over
Salzburg on 27
February 1945 By
this stage of the
wir. it was
praciically
impussitde for
Grerman fighters 1o
amack the heavily
escorted homber
lormations and
DRL proposed that
oaly Jone bombers
separated from
their fivrmaticns
should be attacked.
Mode that the
tefenders have
ignited smoke s
tex Ly o samarke
SCTEET,




266 @ Defending the Reich

ABCWE: This

Fov 1040, "Yellow 7
wis flown by Uz
Kardhweinz Kabus of
300G 11 whioe
claimexl a P47 as
his figss vicLory omn
23 December 1944
In Bwary 1944

JG 11 was
transterred o the
Eastern Frond and
this photograph
ke at srniushberg
in Febroary 1945
shows the machine
camouflaged with
foliage. rarpaukin
covers amd netring
LT, Kabus finished
the war with scven
victories, six of
which were Suviet
arrceif

In late February, with Alled fighters now virtually ruling the skies over Germany, OKL proposed as
a measure of survival that German fighters should only attack lone bombers straggling behind
a formation.

Although the air war was fast becoming a case of cat and mouse for the Allles. the Luftwaiffe could
still = sporadically = hit back, Throughout late February and March 1945, the fighter units of 14. and
15. FAlegerdivision, bath of which cperated within Luftwaffenkommando West and consisted of
b, 1., and NLAG 2, L. L and V.G 26, L, 1., Il and IV /G 27 and lll. and IV./JG 53, carried out
regular ground-attack and bombing missions against Allied troops &nd vehicles as well as artillery-
spotting missions and armed reconnaissance around the Rhine and Ruhr areas.

On  the afterncon of
28 February, 46 Me 109s of
Il and IV. /)G 53 went out on
Jabo operations and engaged
in lowdevel combat with 16
P-47s in the Plorzheim area at
2,000-5,000 metres and with
eight P-47s over Karlsruhe.
JG 53 claimed three P 473
shot down and a probable,

Two days later, Il.. IIl., and

- VG 27 despatched 71

"~ w s - Bf 109s on ground-attack sorties

. . % in the Daren, Rheindahlen and

Erkelenz areas, as well as acting as escort for 22 Ar 2345 of /WG 76 and 26

Me 262s of Il./KG 51 attacking enemy tank and troop concentrations arcund Diren. MG 27 also enpaged RAF
Ternpests and US P-47s, claimirg two of the former shot down for the loss two pilots, although there are no
cormsponding Tempest or Typhoon losses.

On 5 March, Grupgpen of JG 26 and JG 27 undertook fighter sweeps in the Duisburg and Disseldorf
areas and & small patrol of Fw 190s of |l /JG 26 shot down three a-tillery spotting aircraft — noted by
Lw. Kdo West as 'Austers’ — in the Krefeld-Urdingen area

In mid-March the Fw 190 D95 of Hptm. Siegfried Lemke’s /A6 2, operating as part of
16, Aiggeraivision, assisted the nocturnal operations of the Ju 87s of NSG 1 and NSG 2, the Py 190s
of NSG 20 and 1. /KG 200 and the Ar 2345 of lIl./KG TE, by conducting & short campaign in daylight
against the bricge across the Rhine at Remagen. From dawn on the 9th until mid-afternoon, formations
of up to 24 Focke-Wulfs bombed the bridge. Hits were observed near the central pler and craters were
made along the approach road. During these operations. the ‘Richthofen’ Geschwader also
encourtered six P-51s and engaged in lowdlevel combat, claiming ane probable for no losses. At dusk,
LG 2 sent two Fw 180s to conduct a weather reconnaissance in the Remagen area, but the mission
had to be broken off due to bad conditions.,

The following afternoon, six Fw 180s took off, each laden with one 250 kg
bomb, and, despite ten P-47s defending the target, managed to attack the bndge
from 800 metres, sconng one hit on the southern section and ane at each end. The
Gruppe returned between 12.30-13.45 nirs on 12 March sending five Fw 190 D-9s,
escorted by aircraft from |./JG 2, on a strafing run. Hits were scored on enemy
positions between the ponteon bridge and railway bridge on the west bank. A further
11 aircraft were despatched during the afternogn. There were no casualties.

I. and I /)G &1 and Il and IV./JG £3 also carried out similar repeated attacks
against pentoon and rallways bridges at Hanau and Mannheim using 250 kg and
500 kg containers of 10 kg fragmentation bombs.

Meanwhile, the war against the bombers was about to reach desperate new heights.
Following a request from Gonng in early March 1945 for volunteers to take part in a
radical operation ".._from which there is litte possibility of returning”, a small group of
pilots arrved in greal secrecy at Stendal an the 24th to begin training as part of the so-
called Schulungslefrgang ‘Elbe,’ known also as Sonderkomwmande ‘Elbe’, This was the
brainchild of the everinventive Oberst Hajo Herrmann, the bomber ace who had founded
the relatively successiul Wilde Sau night fighter units in 15943,

Herrmann's plan was to assemble a group of pilots who would be prepared to
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fly their fighters In a massed
attack against a large Allied
bomber formation using
canventional armament but
also with the intent of
ramming the Vermots to
oring them down. The
chances of survival would
pe slim, but Herrmann was
ercouraged by the initial call
for wolunteers, pilots from
G 1, /A6 102, 1.A)G 103,
/)G 104, |L/IG 300,
I./EJG. 1 and ewven the
Me 163-eguipped JG 400 put their names forward and soon Herrmann purportedly hed 2,000 names
and agreement from Garing that 1,500 fighters — mainly Bf 109 Gs and Ks — would be made available
for the operation, which was to be codenamed *Wehrwalr .

Herrmann's volunteers were to be trained for their mission by Major Otto Kohnke, the former
Kommandeur of . /KG 54 who had been awarded the Rittercreus for his actions on the Russian Front
in 1942, Kohnke was known to be outspoken and critical of the Lufiwaffe leadership but blessed with
exemplary leadership gualities himself,

Kihnke arranged for the volunteers. many of whom had come from fighter training units, to be briefed
by O Willi Maximowitz, a fearless pilot who had flown with Stormstaffel 1 and IV Sturm) /)G 3 and who
had shot down 15 Wermots. Further training, which lasted for about ten days, included the showing of
marale-bonsting films and lectures by political officers on the dangers of Jewish culture and Bolshevism.
Indeed, ninety per cent of the training course consisted of political indoctrination with the rest devoted to
tactics and operations.

The Schulungsiehrgang 'Elbe’ was to use Bf 109s adapted for the mission by removing the
FuG 16Z transmitter and much armour protection, including that around the fuel tanks. In addition, the
aircraft armament was reduced to & single, fuselage-mounted MG 131 machine gun with less than 60
rounds of ammunition.

Once weather conditions were favourable enough for a ramming operation, the 'Rammkemmando’
involved would be provided with high escort and was to make for its respective waiting area in the normal
manner and operate under a Divisional VHF commentary, Upon receipt of the code word “Antreten fref’,
the ramfighters were to make for the enemy formation at a height
of 1,500 metres above the bombers, The approach was to consist
of a long, shallow dive, if possible out of the sun and in line astern.
Pilots were to open fire at extreme range and continue firing until
the final steep, ramming dive towards a point on the bomber's rear
fuselage immediately forward of the tail unit. If possible, the pilot
was then to attempt to bale out. Combat with enemy fighters was
to be avoided at all costs and pilots were to climb away if attacked.

Finally, at 09.30 hrs on 7 April 1945, the 120 pilots of the
‘Rautwvogel Gruppe of Schuwlungsiehrgang 'Eibe” were placed at

RHeHT I early 1945, Obeerst Hajo Herrmann, commander of the 1 Jagdivision, proposed a single
arge-scale operation wsing volunteer pilots emploved in a ramming attack on an American bomber
mrmation. To succeed, it was estimated that a force of 800 pilots would be required, 400 of wham
wonkd need to ram a bomber, It was realised that only 200 of these pilots would be able to bale
st after the eammdng, but if successhul, the operation would strike a hlcw from which the USAAF
would take some weeks to recover, In that time the German oil industey and perhaps also the
ultwaffe's fighter force would be able 1o stge o recovery, Named Webrwoll, the operition wis
aunched on 7 April 1945 when the US Eighth Air Porce sent more than 1,200 B-17s and B-24s,
escorted by moere than 800 fighters, to attack targets in central Germany, However, far fewer
GermEn aircr were invalved than Herrmann had proposed and pilots had reccived insufficient
rrining,. The result was that some A0 Lulftwalle pilots were lost in return for the destrection of
unly |7 US bombers and five fighiers. This photograph shows ‘B2 Gain',a B-176G of the 3515
dombardment Squadeon, 100t Bomb Group, which was mmmed by a BE 109 but succecded in
wiurming to its base at Thorpe Abbotrs. The slashes in the il were made by the fighter's propeller
and the panel bearing the scrial number was hanging ofl when the aircrafe landed but was pinned
n place when the photograph was taken,
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30 minutes readiness at Stendal, Gardelegen. Delitzsch and Moritz, Fw 190s and Ta 152s of 1G 301
were 1o provide escort. With patrictic slogans broadcast into their headsets by a female volce rather than
a mare useful navigational commentary, the fighters took off. Their target was the 1,261 B-17s and
B-24s escorted by 830 fighters out to bomb 16 airfields, ordnance depots, industrial sites and
marshalling yards across northern and central Germany.

Immediately after the raid, the Eighth Air Force reported: ©
desperation atternpt on the part of the enemy and although enemy aircraft fought aggressively and
made determined efforts to get through to the bombers, our losses were comparatively light...
Signs of desperation are evidenced by the fact that Fw 190 piiots deliberately rammed the
bombers, baling out before their planes went into the bomber formations and making fanatical
dattacks through a murderous hail of fire, Tactics were thrown to the wind and attacks were made
from all positions, mainly in ones and twos... From today’s reaction, It would appear that although
the enemy is fighting a losing battle, the German Air Force s preparing to fight to a finisn in.a
fanatical and svicidal manner.,.’

Seventeen bombers were lost during the raid, including at least five B-17s from the 3rd Air Division
that appeared to have been rammed intentionally. In reality, and allowing for losses caused by Flak,
aircraft hit by falling bombs and kills by Me 262 units also operating that day, the destruction of asout
12 B-17s was attributable to Schulungsiehrgang ‘Elbe’ and recent research indicates that some 40 ram
pilots were killed. This equates to a pilot loss rate of 33 per cent, although the Germans lost many more
aircraft during the mission. In any evenl, Schulungsiehrgang 'Elbe” attempted no further operations.

Or 20 April 1945, Adolf Hitler's 56th birthday, the Allies’ mounted a heavy daylight raid by maore
than 800 US bombers against rail targets in the Berlin area. The RAF would follow that night,

Throughout April 1945, fighter operations were generally imited to a continuation of refatively
successful support operations for ground forces in western Germany, Strafing and bombing missions
against enemy ftroop concentrations, vehicle columns and bridges around Lineburg, Magdeburg,
Bamberg, and Rastatt were flown by JG 4, JG 28, JG 27, JG 53 and JG 300 in unusually largs
formations of some 20 ar so aircraft. Such operstions, however, were on an increasingly less

. it appears that this was a

frequent basis.

Mow the Soviet Army was only some
16 kilometres from the north-eastern
outskirts of the capital and the city shook with
the impact of continuous Russian sheling.
Fw. Oskar Basch, a veteran of Sturmstaffel 1
who now flew with 14, /)G 3 recalled:

*The defence of Berlin had now turned to
Meing agawnst the Soviet Army. On 20 Apel, my
fmend Willl Maximowitz disappeared along
with fowr other aircraft over Frankfurt/ Oder.
His Joss fo us seemed particularly crusl; we
were close to the end. He always carried a
machine gun with m because he didn't want
to fall into Soviet hands unprepared... Even
now, nobody knows what happened o Wil
Maximowitz.

“On 24 April 1245 it was my turm, That day,
! had just landed at Prenziau after escorting two Me 109 G-8s5 on a photo reconnaissance when | saw g
formation of 125 flying towards our airfield. Without orders, | took off with my comrades to catch themn.
In minutes we were atlacked by the Sowviet escort. This tumed out to be tough. | had time to reach the
clouds through the Yak fighters. | had the feeling that | was playving with my own life. Everywhere there
ware Soviet fighters. Takang advantage of a moment of relief, | decided to attack a flight of 2=, but could
not stay unnoticed for long enough and had to move rapidly from cloud to clowd. As | noficed that my fight
was taking me further to the east, my conftrol ordered me back o Prenziau. As | Tew west, | was attacked
head-on by one of four Yak-2 fighters. | opened fire at him, seconds later | colfided with my attacker! How
! managed to parachute from the wreckage, 'l never know. | landed in the Russian front line surrounded
by hundreds of Red Army soldiers. With their weapons pointed at me and their hateful looks, | realised
that these were my final moments. Luckily, a political commissar intervened to question me. | was limping
badiy, but gaot no sympathy from my captors who were content to push me along towards their trenches.
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Cn the way, | saw a large piece of metal which
I recogmised as parf of the undercariage from
my piane and other debris from the Russian
fighter.

“The following three days were dreadiul, |

escaped on 27 April from the Garz/Oder camp
and made my way te Bodensee, some 1,000
km away. This | managed hungry and with an
injured knee. | found that this backed up our
muatto of, "What can’t kill us. can only toughen
usl’™

By 28 April, the Jagdwaffe was in a state
of systematic disbandment and collapse. That
day, the Kommodore of JG 51, Maor Heinz
Lange, met with Obstif. Karl-Gottfried Nordmann, the inspekteur der fagdflieger Ost and Jafi Nord Ost,
to arrange the disbandment of his Geschwader. JG 51. of which Mordmann had earlier been
Kommodore, had taken part in the air defence of Berlin and in three weeks had, according to Lange,
achieved a remarkable 115 victones far five losses. After his meeting, Lange returned by train to his
Geschwaderstab at Garz and ordered 11, /)G 51, based further south, to be disbanded, Tha |, and
.G 51 under Hptm. Joachim Brendel with Bf 109s were still at Junkertroylhof in East Prussia, and
o 15 April, Lange flew there in his Fw 190 to make what would probably be a final inspection of the
Gruppen. On 24 April he returned to his Gesciwadersiah only to move again three days later to
Schmoldow. The following day, the Geschwaderstab of JG 51 and the Signals Company were
disbanded, effectively leaving Obft. Ganther Josten's IV./JG 51 as the only functiomng Gruppe. This
unit, now operating a small number of Fw 190 D9s, had within its ranks one Eichenlaubirdger,
Obt. Josten {with JG 51 since 1242, 420 missions and 178 wictories) and no fewer than six
Ritterkretizirager — Lange, Lt. Kurt Tanzer, Mapitdn of 13./)G 51, (723 missions) and approximately 128
victories), Oblt. Bernhard Vechtel, Kapitdn of 14./15 51, (860 missions and 108 victories), Oblt. Anton
Lindner, Maoitdn of 15./1G 51,
15./1G 51. (320 missions) and Ofw. Helmut Schonfelder (540 missions, 56 victories), On 29 April,
Major Lange and Ofw. Alfred Rauch, another JG 51 Ritterkreuztrager with 60 victories, encountered four
Soviet La T fighters over Neubrandenburg while flying from Schmoidow to Meuwenlibke. Rauch shot
down one and in so doing scored the last victory of the war for Jagdeeschwader 51 “Molders'.

(650 missions and approximately 73 victories), Ofw. Heinz Marquardt,

On 1 May, British forces under Feld Marshal Montgomery continued their drive across northern
Germany and advanced from the Elbe towards Berlin virtually uncpposed., Adolf Hitler had just committed
suicide in Berlin, where there was now street-fightng with the Russians, and Hermann Goring was undes
house arrest in southern Germany for attempting to seize control of what remained of the Third Reich as
a result of the Fifver's selfimposed incarceration, In the air, the Jagowarfe continued its last, spasmodic

but gefiant defensive aoparations on the Western and Eastern fronts. During the late morning, a formation
of six Fw 190 D9s of 15./1G 51 under the command of 23yearold Ofiw. Heinz Marguardt took off from
Parchim to escort a formation of ground-attack aircraft to Berlin, In an operational career that spanned
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320 Bf 109 and Fw 190 fighter missions flown with
IV./1G 51, Heinz Marquardt was credited with 121
confirmed and 16 unconfirmed victaries, all scored
on the Eastern Front, His tally included 77 Russian
fighters, 24 twin-engined medium bombers and 20
II-2s Shturmowks, and on 7 October 1944, he
downed eight enemy aircraft in one day. He was
himself shot down seven times and awarded the
Ritterkreuz in Novermnber 1944,

Having concluded their mission which was
Intended to be the unit's last operation befare
surrendering to Allled forces, the Ooras returned
with the fighter-bombers to Schwerin. At 13.00 hrs, as they commenced their approach to the airfield,
the German formation was spofted by six RAF Spitfire XIVs fram 41 Son which had bean detailed to
conduct a sweep around Schwernin Lake and the neighbouring airfield. Two of the Spitfire pilots, F/L
Peter Cowell and F/O Watter Jallands, climbed to 6,000 ft, turned back over Lake Schwerin and
ohserved . two long-nosed Fw 190s fying east at rero feet over the water” They hen dived and
chased the D-9s across the lake with Cowell opening fire from 300 vards on the right-hand Focke-Wult
The German fighters broke away in opposite directions, Marquardt turning sharply to the right while his
wingman, Fw. Heinz Radiauer, banked left. Cowell closed to 50 yards, his guns registering hits on the
cockpit of Marquardt’s aircrafl. Injured in the head, Marguardt fell forward, smashing his nose on his
gunsight, and his FockeWulf climbed almost vertically, streamed black smoke, flipped over and
crashed close to the lake. Marguardt, however, had succeeded in baling out and landed in the grounds
of a nearby hospital, where he was found hanging half-conscious from his parachute outside a window
of 8 nurses’ home.The nurses managed to haul him in through the window, and as Heinz Radlauer later
recalled; “... that was the end of his warl”

Cowell also attacked another Fw 190 during this engagement which was seen ombiting to the north,
The pilct of this aircraft also baled ocut and the aircraft crashed on the south-eastern shore of the lake.
Meanwhile, Fw. Radlauer, an exparicnced 100-mission Eastern Front Jagdfiieger with 15 victories, was
pursued towards Flensburg at tree-top height by another Spitfire, but was able to outrun his pursuer
and escaped, Commenting on this engagement, the war diary of IV./JG 51 stated;

‘Against destiny we are all helpless... This was shown on 1 May when our Ofiw, Marguardt -
honoured and recognised by the Gruppe as being one of our finest fighter pilots
Spitfire over Schwerin duning the last mission of the war...'

Five days later, on 6 May 1945, a party of four British Air Disarmament Officers and personnel
from the RAF Regiment drove from the headquarters of Montgomery's 21st Amy Group at Lineburg
1o accept the surrender of Luftfliotte Reich from Generaloberst Hans-Jirgen Stumpff at Schieswig. A
British record of subsequent events reads:

‘The Headguarters of Lufifiotte Refch was situated in the middie of the thick, dark pine wood at
Missunde, about six-and-a-half miles east of Schileswig town, and in this wood the various caravans and

was shot down by a

traiters were scattered, very heawly camouwfiaged, natwithstanding the fact that it was quite Impossible
fa see anything through a wood of such gensity. We were led to a very comfortable caravan and found
Colonel General Stumpff waiting outside to receive us. He made no attempt to shake hands, but
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saluted and the salule was relurned; we weare led very courteously and
correctly intc the caravan where the various semor officers of the staff were
presented. Fortunately, only one of them, the Chief of Staff, offered to shake
hands — a very difficult gesiure to refuse, but this hurdie was successiully
avoided. The C4n-C pleaded lack of communications — a fact which was well
understood — and said that he hoped to have news of the whereabouts of all
his units within the next 48 hours, We had the impression that he was
somewnat ashamed at being so disorganised, and it was guite ciear that he
wished to straightern out his difficulty and get his units under control as soon as
possible,

The following day, in & small schoolhouse at General Eisenhower's
headquarters in Reims, ddmiral Hans-Georg von Friedeburg and Generaloberst
Alfred Jodl, representing Admiral Karl Donitz, Hitler's successor, signed the
terms of the German capitulation.

BELCW AN BOTTON: In kite December 19494, HLAG 54 was placed under the command
of JG 26 unell 25 February 1945 when its 9, 100 and 11, Staffeln were offacially
Il:'dl'-n_l.;|1.|[1.'-:| 15 S 24, 13 26 aned 1 I--".H‘ Sy n'w|1-<'-;_||!.-;'|:\. t form IV 200 AL bt
the same time, a new HLAG 54 wis formed al Grossenhain froam the Zerstorer unit

I8 Tt This Fa' 190 A "Black 15" of DG 54 (previously 50006 76k was damaged by
gunfire in March 1945 and its pilot, Fw, Heineg Schimidt, was obliged o make a2 whocels-up
|.I.I1¢||II_|.\I ar Miing "|L'|1:'|'_L'|. Berhim, The [N TS of the white SLFae, W hech al=a :L|9-|,:l|'.||n| an
thae tails of some ather girerf of the reconstituted 100 .-:II'- S, 1% unctear Boal o s vl
unproven theory is that it wies used by units which fought in the defence of the Oder
River The new TG 54 was ocrdnly so cngaged in boe Febmoary and March 1945 hefore
11:'||1_L'.' ilishanded in .k!'-l'rl Aruhier r'qll'.l“'\ i1|.||.-\.|§'|||' |‘J||e-e-||‘1|irl'| was the 4t was 3 device to
hedp aircraft from the Groppe remain together i the ain, paricakady in poor visibilicy, and
acted rather like the formation-keeping strip lights on modern military aircradt.
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THIS G Although bricked to attack Volkel airfield during Bodenplatte, the
HGLority of amcraft which ook off oin 1 iill'lll.ll':| 1945 Gaibed 10 locate 1he Larget due
oy g mavigaticnal ervor Instead, other gicGelds were amacked by mistake Bt the
apentlion cost ]G 6 a ol of 28 adreeafl sl down with olers damaged and 23
pidosts kalled, missing or taken PoW One of the casualties was the Kommosdore
Ot Johann Kogler, (LEFT)Y whose Py 1940 D9 was hit by anti-aircrlt fire. After
making an emergency landing close to the minor airstrip which he had actacked
instead of Volkel, be was taken prisoner with slight injuries. Soon after Bodenplatie

e Geschwader moved (o the Eastern Froat and on 16 January, Kogler wis replaced
by Major Gethard Barkhorn CRAGH T, Although Barkbom had achieved hes 3005
victory on 5 January, he had sill non completcly recovered from wounds sustained
i My 15494 and would mot achieve any further victories: By this time, the unit had
received examples of the Fw 190 D9, and althouagh Badkhom cBELOW) s known o
have flown this aircrafi, e wias much more famdliar with the Bf 108 G which he
preferred and continued ta fly In the event, Major Barkhom only remaimned with

s 2 vntill Mg b when he left o scek medical treatment and convalescence Very
lew photographs of Major Barkhorn's Fw 190 129 are available and none show the
compleie aircrafi. Standing on the wing (BELOW RIGHT is Albent Kustner whio
seerved as Barkhorn®s chief mechanie for somes considenible timd

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 D-9 flown by Major Gerhard Barkhorn, Kommodore of JG 6, February 1945

As very few photographs of Major Barkhorn's Fw 190 D-9 exist, some of the details in this profile cannot be confirmed although the
Stab markings and the name "'Christl’ on the fuselage are known to be accurate, The aircraft is depicted here with uppersurfaces in
82 and 83 and undersurfaces in 76. The spinner is shown with a white spiral and although JG 6 was allocated red /white /red rear
fuselage bands, the need for these had largely ceased by February 1945 and were probably not applied to this aircraft.

1. For more details of Gerhaed Barkhorn's miltary career, together with other photograpghs of his P 190 D9, sae
the shart biography in "Jagdwaffe’, Violumea Five, Section 2

Jag
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ARCVE This Fw T 26, Yellow &' W.NE 600375, was found abandoned on an afeficld near Celle in Line March 19495 by members of
i Sgpn. This machine originally flew with 11LAJG 26 and may simply huve been ah
Gieschwader when the HE Groppe was disbanded an 23 March 1945 The shatvered prapeller on an otherwise apparently gndamaged
alreraft sugpests o Lixiing accident.

andoned or transterred iy another pam of the

Focke-Wulf Fw 120 D-9 'Yellow 8’ of Il./JG 26, Celle, March 1945

This aircraft is depicted in an 82/83,/76 camoufiage scheme and with the black and white unit identification bands of G 26 around the rear
fuselage. Note the small mottles on the fuselage sides and that the spinner was half white and half black with a hard dividing line. Although
shown here with the undersurfaces of the wings painted 76, it is possible that these areas were only partly painted and that some areas
remained natural metal. Note that this profile represents the aircraft in flying condition and not in the damaged state as photographed.
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LEOVE: Despite the difliculty in interpreting colours froam maonochrome photogrphs, the identification bands and the prescatztion of the 1L Gruppe borizontal bar
o this airceadt are perfectly consistent with JG 2, v is thought, therefore, that when this Geschwader began converting from the B 109 G the Pae 190149 in

December 1944, this particolar ainordi o BE 105 G100, 'Black 4 %W Ne 150816, which was caprured st Lingensalzs in Apeil 1945, had alecady been passed o anather
unit, However, as there & no evidenoe of an cachier tactcal number bei inted oug, the machine may have been wsed by an enknown unit with is osginal markings
v iy still have been in the process of being refurbished swhen iowis

R IRRTR |

Messerschmitt Bf 109 G-10 'Black 4', ex-Il./JG 2, Langensalza, April 1945

This aircraft was finished in a 74/75/76 grey scheme with all national markings except the swastika in the austere, outline style. The
spinner decoration, which alse served as a recognition feature, was in black and white and, similarly, the tactical number ‘4" was black,
edged in white. A small Il. Gruppe bar was superimposed upon the yellow and white bands around the rear fuselage.

RACGHT It became coammon
practice in 1944 o roughly
spray the last digits of the
airceaft’s Werknummer on the
e fuselage wo ddentify i
during ferry flights.
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PN BAGE:This w1540 A4 "Red 22 wis
photographed o Limgensalzn in Apeil 1945 A1
naticnal nuarkings wene in thie maximom I--II!I|'I-|I|IL'1.|
.-.I:. = amd the red maencal mwimber, Iu:\.,'r[|u'1' with the
e andd voellosy il sdentification Binds arcand the
e Tuselnge, indicate that the mrachine had (own
weith &40 301 Maote thar parts of the Gibric have
been cut mway from the starboard shile of the
ruckler, sugeesting that this mochine may have
careied twe rows of vig oWy mhGlr H.I.I!.:-\. wWhi ||
althomgh extromely seee in the closing months of

the war, wis not entirely unknown,

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-9 'Red 22' of 6./JG 301, Langensalza, April 1945

Although this Aslau-built Fw 190 A-9, W.Nr. 490044, was completed in December 1844 or January 1945, it was still finished in the
74/75/76 camouflage colours but all national markings were in the austere style. Note how the typically thin red Gruppe bar used by
I./JG 301 had been presented to make it visible against the red of the unit identification band.
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RNGHT A D oomibeer ol Ceerman
pilests alser decicded 1o 1By to the
Wiest and, either by desipn or
avigational errors, a total of seven
Fw 190% Einded in Sweiden.The
silist oof this Fwe 1941 A-H,
WM G0 with the teetical
tumher ‘Black 10, was CHglt Aksel-
Metnhand Kessber, an Estonzon pilol
"|1'|||_.._' withi & Csiurm) s 4, who
decided not o await the end of the
war el banaded ar Ballofea i the
muoriing of 19 Apreil 1545, Past-war
Ressler emigrated o the
Undted Stares. Hlis agrcradl wils
armed weith four MGOES 120
canmon in the wings

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-B 'Black 10° flown by Obgfr. Aksel-Meinhard Kessler of 6.(Sturm)/JG 4, April 1945

The uppersurfaces of Obgfr. Kessler's machine were camouflaged in 75 and 83 with some freshly repainted areas of 83, particularly on the
forward fuselage. Undersurfaces were 76, and the original black /white /black unit identification bands around the rear fuselage had been
overpainted, the area above the Il. Gruppe bar being in solid 02 while, curiously, that below the bar more closely matched the fuselage
finizh. The spinner was black with a white spiral, and part of the fairing from the ETC 501 rack under the fuselage was missing, revealing
the wiring and parts of the internal structure. The dark mark at the bottom of the undercarriage door was probably engine oil deposited in
flight when the undercarriage was in the retracted position.

LECHE: Another aircrit which landed at Bullofta hefore the end of the war was "White 15, an P 190 AW N T3040 40 of 1L{Sturn WG It weas flown by Estomian

pilet CHale, Ansdol Boebane who ook of from Parchio, north-west of Beeling on 30 Apl. Unlike a number ol other defectors who wene interned in Sweden and

subsoguently Banded over to the sovicts, Rebane lived in Western Europe and the Uinited States after the war but returmed o his homeland in 2002
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THIS PAGE: The camouflage and markangs on this captured B 109 G-14/A% shown at Kassel in 1945 include several interesting leatuses which in HEAITY Ways are
twpacal for the period, The numbers 6316 on the rear fuselage are the st four digits of the Werknummer and were spplied o this fshion v ddemify the machine
daring ferry (lights, Whereas previcusly it o been the practioe 1o assign a ferry number completcly uncennected with the ameradt's Werknummer, in the liter
stages of the war, when it became necessiry b save time and improve efficiency, it was decided o apply the last part of the aircraft's Werknummuer (o the rear
fusclage for this purpose. In many cases, this was roughly sprayed (see photograph at bodtom of page %20, hae on this machine it has clearly been applied with the
aid of a stencil At this tme, o, foflowing the dispersal of the German areraf Indusery, compaonenis were arriving at the assembly plants from various suls
contrctors. Since many Of these components arrived already camouflaged, assembly often resulied in mismutching and, where this tended to compeomise the
camoullage effect. some respraving was aecessary. This practice may be seen on this machine where the roughly spraved patches of 76 on the vertical gail unit were
utended wo hlend the dark B1/83 colours with the camouflage on the west ol (e airfame, That the aircraft eventually served with i fronecline unit is confirmed by
the tactical number "White &' on the fuselage. Concerming the full Werknummer, known BE 109 G-14 Werknummer blocks indicare the full serial of dhis aircraf may
have heen 166410 of TROA TG,

Messerschmitt Bf 109 G-14/A5 '"White 4', unknown unit, Kassel, 1945

‘White 4" was camouflaged with 75 and 83 on the uppersurfaces and 76 on the fuselage sides and all undersurfaces. The fin and rudder,
being manufactured by a separate sub-contractor, were in 81 and 83 with the latter oversprayed with 76. Note also the other signs of sub-
contracted components around the tail area, particularly under the tailplane, and how, after assembly, a thin, irregular band of 76 had been
applied to the rear fuselage to adjust the demarcation line between the upper and undersurface colours.
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LEFT YWhile many Gorman pscrill wene
scrapped ar the end af hostilnies, some
cxmmples were selected for prescrvation
and the machines assembled bere were
photograpbed ar Eggebek in the Brivish
done of oeoupation peior to shipment o
Beritain. o the foreground is o BE 109 G-14
WM 404804, with the hlwck tactical
number SO edged in white: Apart from
this umtslly high tactcal number, which
indicates that the sirceaft belonged te a
Lufioeuatfc o g andt, it was not noemally
applied so far forward on the fusclage
Although the machine arrived in Britain as
planned, its fate afier about Febmeary 1950
5 nor known

BELOW Various Fwe 1908 of IVS00G 51 ae Flensborg i May 19495 Soge the sehite digsomal strpe over the swoastiba om the Fw 190 A8 "While 5" of 130G 51w the lel
of the pleture, the significance of which is not known for cerain. The machine in the contre of the photograph is an Fee 190 D9, "Whice 11°,W.Ne 213097 which also
Mlew weith 13,006 51, Clearly visible is the outline style Balkenkeeuz on the foselage in back and the sehite wavy IV Grappe bar, Note also the apparcatly anpainted
cover over the fusclage-mounted MG 131 machine guns

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 D-9 ‘White 11’ of 13./JG 51, Flensburg, May 1945

“‘White 11" was predominantly finished in 82 and 83 on the uppersurfaces with 76 on the undersurfaces, but the panel
covering the machine guns in the fuselage was natural metal. The spinner was plain 70 and had no white spiral, and a
light overspray of one of the two uppersurface greens was applied to the lower part of the undercarriage fairings. Other
photographs, not reproduced here, of the tail area of this machine confirm that the Werknummer was 213097, as
shown in the profile. The finish aft of the Gruppe marking may indicate that the machine had previously belonged 1o a
unit which employed a wnit identification band.
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Focke-Wulf Fw 190 D-9 'Black 1' of 6./JG 26, Lister, May 1945

‘Black 1, W.Nr. 210972, was finished in 75 and 83 on the uppersurfaces with 76 on all undersurfaces and, although not visible in the
reference photograph, the spinner is believed to have been black with a white spiral, as shown, but may have been plain black or green
70. Note the MW5S0 inverted triangle on the fuselage and that the panel surrounding the exhaust, shown here with a heavy carbon
deposit, was painted black. Beneath the fuselage is a 300 litre auxiliary fuel tank of a new design which was only produced in limited
numbers before the end of the war and did not therefore see widespread use,

LEFT On 5 May 1945,
10 20, then Based o
Hiesem, was andered o f
tiy Laster o MNosrway, e ol
Lhi |'-|I|:-I-\. wlvo ke Lhis
|::!..||| s [y Grerhiard
Miilber-Berneck of the

5. Swaffel and o former

MO TR ESSANT e |'|I=I A Wl
Pesw this Pae 190 -5
Hlack 1, MNr. 210472

I oactually Eedlonged w

whic
G e 2 T foellamwirgs
morning, Fae Miiller
Berneck flew this airerafi
hack o Germany and
laraded near Bayreuth
Havari where e

surrendered (o U5 [onces

LEFT: Two Py F90%, 2 lu 1HS
and a Ju 85 migthe I';:|!I1': ({111
an marfield oo .|||u|| by 118
forces an the end of the wi
Unfortumtely. neither the
unit o which the Fa 19K
Beelonged nor the focation
are knwwvn Thie simyplfied
pe of mational markings
on the Fo 1981 nearest the
camiera, Red 107, would
suggeest that this is a lie
production aircraf bat i
nevertheless shows a

suiFprsingly besglie Bhoe

unchersurice cokvr an the
undercarmage doors, the
cowlmg and the anea upon

which the tacticul mumbser

has besen placed



280 @ Defending the Reich

AR In this vicw of variows aireralt abandoned o
Pricn im Germany in May 1945, the BE 1089 G110 with che
tacticil marking ‘Black 117 is a BE 1009 G- 10 with the
WM TN 4G o, perhaps, 770034, The Fwe 14941, probahbly
an A8, has the actical member ' 19 and 1, Groppe Dae,
bawth preabably in sed camlined yetlow. Am anca of peaint
undder the "9 shows that the aircrafi's markings have been
chanpged a1 some time, The position of the |'|,|_hg'f;||._l‘|: hanal
o1 this machine i ool amd ivs cobour difficed o
determine IF it was intended o be a wnit idensificagon
Feandl. it may indicate that the mechine belonged to JG 347
white, or to JG o1 I vellow,

LEFT, Among the virious aircrall of all types found by
the Allics on Wunstorf airfield in May 1943 were al
least 2B BE 109 G5, G-105 and G-14s plus two B-ds.
Chivez, W N 53270600, was burnt out, while this machine,
reporied a5 WoNE 330255, was intact although it had
made a crashdanding and had been locted, Tt had beein
flown by the Adjucant of 111G 27 and was marked
with a single Mack cheyeon edwed in white with a
similar vertical bar on the wide green it
Identification band arouwmd the rear fuselage.

Messerschmitt Bf 109 K-4 flown by the Gruppenadjutant of IIl./JG 27, Wunstorf, May 1945

The camouflage on this aircraft was typical of that applied to Bf 109 K-4s with Werknummem beginning with 330 and mainly consisted of
75 and 83 on the uppersurfaces with 76 on the undersurfaces. On the fuselage and the leading edges of the wings, the upper and lower
colours were separated by an undulating demarcation line. The fuselage had been extensively oversprayed, probably with a light application
of 83, which also included the white areas of the fuselage Balkenkreuz. The fin was painted 83 and 81 and the rudder was 75 with hard-
edged patches of 83, evidently applied with the aid of a stencil. Although RAF A.1.2 (g) Report No. 269 dated 12 May 1945 states that the
Werknummer was 330255, this did not appear on the aircraft. Other markings comprised a neatly applied and well-proportioned black and
white spiral on the spinner and the green fuselage band of JG 27. Note that while part of the swastika on the port side of the fin had eithar
been oversprayed or had faded, that on the starboard side was intact.
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TS BAGE This I 109 Ge14/A8, W N 784930, found by Allicd forces in 1945, had the tactical nomber 'Green 1 and the geeen and wehite unit identificaton bands
allucated o 10 77 The Werknummeer appeared on the 1ail in black and the spinrer was decorated with a white spiril The overall uppersurface scheme appenrs 1w be
75 and 83, bat mote the 1typically mismarched finish on the rudder and that the dark oreis of 81 and 83 above the 76 at the base have been overspraved with mottles
al T in a deliborate attempt to lghten them. The lack of a Grappe bar on the rear fuse lage indicates this machine weas probable flown by 16 77 1 Groppe

Messerschmitt Bf 109 G-14/AS "Green 1' of I./JG 77, 1945

Although the cowling of this aircraft was missing when photographed, this profile is believed to be a reasonably accurate representation of
how the complete aircraft may have appeared. The inclusion of the ‘Herz As’ badge is hased upon other late-war photographs of aircraft
from this unit showing that JG 77 was one of the few units which continued the tradition of unit heraldry virtually until the end. The overall
camouflage scheme is shown as 75/83 /76, but note the rudder is 81 and 83 oversprayed with 76.
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Focke-Wulf Fw 190 D-9, '"White 15', Straubing, 1945

While the hard demarcation line on the forward engine cowling is typical of many Fw 190 D-9s, the mottles on the fuselage sides are
considerably heavier and denser and the Balkenkreuz is noticeably smaller than usual. Otherwise, the aircraft has 76 on the undersurfaces
but the normal camouflage scheme of 75 and 83 on the uppersurfaces has been darkened with random mottles of 82 which also appear on
the lower part of the engine cowling. The spinner was green 70 with a white spiral.

ABOVE AND ABOVE REGHTA captured Fw 190 129 "White 15 at Straubing, Muay 1945, This machine, W Nr, 51, was built by Fescler in Bimmry 1945 and altheugh
thee unit o which it belonged = vl knoswn for cortam, the possibility exists that the machine may once have belomged to 9006 54, a Stellel koown to have wsed white
tacticul numbers without an owthne. To offsct this suppostion, hewewver, s the fact that Straubing airfield did noc Bl ino US hands anel Bie Ageril w hereis from
February 1945 when this Staffel was redesignated 15 /06 30, mest of VG 20'5 aircrafi wore black and white tail bands and a wavy Gruppe bar aft of the
Balkenkrews, neither of which were applied to this machie

BIGHT The unit tos
which thas surrendered
For 190 D2 belangesd 1=
nncertain, although the G E -

alrcrafi's tactical 5 : -
numbser repeated on ‘
the lowesr under-
carriage door is a
lezatuare Secn an simikr
machines operated by
T 2o TE this
SUPPOSILION 5 COrrect,
then the atecrift was
'Brosn 2, possibily
WL 2122 Maote the
vinsaad timish on the
uirdercarriage door ol
the P 190 cn the left
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THIS PAGE: Although G 6 had been allocared reddwhite/red tail bands, they were non carricd by this Fae 190 D9, Black 12" of ILG 6, which Euoded on the airficld at
Forth om 8 May 1945 where the pidot gave himself up to US persennel FABOVEDL Tail hands were intended o ad acrial recognition in the daylight banles in the Wiesi
whereas when 1L & reccived the D691 was fving tcnicel opesiions against sovict forocs in the East and the reguirement for them was thercliore redosdant, An
nieresing lCature ol this rartic wilar mnve e, W N D057, is e umaluliuting demarcition Hne berween the upper and undersurface fusd |.l.a|.'.l.' wiilours, This was Ly pric 4l
af aircralt with Werkoumaeern in the SE0Y semmes

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 D-9 'Black 12' of Il./1G 6, Fiirth, 8 May 1945

Most of the fuselage sides on this aircraft were finished in the greenish tinge of 76 which was quite commeon towards the
end of the war. Other parts of the airframe were camoufiaged in the much bluer shade of 76, particularly on the
undercarriage fairings and rudder. Other interesting features include the 82 on the forward engine cowling, the 83 on the
mid-fuselage and the grey 75 on the spine which has been extended to include the very light mottling on the tall. Note also
the red primer on the fuselage and under the wings which were largely natural metal with blue-grey 76 being used on the
allerons. Wing and taflplane uppersurfaces were in 75 and 83.
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LECWE This aircralt dumps ar Steanbing o the cod of e sar contained an Fa 1990 D29 in the foreground and also ot least one Ta 152 The machine nearest o th
camera s Yellow 15 @ wingless Faw OO W e SOEEOG, weith the yelloows and red fuselage hands of ]G 300 The da

e 1 this machine indicates that its Lase Nigha
ened ina crashdanding with further damage being caused when the aircratt was dismantbed and moved oo ans final resting place. Note. than what appears 1o be g
small horizond bar on the pear fuselage s thooght o have been @ither o smudee of grime from the ifting hole, and Bas been shown as such in the s O PENVing
prodile, or was 2 dent o tear in the skin which probably occorred later Behind “Yelbow 15 and facing in the opposite directon s a Ta 152 H-1 W Ne 150067, and
although this aireealt Dad oo unit markings i is thowght that i, oo, was destined for BG 301

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 D-9 'Yellow 15' of 1./JG 301, May 1945

Due to the condition of this machine in the reference photograph, much of this profile is speculative although the camouflage colours were
almost certainly 75 and 83 on the uppersurfaces and the usual 76 below. On the fuselage, these colours were separated on the fuselage
by a relatively hard, slightly undulating demarcation line. Fuselage mottling was minimal but was denser on the vertical tall surfaces, and
the spinner was black-green T0 with a white spiral.

KNGHT In Jagdwalle Volume 5, section 2, the
supgnestion was put forward that, in the fina weeks
of the war, 4 new cumoul Tage scheme ny ave
been ineroddusced which invedved Bhi colouned
mistthes .111|l||l.'1| aver & darker base. On f !_'|\II.
sirceft, this schenws appears to have consisted of
various combinations of 75 &1, 82 and 83 monled
with Té and altheugh the logic of such a schaeme
wits discussed. an i1'|l'_\.|'|'|ih.|'|l|.' feature wiaes that, on
fighter tvpes, it was only applicd to the fuselage
Further cxmples of this fndsh are shown here on
the fuselage of this BE 10 G0, WM 4 1006 ]

b - i A e oy ."-"
photographed at Wonstor! im May 1945, and the two e r 2 . ’?";h f“i %
. " g WU pdp ol
Fav 150 0% shown opymosite - s L i P : . ! R G .
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LEFT This Fw 190 D49 coded Black 117 was
photographed at Bayreuth-Bindgach in the
summer of 1945, evidently after making 2
erash-landing ar the emsd of the war Althosggh
the il of the aincraf and one of the
recognition bands are missing, they were
profably black white/black. indicating thar
the maching belonged o 10 4, Whike most of
this Geschwider's pilots flew to Flensburg
ar Leck shortly before the surrender, it is
thought that the pilot of this ainceaft eaded
ior Bayreuth-Bindiach in order 1o be nearcr
his home. The Jumo engines af all Fw 159805
were supplicd as @ complete unit — a 8-
called ‘power cge’ —and were delivernsd
willh |;'|:1\.'|".il'|H.‘| alreahy painted by the
Junkers factory in accordance with
presailing camoullage direcrnes

RIGOT: Another example of the lght metile
over darker eolours may be seen on the
engine cowling of this Fw 190 L9 which was
phetographod ot Rbwcin-Main near Frankfurt in
April 1945 The black/white/black bands
arcumd the rear Mesclage imdicate that the
aircralt Belonged w 1G4 while the Stab
markings an the fuschige comprising tsoe
hovrizontal birs and a chesvmon in hlack
outlined inowhite suepest thar this may have
been the atecraft assigned 1o the
Geschwader s last Kommodore
EBichenlaubrdiger Ohstln, Gerhard Michalski

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 D-9 of Stab/JG 4, Frankfurt/Main area, April 1945

This machine was fitted with early head armour and an early, unblown canopy. The camouflage finish was 75 and 83 on the uppersurface
with undersurfaces in 76, and the engine cowling was mottled with 75. The black,/white /black identification bands of JG 4 were applied
around the rear fuselage and these were further outlined with a thin white line and an even thinner black edging. The spinner, which was
marked with a white spiral, was probably black.
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FHEN PACGE This Fw
15 A-H of the
Crruppenstab of

LA 301 was

|‘:|||1 WA r_x.-.r.L|'r||L'¢| |I!|
American troops of the
h Armored Dhivision
during their advance
through Germany in
April or May 19495, ban
the precise location is
ot Knowen. Mote the
most simplified sivle of
cross on the I'II‘-l'|:I!.;|,'
and under the wings
and than the engine
number in this instance
359786, has been
paimtect om the ower
cowl ring.

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-8 of Stab, I./JG 301, Germany, April/May 1945

Although "Chevron 4 was camouflaged on the fuselage and uppersurfaces in a 74,/75,/76 scheme which had become largely obsolete in
the final months of the war, the undersurfaces of the wings and undercarriage doors were more typical of the period in being only partly
painted so that some areas remained in natural metal. All national markings were in the late war austere style and the spinner was plain
green 70 with no spiral. Hardly visible in the profile due to shadow is the engine number 339786 on the lower part of the cowl ring. Note
the grey 75 on the lower part of the undercarriage fairing,
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THIN PAGLE

Ihis Fieseler-built Foe 1940

W N GEL 350, was originally
manufactured as an A4S in the
sunmmaer of 198 hat was Inter
madificd and converted o an
FH with osner wing cannon
dieleted andd FTC bomb racks
wllded Bencath the wings amd
fuselage The unit with which
the machine flew while in the
fghter configurstion has ot
Precn established, bug it is
thoughe thar, after being
converied o an B8, i served
o the Eastern Fromt with the
ground-ateack undn 1,50 2 AL
the emd of the war, thoe pilog of
this aircralt flew 1o Neubiberg
andd surrendered w the
Americans, Despite the
amorunt off reworking reguired
o comvert the aireraft froam a
fighter to g ground-attack
machine, the repinnieng was
very rudimentiry, the new
camouflage on the Tasclge
Sides harely covering the
former Nghter markings which
conststed of the numbaer "7
aned s vernicad T Grapgpse bur
sl im resd weith no onstline.
COmee delivered o 155G 2 che
machine Wis @iven i new
identity and becams

el 117 with & vellow

I Geruppe horizontal bar, both
markings being edged in
hlck. Mot that, as shown
above, although the outer
SANE SUNS WEre Memnas ed, the
as=ocnined wing bulges on the
uppersurlace of e wings
were retained

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 F-8 "Yellow 11' of Il./SG 2, Neubiberg 1945

This machine, W.Nr. 681330, was camouflaged in a 75/83/76 scheme with the rudder and the front of the engine cowling painted yellow.
The latter was the result of vague instructions issued on 7 March 1945 to units operating under Luftflotte 4 and which often resulted, as
here, in the whole front of the cowling being painted yellow in error instead of having a 500 mm wide yellow band, as was the intention.
The spinner markings were in black and white, and although late-war austere type national markings appeared on the fuselage and tail, the
crosses under the wings were the black mid-war type with white outlines, Note the rather ineffective attempts to overspray the aircraft's
original red fuselage markings.
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RIGHT, Mull Uhe. This phs lhl:.'_:'.||‘:|'| of she Cp graeing
aroid o werecked Pae 190 of the fiormer ILAG 301
could have been taken at Foarth, Bingensale,
Brumschardr o indecd, admaost anywhere e unies of
the Luftweaffe fled in the final dayvs of the war in May
1945 and seems o Tvpily the sinmiteon an Ceeravamny il
theaat gime, The Wiehrmacht had Been detcaned, the nation
ceased to exist, foreign armies oocupred the miins of the
Thoumsamd Year Kedch' and for most of the disillusiooned
i demoralised population that had swrvived, life was a
matter of sguabor and hunger. It was - as the Germans
teiselves called it - 'dic MNull Uhe’, Houre Sero’, This
was the moment when, as if the hamds of a by pothetical
stopwiitch had been reset, time stood sl before ticking
poswnserds e rtann Fueliere

BELOR: The US Gth armored Division discovered these
Py 190 in the Leing Forest destrosed by retneating
Crerman personnel. At least foar of the aircmlt have
completely burned cut and although the machine centre
el appeirs i be intact, the rear fuselage hias heen
arpely destroved by flames

LEFT:This further view of the saime
Yellow 11" shown on the previous
page was ken several months later
andd showes that, once the fusckge
camuouTage had swembheresd, the cardicr
red markings became ¢ven maone
ohwins In the backpground showing a
more conceried amemp o obscune
earlier markings, is another

Fw |90 F8, Yellow 12, another
afreradt from 10 2 which probahly
surrendered at Meoabiberng an the same
time as "Yellow 117 The nose of the
Fw 190 A-8 on the right of the picoare
Badeangesd 0 W Nr 681 382 and was
Messn by Hpom. Willelm Morite, the
tormer Kommndeur of IV 504
|.1H:|'||‘.l|rlt' vicw of this a Al 15
shomen e P $i,




